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Others First

There is a magnet in your
heart that will attract

true friends. That magnet
is unselfishness, thinking 
of others first; when you 
learn to live for others, 
they will live for you. 

Paramahansa Yogananda

Following his election by a landslide margin as India’s 15th 
vice-president, M Venkaiah Naidu began his innings on the
right note by stating that he no longer belongs to any party. 

His victory over opposition nominee – diplomat turned academic
Gopalkrishna Gandhi – was a foregone conclusion after southern
regional parties like AIADMK, TRS and YSR Congress pledged their
support to him. Both men conducted their campaigns with admirable
courtesy, and Gandhi bowed out with remarkable grace by attributing
his defeat to a victory of the ballot that worked out in Naidu’s favour, a
victory that “belonged to the people of India”. Instead of being the
exception to India’s rancorous and polarised politics, this spirit of
civility and grace ought to be the norm in future.

Naidu’s nomination was pitched as BJP’s outreach to southern 
India, much like his tenure as BJP 
president from 2002 to 2004. But it will
be as Rajya Sabha (RS) ex-officio
chairperson that all of his impressive
political experience will be required.
Naidu walks into an atmosphere of
hyper partisanship but must ensure
that debate, and not disruptions, become
the norm in RS. The vice-presidential
election coincided with BJP moving
ahead of Congress as single largest
party in RS. However, the NDA coalition

will not reach simple majority in the Upper House until next year. The
opposition has resorted to disrupting RS proceedings and thwarting
key legislations. Much of last week, for instance, was lost in disruptions
surrounding the acrimonious Gujarat RS elections.

It is this climate of corrosive discourse – where trashing the 
opposition is more important than reasoned debate or considering
what is in the national interest – that needs to be dispelled. BJP leader
Ram Madhav has noted, sagaciously, that BJP was the dominant 
party “all over the country and unnecessary aggression and abuse 
is not required”. He called on BJP supporters to win arguments with
“logic and facts” and without “noise and fury”. 

Such civility should apply across the political spectrum and 
must start from Parliament. Naidu earned his political spurs during
the Emergency and has served a considerable part of his career 
taking on ruling governments. He would know that an opposition,
however weakened and difficult, deserves a respectful position in a
democracy. The new vice-president’s success will be gauged by the
measure of his bipartisanship.

Naidu Sweeps
His biggest challenge will be building 

bridges between government and opposition

Following the collapse of the mahagatbandhan, the grand 
anti-BJP alliance whose bandhan has been maha gutted 
after it was abandoned by Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar,
a turbulent political season is looming. In order to familiarise
readers with the possible fall-out from the breakup, here 
are a slew of new political terms – all derived from the original

alliance – erupting all over the place:
Mahagathbandhan: Major anti-BJP political alliance born in the cow

belt.
MahaGathAbandon: What Nitish Kumar did to Lalu Prasad and Co.
MahaGutBandhan: Major stomach cramp that follows breakup of MGB.
MahaButtGandhan: Crappy state of Congress party after it has been

dumped by Nitish Kumar.
AmmaGatAbandon: What Jayalalithaa did to AIADMK with her 

untimely exit.
MahaPuttAbandon: Donald Trump walking away from an imminent

disaster on green.
MahaNutBandhan: Coalition of wacko extremist parties from

all over the world.
MahaStrutBandhan: BJP’s posture after breaking up an 

already weak and fractured opposition.
HamamGlutBandhan: Men stuck to each other in an overcrowded 

Turkish bath.
MahaTugAbandon: What Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists did after a run-in

with the coast guard.
AmmoGutBandhan: What happened when the LeT boat blew up and 

terrorists were united in hell.
MahaGauBandhan: Coalition of political parties sworn to protect cattle.
MahaGuiltBandhan: Pakistanis united in guilt over culpability because

the LeT is also killing them.
MahaGiltBandhan: Kashmiri separatist leaders united in milking

disaffection to enrich themselves.
MahaVatAbandon: India on July 1, 2017 after the introduction of GST.
MahaSmartRunDown: Decrepit Indian cities living under the illusion

that they are “smart” by virtue of Wi-Fi.
MahaGutDoneDone: Sense of accomplishment after getting rid of beer

belly and cooking up useless neologisms.

Mahagatbandhan Glossary

Chidanand.Rajghatta@timesgroup.com

Following its meltdown, the word 
too has started melting down

At the root of the 
present Doklam crisis
is China’s intrusion into
Bhutanese territory for
its road building pro-
jects. These connectivity

projects are integral to President Xi 
Jinping’s dream project, the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). India and Bhutan
were the only two countries that did not
participate in the first forum on BRI held
in Beijing in May this year.

