
India at 75 is just five years ahead. 
Today, as we celebrate the 70th 
Independence Day, we should re-ener-
gise our efforts to build a more pros-
perous and inclusive economy. 
Twenty-five years of  reforms and lib-
eralisation have placed us as the fast-
est-growing large economy in the 
world. All stakeholders, including 
Indian industry, must work together 
to address the challenges ahead and 
improve the lives of  citizens at large.

The last three years have witnessed 
an accelerated reforms process. The 
recent introduction of  the goods and 
services tax (GST) is a huge milestone 
for the economy. Along with other 
steps, it promises to expand the tax 
net, add to our economic competitive-
ness and improve ‘ease of  doing busi-
ness’ processes.

Other refor ms such as the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 
opening up sectors to foreign direct 
investments, and initiatives such as 
Make in India, Digital India, Smart 
Cities and the Sagarmala project will 

also contribute significantly to our 
economic growth.

GoI is now looking towards objec-
tives for 2022, such as the renewable 
energy target of  175 gigawatts and 
housing for all. In his recent address to 
the nation, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi highlighted the national resolve 
for building a new nation by 2022. Ten 
years ago, the Confederation of  Indian 
Industry (CII), too, commenced a focus 
on goals for India@75. This effort has 
consolidated through various pro-
grammes through the decade. 

Education and skill development re-
main high-priority focal points. 
Although literacy has been rising, the 
challenge is to make learning a tool of  
empowerment and productivity 
growth. The nature of  education will 
change rapidly in the next five years, 
with e-learning, a fourth Industrial 
Revolution, and digital transforma-
tion taking place.

While technology is expected to im-
pact jobs, reorientation of  skill devel-
opment curricula can prepare the 
youth for a range of  new jobs in e-com-
merce, big data, micro-entrepreneur-
ship through aggregation platforms, 
etc. India can also address traditional 
sectors based on a modular skill devel-
opment format that enables constant 
upskilling.

Urbanisation and environmental 
sustainability will increasingly gain 
mindspace. Infrastructure develop-
ment and effective service delivery 
would be critical for a more produc-
tive urbanisation process. The Smart 
Cities project and the Atal Mission for 
R e j u v e n a t i o n  a n d  U r b a n 
Transformation (AMRUT) scheme 
are key stepping stones, and can be 
intensified for sustainable urbanisa-

tion in the next five years and beyond.
GoI has addressed ease of  doing busi-

ness in a focused manner, involving 
the state governments in improving 
administrative processes for a better 
investment climate. The ground situa-
tion can be expected to improve great-
ly over the next few years to incentiv-
ise entrepreneurship development 
and empower businesses.

Technology and innovation are the 
next imperatives, as the borders be-
tween manufacturing and services 
dissipate. India with its strong infor-
mation technology (IT) talent has the 
unique opportunity to build its pres-
ence in areas such as artificial intelli-
gence (AI), big data, cloud, robotics 
and Internet of  Things (IoT). Closer 
convergence of  innovation, manufac-

turing and services could be achieved 
through a new industrial policy to 
take Make in India to the next level 
based on these new technologies.

At the same time, agriculture and 
food security would be transformed. 
New policies such as the soil health 
card, electronic agricultural markets 
and crop insurance have laid a strong 
foundation for the next Agri 
Revolution. India with almost 170 agri 

zones is the largest producer of  milk 
and certain vegetables, and the second 
largest for grains, in the world.

An increasingly affluent population 
will drive higher food consumption, 
and food processing can be the crucial 
link for raising farmer incomes. 
Innovations and disruptions will also 
characterise the healthcare sector. 
The landscape of  the care continuum 
will include aggregating all medical 
records for millions of  patients, tele-
medicine, wearables and e-commerce. 

Innovations in online medical con-
sultations, connected Point of  Care 
(PoC) devices as well as big data are 
already evolving rapidly. Digital inno-
vation will change processes in medi-
cal history, diagnostic testing, insur-
ance and every branch of  medical 
technology.

Today, non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) account for 60% of  deaths in 
India. GoI has involved the private sec-
tor in three NCDs — oncology, pulmo-
nary disorders and cardiovascular 
disease — for treatment packages at 
the district level, which will signifi-
cantly change healthcare delivery at 
the grassroots.

Further, an increasingly literate and 
prosperous society will demand more 
leisure pursuits such as arts, media 
and sports. The digital divide of  rural 
and urban populations in accessing 
online content will collapse as smart-
phones reach down to the farthest 
hamlets. Generation of  content will 
occupy businesses, adding to different 
kinds of  jobs.

