
In a new twist on an old tradition, the Daman and Diu administra-
tion asked all its female employees to bring rakhis and tie them
on their male colleagues’ wrists. While a rakhi often comes in

handy for north Indian women in schools, colleges and workplaces
to friendzone men and scotch any romantic interest, this may be the
first time that it has become a matter of official fiat. The order was
quickly withdrawn after protests, but that it even occurred to the 

officials of the Union territory admini-
stered by the home ministry, is telling.

In their own defence, the officials said
they were doing it to spread ‘brotherhood’.
But why is it the administration’s 
problem to enforce any relationship at 
all between professional peers? Raksha-
bandhan is a sweet festival, as a reminder

of sibling bonds. But it does rest on the patriarchal premise that
men protect their sisters, who shower them with sweets in exchange
for their own survival. Even the friendzoning with rakhis is a 
troubling phenomeon – it’s a band of placation, for a culture where a
woman’s consent and refusal are not valued. 

But whether or not one approves, the tradition is deeply 
meaningful in north India. Ultimately, it is for those who participate
in it to argue, accept, or revise it. But meanwhile, an office of the 
government, where men and women work as equals, has no business
injecting these skewed “relationships” into the workplace.

Ties That Bind
Rakhi doesn’t work if made compulsory

Sacredspace
The Truth

Truth, being limitless, 
unconditioned, unapproachable
by any path whatsoever, cannot

be organised; nor should any
organisation be formed to lead
or to coerce people along any

particular path. Then how can
you organise a belief?

J Krishnamurti

Even though there are some signs that the India-China standoff
in Doklam is thawing on the ground, Beijing is keeping up its
strident rhetoric. In its latest tirade, China warned India of

“serious consequences” if the latter did not pull back its troops from
the contested area in the India-China-Bhutan trijunction region. To
its full credit, New Delhi has been firm that Doklam is Bhutanese
territory and Beijing’s road building activity there is in clear 
violation of the 2012 agreement that stipulates trijunction boundary
points are to be determined through mutual consultations. Plus,
New Delhi has been clear that both sides should withdraw troops

from the area simultaneously.
It’s also commendable that instead

of matching Beijing’s vitriol, New Delhi
has been calm yet firm on Doklam.
This sends out a clear message to 
China that it can’t expect to quietly
nibble away at others’ territory. 
Besides, India has security obligations
with respect to Bhutan and strategic
sensitivities of its own vis-à-vis 

Doklam. Hence, Chinese unilateralism can’t be the last word 
on the matter. However, having ratcheted up the matter, Beijing
finds itself painted into a corner. With an important Chinese 
Communist Party congress coming up later in the year, Beijing is
unlikely to retreat from the standoff any time soon.

Given this scenario, New Delhi should prepare for the long 
haul in Doklam and wait things out. As far as overall India-China 
relations are concerned, foreign minister Sushma Swaraj has 
stated that India’s roadmap is peace and that Chinese investments
in India have gone up in a big way. This is a subtle hint to Beijing that
it stands to lose the most in a trade war, as it runs a $51billion surplus
with India currently.

Stand Firm 
Prepare for a long haul with China on Doklam

Boston: What is eternal? Not a trivial question nor one that
can be answered readily. A few days ago five young persons in a
summer camp here had a conversation about it. They were 
playing Apples with Apples in which an adjective had to be 
paired with an apt noun. The players were three nine-year-olds
and two teenage campers. One chosen adjective was ‘eternal’.

Our nine-year-old grandson, Rohan, and his two friends proposed ‘Saturn’
as a noun that could be legitimately described as eternal. The teenagers in the
other team came up with ‘Church’ asserting there would be no Saturn if Jesus
Christ had not created the universe. Rohan turned to his buddy Henry: “Is
church eternaI? I don’t know much about religion, do you?” Henry shrugged.
And Rosie, their teammate, piped in: “I’m Jewish!” 

Youthful uncertainty aside, the situation creates ground for speculative 
reflection. In all likelihood there is nothing in the cosmos that is eternal, not
even this universe of ours or the numerous others that might exist. Neither 
Saturn nor the church are permanent features of cosmic reality. Yet, our young
campers believed eternity was a valid qualifier of the nouns they had selected.

Can such assumptions change with age and the acquisition of incremental
knowledge? Yes, in many instances. The three nine-year-olds playing the above
game are somewhat conscious of the limitations of their store of knowledge. 
I suspect, however, that most people find it more comforting to believe in the
certainty of religious doctrine than to inculcate the endless curiosity of an 
inquiring mind honed by information and evolving perspectives. 