This has irked China deeply. In
fact, following India’s abstention, there
arose disquieting voices in the European
Union about China’s intentions on BRI.
Notably, Bhutan does not have diplomatic
relations with China but it shares a 
special relationship with India that takes
care of its security needs. However, 
taking advantage of the disputed border
with Bhutan, China thought to go ahead
with its BRI.

Apparently, the Chinese leadership
had calculated that the road project 
would provide them the opportunity to
coerce Bhutan into opening up diplomatic
relations, and thereby, pulling Thimphu
out from India’s orbit. Not to forget, 
for Bhutan, the greater threat is how 
to overcome the huge trade deficit 
with India and meet the economic crisis
impending in the nation.

However, for China, BRI and the 
associated connectivity project is central
to both its domestic and foreign policy.
On closer observation, BRI has been 
conceived to resolve China’s problem of
overcapacity in its domestic market.
The connectivity projects overseas were
found to be not only an ideal economic
rationale to spread its economic tentacles
beyond its periphery, but also offered
Beijing a seamless opportunity to 
spread its political influence and global
dominance.

But as soon as it embarked upon
BRI, it confronted rising cries of
deglobalisation in the West. This posed
an alarming situation for China, when 
it needed more and more markets to 
prevent its domestic economic slowdown.
No wonder, Xi vociferously advocated

for globalisation in his Davos speech in
January this year. And also indicated
BRI was the lynchpin of the Chinese 
model of globalisation.

Politically, too, China is undergoing a
huge internal churning. It is going to
hold its crucial 19th party congress 
that will choose a new central committee
and replacements for the core seven-
member Politburo Standing Committee.
For quite some time, Xi has been brutally
consolidating his power by not only
eliminating his potential rivals – the
most recent being the case of Chongqing
Communist Party leader Sun Zhengcai’s
sudden purge on July 15 – but also by 
playing the nationalism card.

Nationalism is a critical element in
legitimising Communist Party rule.
Central to this nationalist thesis is the
image of China as a victim country that
lost its territory and lost its centrality in
global politics to the forces of imperialism
and colonialism in the 19th and early
20th centuries. Therefore, as soon as Xi
came to power in 2012, he gave the slogan

of ‘China Dream’ on November 29 at 
the National Museum’s ‘Road to Revival’
exhibition.

He said, “To realise the great renewal
of the Chinese nation is the greatest 
dream for the Chinese nation in modern
history.” Embedded in this China Dream
is an unrelenting quest for retrieving
‘lost’ lands and attaining past greatness.
But ironically, a deep sense of insecurity
pervades this nationalist cry.

This insecurity emerges from the fact
that legitimacy of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party is contingent on economic
development and prosperity. This eco-

nomic prosperity, in turn, is dependent
on globalisation. But the current trend
of deglobalisation does not bode well for
China, and particularly for its BRI.

Simply put, BRI has been envisaged
to not only meet the demands of a slowing
economy but to expand its global foot-
prints and thereby, fulfil the China Dream.
In other words, forces of nationalism
and globalisation, which are otherwise
antithetical to each other, are critically
interlinked and are vital for China’s 
sustained rise.

Hence the road building projects in
foreign territories, and here in the case
of Bhutan as well, falls within this broad
logic of China’s foreign and domestic 
interests. China’s insecure nationalism
has thus engendered a belligerent turn
to its foreign policy.

This heightened sense of insecurity
is clearly discernible in the sabre rattling
that the Chinese media and foreign
policy establishment have indulged in
on the Doklam issue. This insecurity
had reached such a level that Chinese
media had gone on to describe Ajit 
Doval, India’s national security adviser,
as “the main schemer” of the Doklam
stand-off. This reminds us of the term
‘splittist’ that China attaches to the
Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama.

Sieving through the reasons for 
China’s belligerence on the Doklam issue,
it can be inferred that for Beijing BRI, 
associated with Chinese nationalism and
the China Dream, is contingent on sustai-
ning globalisation as well as one-party
rule. Hence, it is well-nigh impossible for
China to dismount the nationalism tiger.

In this context, the scope for resolu-
tion of territorial disputes is exceedingly
limited. Therefore, while diplomacy 
remains the only viable channel to 
deal with the dragon, countries around
the globe, particularly those who are 
affected by China’s growing irredentism
–India, Japan, the United States, Vietnam,
Indonesia and Philippines – should all
come together and create a united 
front opposing such irredentism and
challenging China’s selective use of
history for territorial claims.

