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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary Words Weekly PDF: 

17th- 23rd JULY 2017

 

1. After globalisation’s promise 
Sluggish global growth should prompt India to look inward — at augmenting public investment 

to spur demand. 

‘Hyperglobalisation’ has been used to describe the dramatic increase in international trade 

witnessed for about a decade and a half from the early 1990s up to the global financial crisis of 

2008. The imagery intended is one of an increasing connectedness among nations leading to a 

virtuous cycle of economic expansion. 

By a trait common to every generation, we tend to assume that ours is somehow unique, in this 

case with respect to globalisation. However, if we are to take the long view, we would find that 

this is no more than a conceit. Starting some time in the last quarter of the 19th century, for 

close to 50 years, the world saw an expansion in trade that was actually as great or even greater 

than during the recently concluded phase. Then had also occurred an unprecedented movement 

of capital and of people. British capital flowed into building the railways across the world, 

immigrants moved from Europe to the United States and Asian labour was moved to the sites of 

deployment of western capital. 
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End of a phase 

So, the facts are that the world has seen the waxing and waning (उतार – चढाव)  of global traffic 

in goods, capital and people. To be precise, the phase of high trade starting 1870 came to an end 

with the First World War and was to revive, slowly, only after the Second. Then, following the 

collapse of East European communism in the early 1990s, there was a resurgence in global trade. 

Now even this phase has somewhat abruptly (अचानक) ended with the global financial crisis. 

Economists who study trade flows have gone to the extent of claiming that hyperglobalisation 

was a one-time event unlikely to be repeated. Though some may hold that we ought to shun 

economists offering predictions with as much diligence as we should beware of enemies bearing 

gifts, it may pay us to heed their prognosis, for were it to be true, it has implications for 

economic possibilities in India. Note that even if vigour were to return to the global economy 25 

years from now, that would still account for a significant chunk of the working life of an Indian, 

for which period alternative economic opportunities would have to be found. 

Role of technology 

What underlies the scepticism expressed regarding a revival of global trade? The view is based 

on the observation that especially 19th century globalisation was underpinned by technological 

advances that facilitated trade. The advent of the telegraph is alluded to along with the 

invention of the internal combustion engine. The former enabled the communications 

infrastructure intrinsic to trade and the latter enabled the fast, reliable and cheap transportation 

of goods across seas. These advances, we are told, dwarf anything since, including the Internet, 

in terms of their capacity to expand trade. And, none is foreseen in the immediate future. 

This account of how advances in technology fuelled trade is of undoubted relevance but remains 

partial in that it leaves out the role of the growth in demand for these technologies. It was, after 

all, the growing market for British goods as Indian manufacturing was dislodged following 

military conquest and as British capital flowed into the laying of a rail network in parts of Latin 

America and Africa that provided the demand for development of cheaper communication and 

transportation technology. Therefore, it may as well be said that trade expanded as the demand 

for goods grew. However, it is yet true that when global demand expands, countries can exploit 

the trade route to grow their economies. This was the great promise of globalisation held out to 

the developing countries in the 1990s. Now, what does all this have to do with us in India today? 

A great deal, actually. 
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The slowdown and India 

If the world economy is set to grow slowly for the foreseeable future, a premise of much of the 

economic policy in India since 1991 would have to be replaced. It had been assumed then that 

globalisation was here to stay and India had only to hitch onto its current to ride to prosperity. 

This India has even successfully done in phases since. Now, however, we need to recognise that 

the game may have changed substantially — even if not irrevocably, as the experts claim. The 

shift that has taken place is visible most in the IT industry. Quarterly growth only inches forward 

there and insecurity grips its particularly young workforce. In retrospect, we can see the 

hollowness of the boast that had made the rounds a decade ago that India need not bother with 

manufacturing when it could leapfrog into a service economy led by IT exports. Now, “bricks and 

mortar” is no longer something to be spurned and soiling our hands may be part of the business 

of earning our living for some time to come. 

Recognising the diminished tempo of globalisation, India’s economic policymakers must address 

the growth of the home market, which is the demand for goods and services emanating from 

within the country. The immediate points of action and the appropriate instruments can be 

identified without much strain on our ingenuity. In the short run or the present, when the global 

economy is sluggish, only domestic investment can move demand. 

