
Sacredspace
Being Selfless

Even if you face seemingly
insurmountable challenges,
always do good to others. Be

selfless. Mentally remove 
everything and be free. This is
divine life. Selfless service is

the direct way to moksha, what
is called salvation. 

Swami Sivananda

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first bilateral visit to Myanmar
has reaffirmed relations with a crucial neighbouring country.
New Delhi and Naypyidaw share a time-tested bond that even

withstood international sanctions against Myanmar during the 
latter’s military regime. Today, when Myanmar is in the process of
democratisation and is opening up to the world, India’s role in 
building Myanmarese infrastructure and institutions assumes 
greater significance. A total of 11 agreements have been signed 
between the two sides during this visit, spanning areas like 
maritime security, strengthening democratic institutions in 
Myanmar, health and information technology.

Given the history of insurgencies in India’s northeast, New Delhi
would like more help from Naypyidaw in securing the common 
border and dismantling anti-India militant camps operating from
Myanmarese soil. Groups like the dreaded NSCN (Khaplang) 
continue to find refuge in Myanmar and conduct guerrilla 

operations against Indian security
forces. Besides, trade and connectivity
between the northeast and Myanmar
is vital for actualising India’s Act
East policy from which Naypyidaw
too stands to benefit.

That said, it can’t be ignored 
that Modi’s visit comes against the
backdrop of the Rohingya crisis in
Myanmar’s Rakhine state. An esti-
mated 1,25,000 Rohingyas have fled 
to neighbouring Bangladesh after 

Myanmar’s security forces initiated a crackdown in the wake of
attacks against police and army posts blamed on an armed 
Rohingya group. But Rohingyas have been facing discrimination
for decades in Myanmar where they are not recognised as citizens –
despite living there for generations – and have been at the receiving
end of violence perpetrated by Buddhist extremists. 

In fact, Myanmar’s latest crackdown against Rohingyas has been
described in some quarters as genocide with reports of murder, rape
and torture of civilians filtering in. Particularly shocking has been
the stubborn refusal of Myanmar’s state counsellor and Nobel Peace
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi to recognise the plight of Rohingyas.
Suu Kyi can’t be selective about championing human rights. On
New Delhi’s part, it’s understandable that Modi doesn’t want to rub
Naypyidaw the wrong way and push it into Beijing’s orbit, as the
Chinese have no human rights scruples. Yet, he could have done 
more to impress upon Myanmar’s leadership the need to provide 
Rohingyas with citizenship. Domestically New Delhi should rescind
its deportation order against Rohingya refugees, which is in terrible
taste considering they are facing such brutality in Myanmar. 

Myanmar Connect 
Bilateral ties on firm footing, but 

Naypyidaw needs to resolve Rohingya crisis 

Are we becoming a rental society? It would seem so. Earlier,
every middle-class Indian aspired to own a home. Today, people
increasingly prefer to rent a residence rather than buy one. 

One of the reasons for the growing preference for renting 
a home instead of owning one is that India has become a 
migratory society. Previously, most people stuck to the same

place all their lives, generally the place of their birth.
But today, with job mobility becoming the norm rather than the exception,

particularly among young people, owning your own home can become a burden
rather than an asset if, for whatever reason, you decide to up stakes and move to
another city.

So you rent a roof to put over your head. And you furnish your rented home
with rented furniture. Beds, sofa sets, dining tables, refrigerators, A/Cs are all
available on lease. 

This has an added advantage. Not only does it make it easy for you to pack 
up your bori-bistar and make an inter-city move, but it also allows you to bring

visual variety into your life by changing the entire decor
of your flat at the drop of a rent agreement. 

It’s not just flats and furniture which are up for rent.
You can also rent the contents of your wardrobe. There’s

an organisation which specialises in rental clothes, the fancier the better.
You no longer have to lash out a month’s earnings, or more, to buy that glam

outfit which you know will prove a hit at the gala event you’ve been invited to.
You go to Rent-a-Costume and get more bling for your rental buck. 

Thanks to social media sites like Facebook, we can even rent our friends,
whom we may never meet in person and whom we can ‘unfriend’ at the click of
the Delete button if we get bored with them. 

Indeed, ours has long been a rental polity, thanks to successive sarkars who
every election time rent a vote bank which, polls over, can be discarded till the
next election. 

Except our netas don’t call it rent-an-electorate. They call it democracy.
jug.suraiya@timesgroup.com
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Take on rent

Jug Suraiya 

Everything nowadays is taken on 
lease instead of on a permanent basis 

The atmosphere in the
room was slightly tense.
Not angry or sullen, just
uncomfortable, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping

faced each other in Xiamen, the caterwau-
ling of Doklam still echoing in their ears.