As we head towards India@75, it is 
important to firmly keep our vision 
and goals in focus. India Inc will play a 
central role in realising our develop-
ment aspirations.

ADI GODREJ
Chairman, India@75 

Foundation

Through the Looking Glass
In five years, India turns 75. Its future as a mature, inclusive economy 

rests in what India does as it turns 70 today
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TECHNOLOGY IS THE
NEXT IMPERATIVE, 
AS THE BORDERS 
BETWEEN 
MANUFACTURING & 
SERVICES  DISSIPATE

Forming an idea of India: Still from Satyajit Ray’s Charulata, 1964

ID Politics: Classify and Rule

Inshallah, India may never believe 
in the two-nation theory, but like 
Hinduism’s belief  in 330 million gods 
— one deity for every Indian in 1947 
— it was hardwired from its bloody 
birth to practise its politics according 
to a multi-nation theory. If  the All-
India Muslim League was the first to 
successfully introduce the notion in 
December 1906 of  a political entity to 
represent a people — in its case, 
Muslims — over the decades, inde-
pendent India’s political parties 
learnt well from that template.

Divide and rule, of  course, predates 
the formation of  Pakistan and the in-
dependence of  India. But the British 
divvied up India through (already ex-
isting) religious communities and 
castes — not to mention ‘martial and 
non-martial races’ after the 1857 mu-
tiny — to handle their affairs of  state 
better. In the case of  their successors, 
as well as those competing for a slice 
of  political action, identity politics 
became the most efficient way of  keep-
ing and getting their snouts in the 
trough of  power.

In the early days of  Independence, of  
course, the Congress, radiating with 
the afterglow of  being the political 
party of  the freedom struggle, success-

fully represented the proverbial every-
one: the upper caste, the lower caste, 
the Hindu, the Muslim, the poor, the 
affluent, the middle classes, the peas-
antry, the trader, the nationalist, and 
all variations thereof.

Even as challenges came from the 
CPI (which accused Nehru’s govern-
ment of  not being socialist enough), 
and from C  Rajagopalachari’s 
Swatantra Party (which accused 
Nehru’s government of  being too so-
cialist), the Congress managed itself  
to be seen as everything to everyone in 
the first two decades of  the ‘sovereign 
democratic republic’.

The addition of  the words ‘socialist’ 
and ‘secular’ — to the existing ‘sover-
eign’ and ‘democratic’ in the preamble 
of  the Constitution — via the 
Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 
1976, during Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency was a good indicator of  
the desperate need for the Congress in 
government to emphasise that it, and 

not the communist parties, was the 
natural port of  call for the peasantry 
and working class, and that it, and not 
other entities, was the protector of  
Muslims and other minorities.

The 1956-founded Republican Party 
of  India (itself  evolving out of  the 
Scheduled Castes Federation founded 
by B R Ambedkar in 1942) made as lit-
tle headway in electoral politics as a 
party representing Dalits as the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, founded in 
1951 by Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, 
representing Hindus.

It was only after Janata Dal Prime 
Minister V P Singh announced in 
Parliament in 1990 that his govern-
ment was keen on implementing the 
recommendations for reservations 
along caste lines made by the 
Government of  India Report of  the 
Backward Classes Commission — 
a.k.a. the ‘Mandal Commission’ — set 
up by the 1979 Morarji Desai Janata 
government to “identify the socially 
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Caste and crew: On the sets of Satyajit Ray’s 
Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne, Nemai Ghosh, 1968

INDRAJIT HAZRA

and educationally backward”, that  
saw political parties ideologically 
moored to identity politics erupt.

If  the Bahujan Samaj Party, founded 
by Kanshi Ram in 1984 to represent 
Dalits in general and Jatavs in par-
ticular, had lost its security deposit in 
222 of  the 246 seats it contested in the 
1989 Lok Sabha, by 1993, riding the 
Mandal surf, it came to power in 
Uttar Pradesh in a coalition with 
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi 
Party, a political entity ‘for Yadavs 
and Muslims’. In 1997, breaking away 
from the Janata Dal to create his own 
identity politics brand equity after 
the fodder scam made his tenure in 
the party untenable, Lalu Prasad 
Yadav formed the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal — this after two stints as chief  
minister of  Bihar that started in that 
magic year for caste politics, 1990.