In India, we have been witnessing slowing or depressed private investment for close to five years 

by now. There is a view that this has to do with tight monetary policy. It is true that the real 

lending rate for firms has been rising as inflation is falling. Such a policy stance can be justified 

only by resorting to the claim that the Reserve Bank of India knows something about future 

inflation that we don’t, in particular that inflation is set to rise again soon. Barring this possibility, 

there is a case for cutting the repo rate now, and there is a clamor for this. But there are reasons 

to doubt the potency of such an action, one each from the supply and the demand sides. Given 

that they hold non-performing assets, the banks are extremely wary of lending. Any significant 

resumption of lending by banks may be hostage to their first resolving the bad loans problem. 

Ditto with the firms, which are themselves debt-laden. Are they likely to take on more of it, just 

because it is offered at a lower rate, before cleaning up their balance sheets? 

On public investment 

Independently of the ‘twin balance sheet problem’, Keynesian economics has long recognised 

that lowering the rate of interest may not do much for private investment if the expected rate of 

return is depressed. The slowing of both global trade and domestic manufacturing may have had 
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precisely this effect by lowering the long-term expectations held by private investors. We do, 

however, know how to buoy up flagging demand. You do this through public investment. In 

response to the argument heard at the highest level of policymaking that there are no viable 

projects to be had, one need only refer to a recent news report on the state of our roads and 

bridges. It is reported that 23 bridges and tunnels on India’s national highways are over 100 

years old, of which 17 require rehabilitation (पुनर्ाास) or major maintenance. As many as 123 

other bridges in the country require immediate attention and 6,000 are “structurally distressed”. 

Infrastructure is unique in that spending on it raises aggregate demand and when it actually 

comes on stream, it raises the productivity of investment elsewhere in the economy. ‘Roads and 

bridges’ are a metaphor (लक्षण) for the public infrastructure that the Indian economy can 

fruitfully absorb today. For the country’s political leadership, the task is no longer to find trading 

partners to hug but to buckle down to the heavy lifting of expanding physical infrastructure. 

Magical Vocabulary from “The Hindu Editorial” 

1. Augment (verb)बढ़ाऩा: Make (something) greater by adding to it; increase.  

Synonyms:  Increase, add to, supplement, build up, enlarge, expand, extend, raise, multiply, 

swell, grow 

Example:  It may be used for purposes such as augmenting the water supply to neighbouring 

areas. 

2. Sluggish (noun)मन्दगति /आलसी: Slow-moving or inactive.  

Synonyms: Lethargic, listless, lacking in energy, lifeless, inert, inactive, underactive, slow, torpid, 

languid. 

Example: Finance officials conceded that their job of promoting prosperity was being made 

harder by the sluggish global economy. 

3. Virtuous (adjective)कल़ाप्रवीण /ध़ार्ममक /नके: Having or showing high moral standards. 

Synonyms:Righteous, good, pure, whiter than white, saintly, angelic, moral, ethical, upright. 

Example: For one thing, the sanctimonious sermons by journalists about how virtuous and 

upstanding they are make them easy to detest. 
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 4. Collapse (noun)तगऱावट /एक़ाएक तगरऩा:  An instance of a structure falling down or in.  

Synonyms: Breakdown, failure, disintegration, end,crash. 

Example: Who knew the share-price was about to collapse because the structure was so 

unsteady? 

5. Diligence (noun)पररश्रम/कममठि़ा/ित्परि़ा: Careful and persistent work or effort 

Synonyms: Conscientiousness, assiduousness, assiduity, hard work, application, concentration, 

effort. 

Example: The practice of democracy is tenuous and fragile - it requires ongoing attention and 

diligence. 

6. Prognosis (noun)भतवष्यद्व़ाणी /रोग क़ा लक्षण /पूव़ामनमु़ान 

Synonyms: Forecast, prediction, prognostication, prophecy, divination, augury. 

Example: The doctors' prognosis has been supported by her recent competition results. 

7. Ingenuity (noun)सरलि़ा /कौशल: The quality of being clever, original, and inventive. 

Synonyms: Inventiveness, creativity, imagination, innovation, enterprise, insight, perception. 

Example: Only with human ingenuity, inspiration and ability can we sample what our 

neighbouring world has to offer.  

8. Clamor(noun)कोल़ाहल / तिल्ल़ाहट: A loud and confused noise, especially that of people 

shouting vehemently. 