Both leaders of big powers with thou-
sands of years of statecraft behind them,
they crested that particular wave toge-
ther and engaged in “forward-looking”
discussions. We might have another 
border agreement/ understanding, which
will be good only until the next crisis 
pops up, which it will, because China’s
expansion hunger is not easily satiated.

For ten weeks, India and China 
provided a rare spectacle for the world.
By the end, the number of ringside 
spectators had grown exponentially. The
resolution, when it came, brought with 
it life hacks for every country with a 
China-sized challenge.

It’s possible to deter China, by almost
Gandhian means albeit 21st century style.
It’s possible for a non-Chinese narrative to
prevail, especially if it is borne out by his-
tory, international law and an ability to see
through the Chinese game. There is a new
template out there for different countries
to use as they deem fit, if they seek to tame
Chinese expansionism. As Shyam Saran
says, a China-centric world is not inevi-
table, it can be successfully contested.

And some clearly are contesting it.
While our attention was trained on a
windswept plateau, Botswana’s President
Ian Khama thumbed his nose at Beijing
over Dalai Lama and declared “we are 
not a colony of China” – Beijing had 
threatened to recall its ambassador if
Dalai Lama set foot in Botswana. German
foreign minister Sigmar Gabriel shocked
Europe when he accused China of trying
to “divide” EU by paying off individual
countries where they are major investors,
for example Greece and Hungary.

He may also have been referring to 
Spain – which bent over backwards and
amended its laws to throw out human
rights cases by Tibetan litigants. And last

week, Beijing threw a diplomatic fit when
Indonesia renamed its sea the North 
Natuna Sea – areas China claims under its
“nine-dash line”. That issue comes even as
Singapore, in an unprecedented move,
threw out Chinese academic Huang Jing
for alleged lobbying for China.

The Brics declaration naming Pak-
istan and its terror groups was a bonus –
though one suspects that had less to do
with India and more to do with China’s
own irritation with Pakistan on terro-
rism – remember, in Astana, Xi refused to
meet Nawaz Sharif after two Chinese were
murdered in Pakistan. China has grand
plans for Pakistan, from agriculture, 
tourism, pipelines, power, etc. Pakistan’s
proxy terrorists, including the ETIM, 
running tame are not part of that plan.

Moreover, as a result of the new 
Afghan policy, if Trump’s US populates
Pakistani skies with attack drones and
surveillance aircraft, it would put 
China’s nose seriously out of joint. In all
the years America has begged, threate-
ned, paid Pakistan to kick the terror 

habit, American economic interests 
were not involved. China is getting into
the weeds, literally, which will affect how
Pakistan lives and thinks, and prays.

On the other hand, a Kim Jong Un 
running riot is fine for Xi. As long as the
Americans don’t attack, China remains an
important player, and everybody else is off
kilter. Xi is essentially playing the same
card Pakistan did for 15 years – running the
Taliban in Afghanistan while positioning
itself as the only broker of peace. This 
strategy has a definite sell-by date. China is
playing master puppeteer on many fronts,

but it’s unclear how many Xi will win.
Notwithstanding all this, Doklam 

could have turned out very differently,
and we could have been licking our 
wounds. Chinese commentators rightly
said “China is five times India’s size”, and
unlike India they have not been wasting
their time. Even if they did not physically
attack in the eastern or western sector,
China has enough tools to incapacitate 
India – a high quality cyber attack, perhaps
on the Aadhaar ecosystem; an anti-satellite
attack to immobilise Indian communica-
tions ... the list can go on.

Every crisis is an opportunity. India
should not let a good crisis go waste. Dok-
lam has notched up a big achievement –
the average Indian is now convinced China
is an enemy. This is actually China’s 
biggest loss vis-à-vis India. It would have
taken years to get Indian companies, 
states, entities to sharpen awareness of
the dangers China poses. Doklam has 
done that in two months. 

Anecdotal evidence shows growing
numbers of companies reviewing their
China-buy decisions, state governments
becoming more vigilant, etc. It’s interesting
the government accepted the Shekatkar
committee report on military modernisa-
tion soon after Doklam, recognising the
dangers of its present attitude.

What will be more important would be
to opt for joint development of defence
equipment with Japan, as suggested by
the just completed defence dialogue – it’s
time to look beyond the US-2, and turn the
strategic convergence into reality. Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe will be here next 
week, all eyes should be on that visit.

Bhutan should get a lot more Indian
attention because, in some ways, we 
owe Bhutan. Bhutan has made its own 
strategic choice, we should be worthy of
it. So stop the meaningless bickering
over rupees and hydro projects. Time to
invest big in Bhutan.