Year Mandal also marked the break-
out year for the BJP, which now was 
able to pitch itself  properly as the 
‘sole unifier’ of  Hindus in a political 
marketplace filled with self-pro-
claimed guardians of  more and more 
atomised identities. The Babri 
Masjid demolition in December 1992 
would become both the cause and an 
effect of  this trajectory.

At the national level, the 1990s and 
2000s saw the golden age of  coali-
tions: each ‘tribal chief ’ bringing 
their tribes demands and support to 
the long wooden table. But for both 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led NDA 

government and the Sonia Gandhi-
led, Manmohan Singh-prime minis-
tered UPA government, identity poli-
tics retained its lustre.

That is, until the ‘coalition compul-
sions’ that made corruption so visi-
ble and risible for a national elector-
ate, ended the UPA’s tenure. Gujarat 
CM-turned-BJP’s prime ministerial 
candidate managed to convince 
India’s voters in 2014 that more than 
just narrow pipelines are needed as 
delivery mechanisms for ‘corrup-
tion-free’ development and progress.

This hardly spelt the end of  caste 
and religious politics. It was about 
identity politics getting subsumed. 
Identity-based deliverables — as seen 
in both Nitish Kumar’s victory in 
Bihar and Narendra Modi’s BJP’s in 
UP — is today a more evolved, sophis-
ticated, precise and subtle welding of  
the promise of  governance and devel-
opment with micro-managing the 
caste and community pipelines.

In Annihilation of  Caste, 
Ambedkar had written, “I have no 
hesitation in saying that if  the 
Mahomedan has been cruel, the 
Hindu has been mean; and meanness 
is worse than cruelty.” And by ‘mean-
ness’ he meant denying the fruits of  
empowerment and wealth. Pure ID 
politics of  the kind in decline today 
— as witnessed by the defenestration 
of  Mayawati and defeat of  the Yadav 
clan in UP, and the relative ease with 
which Nitish Kumar could dump 
Lalu Yadav in Bihar — was based on 
denying those not ‘in your fold’.

The new identity politics seeks to 
retain community and caste lines, 
perhaps even to accentuate them. But 
the stated objective is to make this 
kind of  identification easier to deliv-
er the goods. In that sense, it is a re-
turn to the old British strategy of  
classify and rule. It’s about not being 
stingy to anyone any more. Or, at any 
rate, not coming across as mean.

indrajit.hazra@timesgroup.com

OVER THE YEARS, 
INDEPENDENT INDIA’ S 
POLITICAL PARTIES 
LEARNT WELL FROM 
THE MUSLIM LEAGUE 
TEMPLATE

India’s independence was the harbinger of a wave of de-
colonisation, which by the mid-1970s, had brought the
age of European empires to an end across Asia and Afri-
ca. Since then, the erstwhile Jewel in the Crown has sto-
od out among the cohort of countries that became inde-
pendent since the middle of the last century. For all of In-
dia’s myriad flaws, on the 70th anniversary of our inde-
pendence, a little bit of triumphalism is surely in order.
The big picture is that India is the world’s fastest-grow-
ing major economy and a rambunctious and reasonably
successful democracy.

Seven decades of institutional stability — the same
Constitution, parliamentary democracy, regular trans-
fers of powers, and an independent, if deeply flawed, ju-
diciary — is nothing to be scoffed at. All success is rela-
tive. Among large countries that escaped the shackles of
colonialism around the same time, Egypt is a military
dictatorship, while Indonesia has seen an unsteady tran-
sition to democracy after the autocracy of the Suharto
years. Brazil has had several Constitutions in its nearly
two centuries of independent existence. The contrast
with Pakistan, where no democratically elected Prime
Minister has completed a full term, is obvious.

The benefits of institutional stability are obvious, and
we would urge the utmost caution in attempting to tamp-
er with long-standing arrangements, such as the special
status of Kashmir. Or, for that matter, sudden attempts to
introduce rules that appear to make it impossible to law-
fully consume beef in a diverse country.

This stability has enabled the ship of state to change
course, notably when it comes to the economy. In 1991, In-
dia pivoted to a market economy abandoning a stated
commitment to socialism, a transition that continues to-
day, more than a quarter-century later.

A deepening of social
and economic freedom,
we would argue, must be
the national project for
the decades to come.

On the social front, the
criminalisation of con-
sensual gay sex diminish-
es the country’s status as
a great democracy. As do
attempts to ban books or
shut down discussions,
both by governments and
mobs. In the looming con-
test with China, India’s
soft power is a source of
strength that needs all the
help it can get.