Synonyms: Din, racket, rumpus, loud noise, uproar, tumult, shouting, yelling, screaming, roaring. 

Example: In our society, a multitude of spiritual gurus clamor for our attention. 

2. No common ground on the Doklam plateau 

China and India see the stand-off very differently — it’s important for the Special 

Representatives to meet 
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The Doklamplateau has become the unlikely scene of the latest India-China imbroglio. The 

region falls within Bhutanese territory, but this is now questioned by China. The Chumbi valley is 

vital for India, and any change is fraught with dangerous possibilities. The incident stems from 

differences between Bhutan and India on the one hand and China on the other as to the exact 

location of the tri-junction between the three countries. 

In 2007, India and Bhutan had negotiated a Friendship Treaty to replace an earlier one. 

According to the revised treaty, the two countries are committed to coordinate on issues 

relating to their national interests. The terms of the 2007 Friendship Treaty are somewhat milder 

than the one it replaced, which provided India greater latitude in determining Bhutan’s foreign 

relations, but there is little doubt about the import of the revised treaty. 

Cartographic aggression 

China’s current claims over the Doklam plateau should be seen as yet another instance of 

cartographic(the science or art of making maps) aggression, which China often engages in. It is, 

however, China’s action of building an all-weather road on Bhutan’s territory, one capable of 

sustaining heavy vehicles, that has prompted Bhutan and India to coordinate their actions in 

their joint national interests, under the terms of the 2007 Friendship Treaty. 

Many of the points involved in the current stand-off are disputed or disputable. The Sikkim 

(India)-China border was the only settled segment of the nearly 4,000-km-long India-China 

border. It adheres to the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890, signed between Britain and China, 

though the exact location of the tri-junction is today in dispute. The Indian side puts it near 

Batang La, while China claims that it is located at Mt. Gipmochi further south. The Bhutanese are 

rather equivocal about China’s claims, acknowledging that Tibetan graziers had free access to 

the Doklam plateau and the Dorsa Nala area, but accept the fact that the tri-junction is at Batang 

La. 

China has long eyed this area. It has been keen to establish its physical presence in a region that 

it claims belongs to China according to the 1890 Convention. With China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) gaining momentum, and completion of infrastructure programmes such as the 

Lhasa-Shigatse Railway, China appears to have turned its attention to the Doklam plateau, eying 

an opportunity to establish a strong presence close to the Indian border. 

The Doklam plateau has indirectly figured in the several rounds of border talks that have been 

held between China and Bhutan. Reliable reports suggest that China is not unwilling to make 
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generous concessions to Bhutan in return for a mutually acceptable border settlement. Thus, 

China appears willing to make concessions in the north, in return for land in the west, comprising 

the eastern shoulder of the Chumbi valley which incorporates the Doklam plateau. 

It would be a serious mistake to treat the present incident as another run-of-the-mill border 

incident on the pattern of incidents reported from different points on the disputed Sino-Indian 

border. There are substantial differences, for instance, between the current incident in the 

Doklam plateau and past stand-offs such as the ones in Depsang and Chumar, or even for that 

matter, the 1986-87 Wangdungincident near Sumdorong Chu in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Neither side appears to be in a mood to cede ground regarding the dispute. The rhetoric from 

the Chinese side has been unusually shrill with China laying down ‘conditionalities’ that “India 

should withdraw its troops to the Indian side of the border to uphold the peace/tranquillity of 

the China-India border areas as a precondition for essential peace talks”. Implicit threats of an 

even more serious situation developing, leading to even more serious consequences, if India did 

not step back have also been made. The rhetoric seems to convey the message that these are 

not empty threats. 

Unintended consequences 

China may have temporarily halted its road construction programme, but it appears determined 

to hold on to its position. India is equally clear that it cannot afford to back down, as of now, 

having gone to Bhutan’s assistance at a time of need. With both sides intent on a show of 

strength, the potential it has to provoke an incident with unintended consequences is quite high. 

China and India see the Doklam stand-off very differently. For China, the issue is one of territorial 

‘sovereignty’. For India, the issue is one of national security. Both appear irreconcilable. China is 

generally not known to make concessions when it comes to aspects of territorial ‘sovereignty’. 