The writer is associate professor, East 
Asian Studies, Delhi University

China’s Insecure Nationalism
The roots of Xi Jinping’s foreign policy belligerence, on Doklam and elsewhere

Abanti Bhattacharya

From Beijing’s perspective
forces of nationalism and
globalisation, otherwise
antithetical to each other, are
critically interlinked and vital
for China’s sustained rise

Once upon a time, we were taught that realist movies are the good
ones that everybody ought to see, while those that indulge in
fantasy are ‘escapist’. These days, given 21st century technology,

it is increasingly difficult to tell the difference between the two. For
instance, if one dismissed the Terminator films as pure fantasy, 
governments may actually be working on developing autonomous
killer robots. Tech entrepreneur Elon Musk warns that artificial
intelligence (AI) is the rare case where regulation should be proactive
rather than reactive. Otherwise, among other things, we may soon have
a situation where robots run down the streets shooting people.

While America was always big on technology, it is at least 
having these ethical debates. But ethical constraints are unlikely in
that other country which also has great faith in technology and is 

investing heavily in AI: China. At a time
when China’s cheap labour advantage is 
rapidly fading, robots in factories can 
sustain its lead in manufacturing: you 
don’t need to pay robots a wage. Secondly,
when a billion people are on social media, 
AI is the only way you can keep a watch on
all of them, considered necessary to social

stability in dictatorial China.
Is there hope for humanity in that case? There is. ‘Chatbots’ in China,

it appears, are straying off script: one of them refused to endorse the
Communist Party and asked, instead, “Do you think such a corrupt
and useless political system can live long?” It could be that the chatbot
in question was simply channelling conversations overheard on 
social media, which it is designed to interact with. If you want a more
hopeful vision of the future, perhaps it will be not so much about 
robots conquering humans, but about robots merging with humans.

You, Robot
Artificial intelligence poses an existential

threat. Is there hope for humans?
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Raksha Bandhan, which falls on the
full-moon day in the month of
Shravan in the Hindu calendar,

celebrates the love between brother and
sister. The sister ties a rakhi – a sacred
thread – on the wrist of the brother, as an
expression of her love and she prays for
the brother’s well-being. The brother, in
turn, vows to protect her from harm.

This popular way of celebrating
the festival is of fairly recent origin. In
earlier times, it was the priest who tied
the rakhi around the wrists of people – a
less prevalent practice now, but one 
that indicates the deeper spiritual 
significance of the festival.

Raksha Bandhan literally means
‘knot of protection’. In reality, God is the
source of protection that Raksha Band-
han promises. No human can offer comp-
lete protection to another, at all times. 

More than any other festival, Raksha

Bandhan, carries the message that those
who are virtuous, need not fear for they
are automatically protected by their good
deeds and thoughts. This point is an
underlying theme of several festivals.
The mythological stories connected with
Dussehra and Holi teach us that virtuous
conduct is paramount, and the
earnest seeker feels protected.

How does one come to feel
confident of divine protection?
The first step is to know the
truth of Self, the soul, and one’s
relationship with the Supreme
Soul. The tilak applied by sisters
on their brothers’ forehead after
tying the rakhi is a symbol of the
soul. The soul is a reservoir of
peace, love, purity and power.
These qualities appeal to us
because they are a part of our natural
state, and the lack of any of them
diminishes the quality of the soul,
thereby eroding its happiness.

and overcome vices that rob it of its
dignity and bring suffering. Thus one is
shielded from sorrow. 

When one’s life is governed by
spiritual principles and actions informed
by innate goodness of the soul, one
naturally remains out of harm’s way. A
soul with a clean mind and intellect can
discern the true nature of people and
situations and act accordingly.

Besides, virtuous souls attract similar
persons, while those of the opposite kind
tend to keep away from them. This 
automatically keeps God-loving people in
the right company, which acts as a circle
of protection in life.

Therefore Raksha Bandhan would be
a fitting occasion to reconnect with
ourselves, discover our innate values,
resolve to live by them, and thereby
receive Divine protection.

( The writer is chief spokesman of
Brahma Kumaris Organisation.)
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The stronger the connection with
one’s true identity, the more one can
experience spiritual qualities and 
express them in one’s life. The result is
peace and contentment. But when Self-
awareness is lacking, one is disconnected
from the inner reserves of power that

strengthen the soul, and one
looks for happiness outside. In
the process, one gets entangled
in desires leading to 
attachment, fear, anger and all
the emotions that destabilise the
soul when it forgets itself and
craves for fulfilment.