Greater freedom for bu-
siness has resulted in the
creation of a large and vi-
brant private sector. India

is today a member of the G20, largely due to the success
of private sector-led development since 1991.

The coming to power of the second BJP government,
led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, appears to be
bringing about a change of course almost as consequen-
tial as the 1991reforms. It’s hard to argue, that the govern-
ment is not carrying out big-bang reforms. Besides intro-
ducing the goods and services tax (GST) and a bankrupt-
cy code, it has quietly moved to eliminate both the cook-
ing gas and kerosene subsidies.

The war on corruption (essentially tax evasion) has
been ferocious. It involves investigative agencies such as
the CBI and ED, regulators such as Sebi, structural re-
forms such as GST and, more controversially, demoneti-
sation. Few can cavil at this. Greater tax compliance is a
significant structural reform and history shows that
countries whose citizens dodge taxes less tend to do bet-
ter in the long run.

Less unaccounted-for money would mean stronger
balance sheets and, hence, more capacity to invest. Bad
Indian habits, such as paying for real estate and luxury
good with cash, deserve to disappear. But the govern-
ment must also take care to ensure that the tax inspector
does not get overmighty. The crackdown on tax evasion
— as distinct from legal tax avoidance — must be accom-
panied by vigorous implementation of other parts of the
Prime Minister’s agenda such as ease of doing business,
and reducing uncertainty by not indulging in frequent
rule changes, bans and retrospective amendments.

Going forward, fixing the so-called twin balance sheet
problem by way of the bankruptcy code is key to revers-
ing a slump in investment and fixed capital formation. A
worrying aspect of the Modi years is a sharp decline in
the savings and investment from the 34-35% range achi-
eved at the height of the 2004-08 boom. There is no easy so-
lution to this.

The new bankruptcy framework is forcing some of the
great and good of Indian business to confront a funda-
mental rule of capitalism: you will lose control of your
company if you can’t service your debt. Hopefully, the
cleaning up of company and bank balance sheets will
lead to higher investment and growth and, concomitant-
ly, more revenues for the social sector, which can tackle
the still widespread poverty that continues to blight In-
dia’s tryst with destiny.

This 70th
Birthday
Deserves to be
Celebrated 
Freedom is… to grow unencumbered

THE NEW REALITY 
IN INDIAN BUSINESS: 
YOU’LL LOSE CONTROL 
OF YOUR COMPANY IF 
YOU’RE UNABLE TO 
SERVICE YOUR DEBT

SRI AUROBINDO

August 15, 1947, marks for India
the end of an old era and the beg-
inning of a new age. But we can
also make it — by our life and
acts as a free nation — an impor-
tant date for the whole world,
for the political, social, cultural
and spiritual future of humanity.

August 15 is my own birthday
and it is gratifying to me that it
should have assumed this vast
significance. I take this coinci-
dence, not as a fortuitous acci-
dent, but as the sanction and
seal of the divine force that gui-
des my steps on the work with
which I began life, the begin-
ning of its full fruition. Indeed,
on this day I can watch almost
all the world movements that I
hoped to see fulfilled in my life-
time, though then they looked
like impracticable dreams,
arriving at fruition or on their
way to achievement. In all the-
se movements, free India may
well play a large part and take
a leading position.

India today is free but lacks
unity. At one moment, it almost
seemed as if in the very act of
liberation, she would fall back
into the chaos of separate states
that preceded the British conqu-
est. But, fortunately, it now see-
ms probable that this danger
will be averted.… An increasi-
ng recognition of the necessity
not only of peace and concord
but of common action, by the
practice of common action and
the creation of means for that
purpose will enable unity to
come about under whatever
form.… Unity is necessary for
the greatness of India’s future.

Such is the content that I put
into this date of India’s libera-
tion; whether or how far this
hope will be justified depends
upon the new and free India.

India’s Role in
Global Future

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesgroup.com

Data Residency
Key for Users
Apropos the Edit, ‘TRAI Con-
sultation Raises Key Issues’
(Aug 14), most of the sensitive
information Indian users ex-
change on the internet resides
abroad. As a result, the gov-
ernment needs to act as a tou-
gh regulator either by creat-
ing separate intelligence units
in the communication domain
or by empowering CERT-In for
overall regulation. There is an
urgent need for a domestic
data repository that will pro-
tect the privacy of citizens.

MOLISHREE
By email
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