The entire saga of the Sino-Indian border dispute hinges on this, with China unwilling to make 

territorial concessions regarding areas over which it once claimed suzerainty. India, for its part 

cannot be seen to be compromising on its national security. This would be the case if Chinese 

claims to the Doklam plateau are accepted and the tri-junction is accepted to be further south at 

Mt. Gipmochi. It would bring China within striking distance of India’s vulnerable ‘Chicken Neck’, 

the Siliguri Corridor, the life-line to India’s Northeast. This has always been seen as India’s 

‘Achilles heel’, and ensuring its security has figured prominently in India’s calculation from the 

beginning. The possibilities and consequences are both immense and serious. 
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Diplomacy should ordinarily have been the way out, but relations between India and China are 

far from cordial at present. Even at the highest levels, there are few signs of a thaw. No bilateral 

meeting took placebetween Prime Minister NarendraModi and Chinese President Xi Jinping at 

the G20 summit in Hamburg earlier this month. There were no consequential meetings 

subsequently, including during the BRICS conclave. 

India must read proper meanings into China’s unwillingness to hold talks at the highest level. 

China is categorically laying down difficult pre-conditions for talks, though India is open to the 

idea of discussions without pre-conditions. These are well reflected in the differences seen 

between the high voltage Chinese reaction and the measured response of the Indian side. 

The play for Bhutan 

One implication could possibly be that the Chinese wish to convey the impression that this is an 

issue between China and Bhutan, and it does not recognise the India-Bhutan ‘special 

relationship’ which provides an Indian guarantee for Bhutanese sovereignty. Another is that the 

Chinese believe that on their own they can make peace with Bhutan and it is India’s 

‘interference’ that is complicating matters. China can be expected to pursue this line vigorously 

from now on. 

The geo-political situation, meanwhile, is in a state of flux. Scope for mediation from quarters 

friendly to both countries is, hence, limited. If anything, China seems to be more advantageously 

placed than India. India’s friends are most unlikely to pressurise or persuade China to step back. 

This leaves India to play a lone hand. 

The only silver lining is that both India and China, though for different reasons, are reluctant to 

engage in an open conflict — one that could prove detrimental to both. The Chinese economy is 

slowing down at present and the main preoccupation is to regain its past momentum. China is 

also preparing for its 19th Party Congress, at which Xi Jinping hopes to establish full control. It is, 

hence, anxious to avoid any kind of major distraction. India’s reluctance again centres on the 

economy. Its concerns are that a conflict would stymie economic growth. Both, therefore, have 

valid reasons not to provoke a conflict. 

If the deadlock is to be broken, and if diplomacy is ruled out for the present, other measures will 

need to be considered. One available option is the Special Representative Meeting (SRM) that 

was set up primarily to deal with border issues. Over the past decade and a half, the SRM has 

been enlarged to some extent to deal with strategic issues. The issue of the Doklam plateau may 
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not fall neatly into either compartment, but it does not prevent the two countries from pursuing 

this option. 

It will not be the first time that the SRM has been used in this manner to deal with knotty 

problems outside border matters, and I can personally vouchsafe for this. As of now, it appears 

to be the only viable and meaningful option to tackle the impasse. The Special Representatives 

should, hence, urgently establish contact and work out a modus vivendi that would ensure a 

solution without loss of face for either side. 

Magical Vocabulary from “The Hindu Editorial” 

1. Plateau (noun)उच्चस्थली /पह़ाडी मदै़ान /पठ़ार: A state of little or no change following a period of 

activity or progress. 

Synonyms:  upland, tableland, plain, mesa, highland, coteau. 

Example:  General awareness of e-business has now reached a plateau. 

2. Imbroglio (noun)उलझन /जरटलि़ा: An extremely confused, complicated, or embarrassing 

situation. 

Synonyms: Complicated situation, complication, problem, difficulty, predicament, trouble, 

confusion. 

Example: The present imbroglio between the exhibitors and artistes, producers and directors 

should be sorted out amicably within the legal frame. 

3. Equivocal (adjective)गोलमोल /सदंदग्ध़ाथमक/अस्पष्य: Open to more than one interpretation; 

ambiguous. 

Synonyms:Ambiguous, indefinite, noncommittal, vague, imprecise, inexact, inexplicit 

Example: Success was equivocal , until it was pointed out that the charm lacked a joint. 

 4. Rhetoric (noun)वक्रपटुि़ा /भ़ाषण कल़ा:  The showing of politeness in one's attitude and 

behavior toward others. 