The teenagers who believe the church is eternal and Jesus Christ created
the universe will have to cross many hurdles before they understand, if ever, a
reality founded on fact and observation. They feel secure in Christian certainty.

As do, it appears, a significant number of Americans.
A detailed survey of 8,000 voters conducted by the 

Democracy Fund, a bipartisan foundation, asked people
what being American meant. 56% of Republicans thought

being Christian was important to being an American, as did a third of
Democrats. Among Trump voters, 63% felt being Christian was crucial to their
notion of an American identity. And Trump supporters placed an emphasis on
the importance of European ancestry and Christianity for anyone claiming to
be an American. Paradoxically, nationwide the trend is quite different.

Survey results from 1996 to now reveal a declining proportion who believe in
Christianity as a mark of being American. From 53% in ’96 it rose to 64% after
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, but declined sharply since then to a 44% nationwide
average in 2014, then to 39% in 2016. The decline continues. The fastest growing
segment of the American belief spectrum, around 20% now, is that of non-
believers including atheists, agnostics and those who belong to no religion. The
church it seems may not be eternal after all.

America as a whole is moving away from exclusionary conceptions of
national identity even as Trump supporters cling on to an idea of America as
definably Christian and European. Fully 90% of Democrats think diversity is
important to the American identity; surprisingly, the same survey shows 80%
of Republicans today agree.

In fact, its founding fathers never intended this nation to be Christian. In
the late 18th century they gave it a secular constitution that served to influence
the approach of several subsequent founders of republics, such as India’s BR
Ambedkar, who drafted India’s secular constitution and firmly believed that a
singular religious identity would never work for the nation.

The notion of turning the United States into a Christian nation took root first
in the early 19th century, says Geoffrey R Stone in his book on a different subject,
Sex and the Constitution. The attempt has gathered intermittent momentum since
then but has clearly not succeeded. America remains secular. Trends indicate it is
not likely to ever become an exclusionary Christian nation, to the mounting 
frustration of ideologues and bigots who currently occupy positions of influence.

Being American

Gautam Adhikari

Trump notwithstanding, the US is moving away
from associating national with ethnic identity

Indians associate Bolly-
wood, or the Hindi film
industry, with glamour,
big money, stardom, 
entertainment and 
beautiful people. It is 

seen as a wonderful place to be, perhaps
because of the happy feelings we get
when we watch Bollywood films. There-
fore it becomes unthinkable to imagine
this – Bollywood is in the middle of a 
major crisis. 

Yes, we had a Baahubali 2 this 
year. It made people come to the theatres
like never before. Yes, Dangal did 
extraordinarily well. Yes, Hindi Medium
and Lipstick Under My Burkha found an
audience despite low budgets. However,
these few examples don’t give you the
complete picture. Most trade analysts
are stunned at how low collections 
have been for many big budget, well 
reviewed films. 

Sure, perhaps the films lacked 
something in content. However, 
collections and footfalls have dropped to
below 2013 levels for similar genre/ 
reviews/ likeability of the film. Films
like Rangoon, Jagga Jasoos and Raabta,
were made on a huge scale and with a 
novel concept. They found it difficult to
garner even a third of the expected busi-
ness to make the films reach breakeven
point for their distributors. 

New generation rom-coms like Ok
Jaanu, Meri Pyaari Bindu and Noor
struggled to reach a box office total of Rs
50 crore for the three films put together,
something a single rom-com would easily
achieve on its own a few years ago. 
Even Salman Khan starrer Tubelight
struggled, with a Rs 125 crore box office
take compared to over Rs 300 crore 
collections for his previous few films.

So, film collections on the whole are
dropping. A few good films, when liked,
get tremendous positive word of mouth
with terrific velocity thanks to social
media. This leads to a great success like
Baahubali 2. Thirdly, if a film is not liked
as much, or liked but not considered
‘must watch’, people are not interested

to watch it. 
Fourthly, only two kinds of films still

seem to work – high spectacle or high
concept. High spectacle films offer a 
visual experience that only a big screen
can offer, say The Avengers movie or 
Baahubali. A high concept film offers a
fresh take on a relevant subject, making
a section of people want to watch it. 
Everything else is passé. People just
don’t ‘need’ to watch movies anymore.

Finally, if you ask an average Indian
why they watch movies, they will say it is
for ‘time pass’. Well, this ‘time pass’ 
is already happening on the mobile 
phone now, for free or at a fraction of the
cost of the movie ticket. YouTube recently
reported it has 150 crore monthly 
viewers, with each viewer spending an
hour a day on the site on an average. 
Facebook users, at 200 crore, watch 
tonnes of videos all day long. There are
many other digital content apps making
rapid inroads in India. Then, why go to
the theatres to watch movies?