Watch Wolf Warrior 2, China’s Rambo
flick breaking box office records. Wu
Jing, the Chinese Rambo, personifies
the new China – willing and able to inflict
costs on those that thwart it. India 
played a sophisticated game in Doklam.
It needs to keep playing it.

Don’t Waste A Good Crisis
New India had a sophisticated game at Doklam. But watch out for the new China

Indrani.Bagchi@timesgroup.com

We might have another
border agreement/
understanding, which will be
good only until the next crisis
pops up, which it will,
because China’s expansion
hunger is not easily satiated

In France fashion isn’t a frivolity. It is in fact practically the state 
religion – never mind the secularism written into the constitution.
And one thing that stays the same with fashion is that it always

changes. From fur to camel, from the Windsor knot to the skinny tie,
check suit to black-on-black-on-black, from girly florals to the leopard
print and back, Paris keeps it all endlessly sizzling fresh. That goes not
just for the clothes but also the bodies showing them off.

Once upon a time the Paris catwalk fell in love with size zero 
and all fashion capitals followed suit like sheep. When a string of

anorexia scandals followed, the haute couture
companies brushed them aside high-hattedly. But
it seems this season the creatives are in the mood
for more curves. Two top luxury giants, which own
various iconic French labels like Christian Dior
and Yves Saint Laurent, are banning super-skinny
models from catwalks and advertising. They say,
with dodgy credibility, this is about ensuring the
well-being of models and respecting the dignity of
all women. But not all the designers will fall in line
meekly. Their entrenched attitudes were really
brought home by a blunt Karl Lagerfeld, who 
couldn’t praise even Adele’s beautiful face and 

divine voice without complaining that she is a little too fat. 
Kate Moss claims that nothing tastes as good as skinny feels. But

the great French paradox is how a country with mouth-watering
pastries and super-calorific sauces and fresh baguettes around every
corner has bypassed an obesity epidemic. Experts suggest the trick
is that the French luxuriously linger over their meals. That’s 
perhaps worth trying. Chic-looking gourmand is a good way to be. 

Parisian Diet 
When size zero exits the catwalk, 
do pastries come back in fashion?
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People throughout the world were
moved last summer when a team
composed of young refugees took

the field at the Olympic Games for the
first time. The words they shared on that
occasion continue to resonate in many
hearts. One expressed the desire to use
the opportunity of running at the 
Olympics to send to fellow refugees the
message that life can be changed for the
better, while another looked back on his
life experiences and said he drew
strength from them and was running
with the hope that refugees would be
able to lead better lives. 

Their words convey the fact that the
true essence of youth is not to be found
in the past, nor in the future, but rather
in the desire to do something for the
benefit of other people living with us in
the present moment. Likewise, for
young people, the vision of the Sustain-

able Development Goals, or SDGs – to
leave no one behind – is not something to
be achieved in a distant place or a goal
for some time in the future. 

The SDGs point to the present realities
of living together on this one planet
with our fellow human beings, a way of
life dedicated to the daily effort
of building a society in which
the joy of living is shared by all. 

When youth make the
determination to illuminate
the corner of the world they
inhabit now, it brings into
being a space of security in
which people can regain hope
and the power to live. The 
determination to live together
that is ignited in this space of
security shines as an embodi-
ment of the global society in which no
one is left behind, inspiring courage in
people living in other communities who
confront similar challenges. 

participants to promoting education for
global citizenship.

I believe that the true value of
any state or society lies in what it
does for those who are most afflicted
by suffering, not in its military or 
economic prowess. 

Education gives rise to the actions
and activities that shape the direction
of society over time. Education for
global citizenship, in particular, can
provide the conditioning context
that enables people to reframe events,
wherever they may occur, through a
shared human perspective, and to
foster action and solidarity. It can
encourage people to consider global
issues in terms of their own lives and
lifestyles, thus bringing forth the inner
capacities we all possess.

The writer is President, Soka Gakkai
International. Excerpted from his 2017 Peace
Proposal ‘The Global Solidarity of Youth:
Ushering in a New Era of Hope’

In my 2014 peace proposal, i stressed
that today’s youth are the generation
that will most powerfully shape the
work of achieving the SDGs. I also
proposed that the United Nations and
civil society should work together to
promote the kind of education for

global citizenship that 
unleashes the limitless 
potential of youth.