Synonyms: Bombast, turgidity, grandiloquence, magniloquence, pomposity, extravagant 

language. 
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Example: I have been impressed by rhetoric on dealing with inefficiency in the public services. 

5. Sovereignty’ (noun)सपं्रभिु़ा/सवोच्च सत्त़ा: Supreme power or authority. 

Synonyms: Jurisdiction, rule, supremacy, dominion, power, ascendancy, suzerainty, hegemony. 

Example: The sovereignty of this Parliament is the one thing that underpins everything about 

this country. 

6. Irreconcilable (adjective)कट्टर तवरोधी /असगंि: (of ideas, facts, or statements) representing 

findings or points of view that are so different from each other that they cannot be made 

compatible. 

Synonyms: Incompatible, at odds, at variance, conflicting, clashing, antagonistic, mutually 

exclusive. 

Example: These are truly irreconcilable views, and how this is resolved will have major 

ramifications. 

7. Cordial (adjective)ह़ार्ददक /सौह़ादमपणूम/मैत्रीपणूम: Warm and friendly.  

Synonyms: Friendly, warm, genial, affable, amiable, pleasant, fond, affectionate, warmhearted. 

Example: The ministers claimed that the meeting was held in a very cordial manner and friendly 

manner. 

8. Anxious (noun)चितिि/व्य़ाकुल: Experiencing worry, unease, or nervousness, typically about an 

imminent event or something with an uncertain outcome 

Synonyms: Worried, concerned, uneasy, apprehensive, fearful, perturbed, troubled, bothered. 

Example: After a small stretch of career-related anxiousness I feel like good things are unfolding. 

9. Reluctance (noun)अतनच्छ़ा: Unwillingness or disinclination to do something. 

Synonyms: Disinclination, hesitation, indisposition, hesitancy 

Example: The reluctance by our present government to investigate thoroughly and put closure 

on this matter is shameful. 
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10. Vouchsafe (verb)तवभतूषि करऩा/ध्य़ान दने़ा/अनगु्रह करऩा: Give or grant (something) to 

(someone) in a gracious or condescending manner. 

Synonyms:  Pay attention, note, mind, reck, attend, decorate, adorn, guerdon. 

Example:  The male of the species was not disgraced, that much I can vouchsafe. 

 

3. The big squeeze on civil society: on the right to freedom 

of expression 

The state must respect articulation of the politics of ‘voice’, and not just the politics of the ‘vote’ 

In May 2015, a host of civil society organisations wrote an open letter to the Prime Minister of 

India. The opening paragraph said: “We write to you, as members and as representatives of civil 

society organisations, and above all as Indian citizens, to express our deep concern on how civil 

society organisations and their donors are being labelled and targeted. Funds are frozen, 

intelligence reports are selectively released to paint NGOs in a poor light, and their activities are 

placed on a watch list. NGO projects have been shut down, donors are unable to support work, 

and there is an overall atmosphere of State coercion and intimidation in the space of civil 

society.” 

The letter continued: “Our work for the poor and the marginalised might involve questioning and 

protest decisions taken by the government, and this is our right. The government may not agree 

with what our policies are, from opposing nuclear power plants to campaigning to the right to 

food. Yet we expect the government to protect our democratic right to protest without being 

targeted as anti-national.” 

The open letter emphasised the violation of two democratic rights by the government: the right 

to freedom of expression including the right to protest, and the right to form associations. 

Democracy beyond elections 

The issues raised by the letter have to be taken seriously. Civil society as the sphere of 

associational life forms the backbone of democracy. The right to participate in an activity we call 

politics is not, and cannot be, restricted to just elections. Elections are but the starting point of 
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the democratic project. Citizens have the right to scrutinize the work of their representatives, 

publicise acts of omission and commission, such as infringement of civil liberties, appropriation 

of tribal land for purposes of accumulation, failure of governments to provide a reasonable 

standard of life for the citizens, and engage with leaders on the troubled issue of political 

conflicts. The right to engage with, interrogate and criticise representatives is an integral part of 

democracy. Without this right democracy becomes farcical, an empty term, a phantom concept, 

an illusion. 