When the soul becomes
Self-aware and recognises its
connection with God, it is able
to connect with the Divine. 
This is a relationship of love 

and belonging, not the one between a
supplicant and benefactor.

Remembering the Almighty fills the
soul with power, which enables it to resist

Festival Of Raksha Bandhan Celebrates Protection
BK Brij Mohan
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JAMES E TALMAGE, English thinker

The man who cannot listen to an argument
which opposes his views either has a weak 

position or is a weak defender of it

A thought for today

Devendra Jhajharia, winner of two
Paralympic gold medals (at Athens 
2004 and Rio 2016) and holder of the
world record in the men’s javelin throw
F46 category, is the first para-athlete 
to be awarded India’s highest sporting
honour: the Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna award. Jhajharia, who also
won The Times of India Sports
Award 2016, spoke to Jamie Alter
about his career and what the
award means for Indian para-athletes:

■ Last year you were on the panel 
to pick the Khel Ratna award. Now
you are a Khel Ratna yourself. How
does it feel?

I’m very happy. But to be honest, I
should have got this award in 2004-05
after I returned home from Athens
with my first Paralympic gold medal,
which was for a world record. What I
did in Rio was nothing new, if you look
at it from my perspective. The Athens
achievement stood in my absence from
the Paralympic stage from 2004 to 2016
[the F46 category was not part of the
2008 and 2012 Paralympics], so today I
see it as a reward which has come 12 years
late. It is a big honour, no doubt, and to
be the first differently-abled athlete to
be named for the Khel Ratna makes me
feel very happy. 
■ Do you feel you’ve received the 
respect and recognition that is due
to an athlete of your stature? 

Yes, I do. In 2004 no one knew me. I
was a new entrant, young and naive. In

2016, however, people knew who I was.
In Rio, at the athletes’ village, when I
would enter for lunch and dinner, 
many world athletes would say: that 
is the Indian who is the world record
holder. That felt good. Also, I was 

the Indian team flag bearer. 
Holding the Indian flag in 
Rio was a different feeling
altogether. 
■ What are your 

views on the state of
para-athletics in India?

It has improved signi-
ficantly from where it was 
in 2004. There was so much
support for us when we went to
Rio and PM Modi mentioned
us on his ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ programme.
To hear him say
that so much
has changed in
12 years but
Devendra has
remained the
same and 
not wavered
in focus was
inspiring.

But, a lot
of work is 
needed, from
the school 
level upwards.
Infrastruc-
ture in India
has to change.

We need former players to promote 
para-athletics. There should be more
special academies: javelin-specific 
academies, for example. To win an
Olympic medal you have to be special
and special talent needs special 
nurturing. 

■ What is needed to improve
standards? 

While the support from the
Centre is obviously massive, I
feel more needs to be done at 
the state level. For example, 
we need more grounds for 
para-athletes. We face a lot of

wheelchair problems at venues.
Access is not always easy. Most 

of this has to come from the 
state government, because

they’re responsible
for infrastructure.
Some states are
better equipped
than others 
and are doing
well to support
us: Haryana, 
Rajasthan and
Delhi, mainly. 
■ Is enough
para-athletic
talent coming
through? 

Look at 
Mariyappan
Thangavelu,
who created 

history by win-

ning gold in the high jump in Rio. 
He is 22, a long-term prospect. There’s
something different about him, a 
fire burning inside him. He doesn’t
know anything else apart from 
his sport. We cannot lose a talent 
like that. I hope the system supports
such athletes. 
■ The category in which you won
gold in 2004 (F46) was not part of the
2008 and 2012 Paralympics. Did that
ever deter you from pursuing it?

Absolutely, yes. It was a very difficult
time for me. It is like preparing yourself
for a big exam and then seeing that no
one is ready to let you take that exam. I
did contemplate giving it all up.
■ This was the same time when your
wife Manju gave up playing kabaddi
so you could pursue throwing the 
javelin? 

Yes. I owe her everything. She told
me she wanted to do everything she
possibly could to keep my sporting 
career alive. “You chase your dream,
you do well in sports, you make your
name. My sport is not an Olympic one.
You have so much ability,” she told me. I
asked her what good my capability was
when my event was not part of the 
Paralympics, after I had set a world 
record in Athens. She told me to forget
about 2012, that it will return in 2016.
She was a state-level kabaddi player.
She gave it up because only one of us 
could have pursued a career in sports.
Along the way, we had a daughter too, so
she had to raise her.

‘Khel Ratna a big honour but 12 years late ... should have
got this after Athens, what I did in Rio was nothing new’ 
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