Making things worse is rampant piracy
and no real will from the authorities to
eliminate it. This is mainly due to our 
government’s borderline hostile attitude
towards Bollywood, mistakenly seen as
an industry of rich, entitled people (due
to a tiny number of visible stars). We also
have regulations that tax Bollywood
films more than any other form of
content – films attract a higher GST rate
than other content. 

The poor infrastructure in cities that
makes getting to a theatre a harrowing,
pot-hole filled experience where one is

stuck in traffic jams, also hinders ticket
sales. It’s simpler to just stream content
directly on your phone or TV.

Of course, some of the blame lies
with Bollywood as well. There’s been 
little cost evolution with advancing tech-
nology. Films are still shot expensively,
using giant cameras and light setups.
Stars, even those who are not attracting
audiences, charge way more than they
bring in. Many younger actors have 
entourages on set that cost several
lakhs per day. 

As a result, a shoot day in Mumbai 
could easily cost Rs 20 lakh. A film with
an average budget may need 80 such 
days! Compare this to a stand up comic
video you liked on Facebook, which 
was probably shot for a few lakhs 
at the most. Today, even inexpensive
cellphones offer 4K resolution recording
capability. 

News channels have dumped 
big camera setups for mobile phone 
journalism. Also, plenty of acting 
talent in the digital world is ready to
work without the umbrella-holding, 
ego-boosting entourage. How does 
Bollywood ever expect to compete? 
Costs need to go down all across 
by at least 50%.

The film industry can no longer 
rely on entry barriers in content 
distribution. Earlier, only films had the
marketing budgets and the screens to
show their content, with television 
being the only competition to a certain
extent. Today, distribution barriers are
all but gone. Now, anyone with a cellphone
is both a content creator as well as 
a content distributor while of course
continuing to be a content consumer. 

In this ‘new’ normal Bollywood 
needs to wake up, revise content and 
reduce both costs and egos at the same 
time. With better taxation structures
and a firm hand on piracy, government
needs to support an industry that 
directly and indirectly hires millions.
One hopes Bollywood will evolve and we
will create better and cheaper content to
keep our film industry alive for the next
several generations. Hopefully, picture
abhi baaki hai mere dost!

Lights! Camera! Crisis!
Advancing technology and borderline government hostility bring bure din to Bollywood

Chetan Bhagat

Only two kinds of films still
seem to work – high
spectacle or high concept.
Everything else is passé.
People just don’t ‘need’ to
watch movies anymore

Many believe that Vedanta is
abstruse, obscure, arcane. That
it is too high, is not practical, it

is for another age or another stage – one
hears this chorus from non-believers. Is
religion not really for the common
person going about his common duties,
something for some special types? Is it
all esoteric stuff beyond the reach of the
general populace?

Spirituality is for the everyday
person. Religion and spirituality are far
too important to be exclusivist.

Religion is something that concerns
the very essence of our personality; it is
for all of us, for all the time. It is the art
of knowing our Self and relating to the
world. It is the attitude with which we do
our work, live in families, and deal with
the world. It is not something that sepa-

rates us from the world but teaches us
to relate to it. Life needs to be learnt.
Living is an art, a skill, says Swami
Parthasarathy.

There are two ways to relate to the
world – with our emotions,
whims and fancies, moods,
hopes and desires, that is, with
manas, mind. Or we could
relate with our buddhi, 
intellect. The intellect is 
discrimination, reason,
judgement and analysis.

The world throws us stimuli.
The body, the senses, register
the stimuli. The mind reacts. It
either likes it or it doesn’t. It
becomes happy or unhappy.
Maybe it is sad or envious, loving or
angry. This is natural. The mind will
react. Up to this point there is no
problem. The problem will start if the

bring the result i am looking for? If i
shout at my child now, will i get him to
study? Or is there another way?

This requires discrimination, know-
ledge. Discrimination is the intellect
and it is built with knowledge of the
scriptures. Knowledge tells us of cause
and effect relationships. Intellect helps
us apply them to real life situations. To
try to live without this knowledge is like
going to unknown territory without a
map! One would never reach one’s
destination. Scriptural knowledge is
like a GPS. It tells us whether the turn
we are about to take will lead us to the
destination or not. 

To deprive ourselves of this 
knowledge and call it esoteric deprives
us of the knowledge we are all heir to,
the wisdom of the past. This, in 
combination with the knowledge of the 
present, will take us to a glorious future.

mind will force or propel the body into
action. One can feel whatever one wants.
That is one’s prerogative. But when that
converts to action, the consequences
become inevitable. One can hate 

someone all one wants. But if one
does something about it, there
are consequences. Similarly one
can love someone all one wants.
But if one does something about
it, the consequences will start.