Democracy is ultimately about the rights of the people who vote representatives into power, to 

speak back to abuse of power. There has been too much emphasis on democracy as elections in 

India. The heat needs to be taken off elections. We need to be conscious of what happens 

between elections, given the opacity of government, given its awesome power over the lives and 

liberties of citizens, and given the propensity of every government to appropriate, accumulate 

and misuse power. This can be checked, provided we appreciate the competence of ordinary 

people to participate in political campaigns in civil society. 

The focus on civil society dates back to the 1980s, when political scientists began to speak of a 

‘crisis of representation’. Citizens across the world had shifted from older and traditional forms 

of representation, such as political parties and trade unions, to ‘newer’ modes: social 

movements, informal citizen groups and non-governmental organisations. 

Rise of civil society 

The worldwide shift to civil society was catalysed by the mobilisation of people against Stalinist 

states in Eastern and Central Europe in the 1970s and the 1980s. Citizens turned their back on 

unresponsive and authoritarian states and formed associations, such as reading clubs and soup 

kitchens, in a metaphorical space outside the state. This space they called civil society. The 

power of popular mobilisation was in full view in 1989, when some very powerful states fell like 

the proverbial house of cards before agitating but peaceful crowds assembled on the streets. 

And the term civil society came on to everyone’s lips, as a companion concept to democracy. 

In India, by the late 1970s, the decline of all institutions gave rise to several mass-based political 

movements and grassroots activism. The anti-caste movement, the struggle for gender justice, 

the movement for civil liberties, for a sound environment, and against mega development 

projects that have displaced thousands of poor tribals and hill dwellers, the movement against 

child labour, for the right to information, for shelter, for primary education, and for food security 

have mobilised in civil society. The fact that vital issues related to livelihoods, to the fulfilment of 
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basic needs, and for justice were not taken up by political parties but by civil society 

organisations acted to propel hopes in civil society as an alternative to the non-performing state 

and an unresponsive party system. 

For unlike the Scandinavian experience, in India trade unions are yoked to political parties and 

represent a minuscule (एक प्रकार का हस्तलेख) percentage of the workforce. Unions have 

shown little interest either in the welfare of the unorganised sector which constitutes 94% of the 

working class, or in the welfare of peasants. And political parties tend to think of social rights as 

an electoral/populist ploy rather than a basic right of citizens. In the first decade of the 21st 

century, civil society organisations stepped in to represent the interests of the most deprived 

and the most marginalised in the country. Mobilisation proved effective, and the enactment of 

social rights followed a number of civil society campaigns, the filing of Public Interest Litigations 

in the Supreme Court, and the onset of a new phase of judicial activism. 

On the back foot 

Today, we see the marginalisation of civil society and the sidelining of a rights-based approach to 

social policy. The BharatiyaJanata Party-led government at the Centre has no use for civil society 

activism or the politics of dissent. The government, along with the front organisations of the 

religious right, is determined to take over the political space as well as civil society. The 

perspective bodes ill for the future of democracy. From 2004 to 2014, civil society organisations 

came together to press upon the government the right of citizens to social goods. Once laws 

granting the right to information, to food, and to work had been passed, activists kept watch on 

acts of omission and commission, and issued citizen reports.Today, social security plans are 

announced without corresponding mobilisation of, consultation with or intervention of civil 

society organisations. On the contrary, the government has come down heavily on organisations 

by blocking their bank accounts, by putting a stop to funding, and by casting aspersions on their 

ability to represent the people of India. In many instances, non-governmental organisations such 

as Greenpeace have been projected as being anti-national. The government has made 

determined efforts to shrink the space available to civil society. 

The rather sharp reversal in the political fortunes of civil society compels us to recognise that 

civil society cannot be conceptualised independently of the state. A democratic state needs a 

democratic civil society. But a democratic civil society also needs a democratic state; a state that 

respects the politics of ‘voice’ as opposed to the politics of the ‘vote’. If the government respects 

the voice of citizens through the grant of the right to freedom of expression and association, it 
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should be enabling civil society to articulate aspirations, critically engage with the state, and 

issue social report cards. The promises of democracy can only be realised through collective 

action in civil society. If the state constrains civil society space, democracy is truncated, and 

citizens are seen only as voters. They are deprived of status. 

Magical Vocabulary from “The Hindu Editorial” 

1. Articulation (noun) जोडबदंी / स्पष्ट उच्च़ारण /पठ़ार: The action of putting into words an idea or 

feeling of a specified type. 