I was thus glad when
last year’s conference of non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) affiliated with the 
UN’s Department of Public
Information (DPI/NGO 
Conference) was held in 
South Korea under the theme
‘Education for Global 
Citizenship: Achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals 
Together’. Attended by many young
people, the conference adopted the
Gyeongju Action Plan, committing

Hope For The Future Lies In Today’s Youth
Daisaku Ikeda 

the
speaking

tree

dilbert

jugularvein

U
d

ay
 D

eb

BURMESE PROVERB

You can stop speaking to someone, 
but you cannot stop being related

A thought for today

IPL has set a new commercial record in 
Indian sports history with its five-year
broadcast and digital rights for 2018-2022
being auctioned off at a whopping Rs
16,347.5 crore (Rs 54 crore per match).
Uday Shankar, CEO and chairman 
of Star India, which won the combined
IPL rights, spoke to Nalin Mehta about
the impact of this deal on Indian
cricket, IPL franchisees and 
concerns being expressed about 
the broadcast monopoly of his 
network on Indian cricket:

■ To what extent has the IPL 
rights auction changed the existing 
paradigm of cricket and commerce?

Iam surprised by where IPL costs have
gone. However, if you see it in context,
Star itself is paying Rs 43 crore per
match for BCCI matches. The aggregate
sum of money for IPL may be very big
but that’s because at least 300 matches
are committed at that value over five 
years. If you break it down, the cost per
match is not disproportionately high.
■ Have you been too ambitious with
IPL? Are you confident of recovering
such a huge bid amount?

It is aggressive, by all means. 
However, it is not outrageous. We have
been doing our calculations and are 
reasonably confident that it is a sensible
investment.
■ BCCI will now earn Rs 54 crore per
IPL match, compared with Rs 25 crore
per match earlier. How will this 
impact players and IPL franchisees?

My information is from the public 

domain. In the new cycle starting next
year, 40% of BCCI revenues will go to
franchisees. Clearly, franchisees are set
for a windfall and rightly so.
■ You are paying more for IPL than
for India matches? Is the market pri-
vileging the league over the nation?

First, Rs 54 crore per match 
is the price that was 
committed this week. 
Rs 43 crore per match
was the price commit-
ted six years ago. That

price itself will change in the
next few months when the new
BCCI tender happens.
When the old bid 
happened, the digital
market did not 
exist. The steep 
inflation in the IPL
tender was driven
hugely by digital
inflation. The
numbers for the
national tender
are set to change.

IPL is great
but international
tournaments are
huge. You can’t
undermine the 
national. Interna-
tional games like
India-Australia,
India-Pakistan and
the World Cups are 
a different category 
altogether.

■ How do you respond to your 
detractors who accuse you of a 
cricket monopoly? You also have the
BCCI broadcast rights till next year
and ICC rights.

Detractors say this because their
own vested interests have been hurt.

This is coming from a bunch of people
who had created a dubious business
model by carrying the cricket feed
that broadcasters had to share 
with Doordarshan (DD) as part of 
mandatory sharing. Some of these
players were carrying it instead on

their pay TV platforms under the
garb of the mandatory

sharing regulation.
Last month, the 

Supreme Court judged
that this is piracy and
it has been banned.
The critics are people
who are very fru-
strated that the free
ride they were 
having, at the cost 
of broadcasters
and DD, has been
stopped.

Our BCCI rights
don’t get over next
year. That is only
true in a technical
sense. Actually, on

December 24, 2017,
when the India-

Australia series gets
over, our rights get over.
IPL was also a defensive

move for us. Nobody can be sure that
they would be able to renew rights 
when they come up again. If we are 
not able to get BCCI rights again, then
without IPL, we would have been left 
out in the cold.

Rights are tendered for a few years.
Everybody gets a shot at them. There is
no question of monopoly on something
you don’t own and are just leasing for a
few years.
■ Will you bid aggressively for the
BCCI rights again then?

No, now that we have got IPL rights,
we have a reasonable calendar with this
and ICC. We will have to see: given the
kind of values we saw in the auction for
TV and digital. It’s very difficult to say
that somebody can afford a lot of these
cricket rights at these values.

For the first time in this country 
we are seeing a phenomenon where – for
a media property – media, telecom and
global technology and social media 
companies are bidding. A few other 
global e-commerce companies also 
examined it very closely. The competi-
tion is so diverse that it is anybody’s 
guess at what prices these things will go.

Three years ago, Hotstar bought 
IPL digital rights for Rs 300 crore or so.
This time, for five-year digital rights, 
Facebook was willing to pay Rs 3,900 
crore. Look at the multiples of growth.
These companies have very different
ways of looking at the commercial 
value of rights. It’s a totally different
mix now. Media is being buffeted by 
different forces. 

‘IPL bid aggressive but not outrageous … steep inflation
in tender was driven hugely by digital inflation’
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