Since action is going to bring
results, we ought to consider
action carefully. Randomly
performed actions will bring
random results. Actions that are
well considered bring about
desirable results. The quality 

of the action is the quality of the fruit 
or result.

Hence one ought to choose action
carefully. If i perform this action, will it

Does Spirituality Have To Be Esoteric?
Janki Santoke
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SUSHMA SWARAJ

A solution will definitely emerge 
if we engage in dialogue

A thought for today

The most inef-
fective way of
fighting your
adversary in a
hybrid conflict,
like the one in

Jammu & Kashmir, is to fight it
only through the military route.
This mostly ensures that you
restore temporary order, but
mayhem will soon return and 
often in your own presence.

The scope of hybrid conflict
extends to multiple domains.
Violence at different levels and
different locations keeps the con-
flict relevant and visible while an
adversary delves into other 
domains silently and effectively.
Among these domains are 
promotion of radical ideology,
creation of intense alienation,
keeping the organs of govern-
ment on tenterhooks and inca-
pable of governing, intimidation
of government agencies, media
and private citizens, gun 
running and narcotics to sustain
finances, and lastly and perhaps
most importantly maintaining
financial conduits for the 
unimpeded flow of money into
the conflict system.

The invisible elements of
hybrid conflict are far more
dangerous than the seemingly
more potent but largely visible
elements such as cannon fodder
terrorists. A common question

which even some intellectuals
ask me is – “why despite killing
so many terrorists and losing so
many soldiers, is little headway
being made in J&K?” This is 
because, while keeping the army
and police engaged in the fight
against terrorists and stone
throwers, there have been a
range of activities taking place
under the sponsorship and pat-
ronage of a host of other people.

The separatists have been 
projecting their cause through 

literature, social media, media
patronage, mosque power, direct
engagement and creation of
structures which can be activated
in minutes to respond to diverse
situations. The campaign to radi-
calise Kashmiri society has been
a deliberate ploy to empower the
mosque and link Pakistan’s 
chosen path of radical Islam to
the Valley’s new ideology.

None of us could stop it 
because of our intellectual inabi-
lity to realise what was shaping
up around us. In any case India’s
security agencies were largely
bereft of knowledge on religious

ideology when radical Islamists
across the border were planning
and coordinating activities in
the Valley with impunity.

None of the above can be done
by separatists with the level of
competence they have displayed
without adequate financial
backing, a truism for any such
conflict. Islamic State could
survive three years in northern
Iraq because of looted finances
from the Mosul treasury and 
revenues of taxation and the oil
refinery. Once most of that was
spent it was no longer possible
to continue in the same mode. 

It was, therefore, always a 
question of evolving our own
strategy through ‘whole of
government’ approach. Unfort-
unately the political class could
not appreciate what its role was at

the operational and strategic 
level. The problem was their 
perception that it was a conflict 
situation and therefore the respo-
nsibility of the security forces.

The separatists have far bet-
ter network and organisational
structures than even the army.
There are elements in every 
‘qasba’ and every town, the 
intelligence providers, backed
by an army of lawyers, treasu-
rers, ideologues, rabble rousers,
stone throwers, drug addicts and
of course terrorists. All of them
survive on the additional income
provided by the separatists. 
There has been enough money
coming in to finance a plethora of
overground workers, compensa-
te families of terrorists, pay 
guides at the LoC, safe house 
owners and stone throwers 

on an everyday basis.
Money came from foreign 

sources into legitimate accounts,
cash was drawn by cards from 
accounts opened and existing in
Delhi and even more cash was 
available through gift packets on
Pakistan’s national day, at the 
Pakistan high commission.

With the situation in south
Kashmir having drastically
changed, the government has 
finally acted. It is good that both
parties of the J&K coalition 
government have supported the
NIA’s initiative with arrest of
seven separatist leaders. Details
of their financial networks are
bound to produce enough incri-
minating material to ensure that
the leadership is sufficiently 
ineffective for long. Care must be
taken to prevent VIP facilities
and availability of communica-
tions to the leaders, otherwise
the entire gamut of operations
may be compromised.

Next should be curtailing 
of mosque power, for which the
effective advice of moderate
Muslim clerics from rest of
India should definitely make a
difference. In the interim the 
army and other security forces
must continue their excellent
run to prevent the resurgence 
of gun power in the Valley. 
The ‘whole of government’ 
approach must continue.

The writer commanded the 15
Corps in Jammu & Kashmir

There is no military solution in J&K, separatist 
finances should have been targeted much earlier

Syed Ata Hasnain

The separatists have
far better network 
and organisational
structures than 
even the army
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