Synonyms:  Juncture,joint, lump, knot, hitch, kink, bale. 

Example:  Writing responses requires thought, reflection and articulation of ideas in language. 

2. Frozen (adjective) जडीकृि / जम ेहुए: Resting against another ball or a cushion. 

Synonyms: Icy,frosty, frosted, gelid, frozen solid, hard, (as) hard as iron, rimy, numb. 

Example: A Frozen summary of his ideas is difficult to pull off. 

3. Coercion (noun) बलप्रयोग: The practice of persuading someone to do something by using force 

or threats. 

Synonyms: Force, compulsion, constraint, duress, oppression, enforcement, harassment, 

intimidation. 

Example: It wasn't slavery because no coercion was used. 

 4. Scrutinize (verb) छ़ानबीन करऩा:  Examine or inspect closely and thoroughly. 

Synonyms: Examine, inspect, survey, study, look at, peruse, investigate, explore, probe, inquire 

into. 

Example: Tradition too is an important element, more so when one scrutinises the fundamentals 

of the game. 

5. Farcical (adjective) तवनोदपूणम / हसंी क़ा: Of or resembling a farce, especially because of absurd 

or ridiculous aspects. 

Synonyms: Ridiculous, preposterous, ludicrous, absurd, laughable, risible, nonsensical, senseless, 
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Example: This is farcical administration of the immigration law and it demeans the very concept 

of national interest. 

6. Conscious (adjective) सििे / ज़ागरूक: Aware of and responding to one's surroundings; awake. 

Synonyms: Deliberate, intentional, intended, purposeful, purposive, knowing, considered, 

calculated, wilful. 

Example: Dreams are highly personal communications between the subconscious and the 

conscious minds. 

7. Opacity (noun) अस्पष्टि़ा / अप़ारदर्मशि़ा: The condition of lacking transparency or translucence; 

opaqueness. 

Synonyms: Cloudiness, nontransparency, opaqueness, filminess, blurriness, blurredness, blur, 

haziness, haze 

Example: Despite its opacity , certain qualities of the proposed constitution shine through. 

4. Free exchange   Climate change and inequality 

ON JULY 12, the Larsen C ice shelf in Antarctica disgorged a chunk of ice the size of Delaware, a 

small state on America’s east coast. America’s government seems unfazed by the possibility that 

such shifts might one day threaten Delaware itself. Its climate defiance grows not only from the 

power of its fossil-fuel industry and the scepticism of the Republican party, but also from a sense 

of insulation from the costs of global warming. This confidence is misplaced. New research 

indicates not only that climate change will impose heavy costs on the American economy, but 

also that it will exacerbate inequality. 

Calculating the economic effects of climate change is no simple matter. It means working out 

how a given increase in global temperature affects local weather conditions; how local weather 

affects things like mortality and crop yields; how those changes add to or subtract from regional 

GDP; and how thousands of local-level changes in GDP add up nationally or globally. No sweat. 

The sheer number of moving parts means that the “damage function” used in many papers, 

which links changes in global temperature to economic costs, is not well characterised. The 

authors of a new study published in Science aim to firm things up. Solomon Hsiang of the 

University of California, Berkeley, Robert Kopp of Rutgers University and their co-authors run 
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their climate models repeatedly, for three different temperature scenarios, to see how 15 

different economic variables behave in 29,000 possible future states of the world, for each of 

3,143 American counties. 

Using that information, they assemble probability distributions showing the costs America is 

likely to sustain by the end of the century. Their findings are stark. Even a modest rise in 

temperature impairs American economic performance. An increase in global temperature of 

1.5°C is very likely to reduce annual output by the end of the century by between zero and 1.7%; 

a rise of 4°C would probably generate losses between 1.5% and 5.6% of GDP. These figures mask 

considerable variation across America. In some counties the models forecast a rise in local GDP 

of 10%; others face a staggering expected decline in annual output of 20%. 

 

It is not surprising that the nationwide costs of climate change should conceal losses in some 

places and gains in others; that is how averages work. But the distribution of losses matters. The 

study shows that the pain of climate change will fall more heavily on America’s poorest bits than 

on its richest areas. Falling crop yields and labour productivity, and rising mortality and crime, 

are expected to be especially pronounced in America’s hot southern counties, where incomes 

are below the national average. In richer New England and the Pacific north-west, in contrast, 

winters will be milder and less deadly, and agricultural yields may rise. The aggregate economic 

cost of climate change is reduced because the burden disproportionately falls on those with low 

incomes, hardly the ideal way to slash the cost of warming. 

Climate change is costly in part because its effects are uncertain, impairing investments and 

other actions which might mitigate its harms. Thus people would be willing to pay some money 

to know with greater certainty what higher temperatures will mean in future. Uncertainty 

around economic projections is highest in the poorest counties. For some of these places the 

worst outcomes could mean GDP losses of 40% or more. The authors reckon that after adjusting 

for the uncertainty of climate change, and for its unequal effects, the economic damage caused 

by a global temperature rise of 3°C could be 1.5-3 times bigger than the unadjusted aggregate 

figures suggest. 

Though focused on America, the analysis also describes the world’s climate problem. The costs 

of global climate change will again be unevenly (and uncertainly) distributed, but harm will often 

be smaller for richer, temperate countries. As a result the estimated economic loss from 

warming is almost certainly understated, because the nastiest effects are concentrated in places 
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where incomes are lowest: and, correspondingly, where tumbling incomes have the smallest 

effect on global GDP. 

Yet just because a county in Mississippi faces a harsher future as a result of climate change than 

a county in Washington does not mean Mississippians must fare worse than Washingtonians. 

The authors hold the distribution of America’s population constant in conducting their analysis, 

but point out that harm could be reduced by large-scale migration. Is that a realistic possibility? 

People do move as it grows hotter—but not in a uniform way. Research by Cristina Cattaneo and 

Giovanni Peri, for instance, shows that migration is an important element of the response to 

warming in middle-income countries, but that in poorer places the cost of moving locks people in 

place, amplifying the regressive impact of climate change. What is more, climate change might 

well require broad migrations from the middle latitudes to countries farther north or south, yet 

rich-country borders are far less porous (with respect to migrants from poorer countries, at 

least) than those in the developing world. Even within the large domestic territory of a country 

like America, mobility cannot be taken for granted; it has been falling in recent decades, even as 

economic fortunes have diverged and an opioid epidemic has ravaged some parts of the country 

while sparing others. 

Ice in their veins 

The rich are disproportionate contributors to the carbon emissions that power climate change. It 

is cruel and perverse, therefore, that the costs of warming should be disproportionately borne 

by the poor. And it is both insult and injury that the wealthy are more mobile in the face of 

climate-induced hardship, and more effective at limiting the mobility of others. The strains this 

injustice places on the social fabric might well lead to woes more damaging than rising 

temperatures themselves. 

5. IndUS Vs ChIndia 

Things have steadily gone south between India and China, purportedly over territorial spats and 

Beijing's malevolent backing of terrorists inimical to New Delhi. Both issues arise from larger 

differences in perception over each other's role in the region and across the world. Heated 

rhetoric, even talk of punitive war, is in the air. It is not a reassuring sight or sound for the world, 

let alone the neighbourhood, when two of the largest and fastest growing economies in the 
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world taunt and threaten each other through mouthpieces. And it certainly does not behoove of 

great civilisations. 

Such fine sentiments aside, what should be New Delhi's response to Beijing's belligerence? 

Acquiesce and seek accommodation with a neighbour whose economic growth is now the stuff 

of lore and appears to have given it military heft? Or seek alliances and partnership on its 

periphery in an effort to counter it? If it adopts the former policy , where does the slippery slope 

stop or end? And if the latter, how reliable will the partnerships be? 

In more propitious times, Indian MP and public intellectual Jairam Ramesh coined the 

portmanteau(distinct) term ChIndia amid hopes that constructive cooperation and competition 

between the Asian giants, who between them account for a third of the world's population, 

would trump confrontation and conflict. Indeed, the expectations did not appear entirely 

misplaced. China became India's largest trading partner as the two countries attempted to 

overcome the Himalayan mistrust between them through commercial engagement, even if 

people to-people contacts lagged. 

But much of the bilateral trade centred on goods and raw materials. Bangalore may have 

supplied granite for the Vietnam Memorial in Washington DC in the 1980s, but a decade ago, 

almost the entire edifice of Beijing Olympics was built on stone from India's Silicon Plateau. In 

those intervening decades, the same Plateau's fecund education system and engineering chops 

supplied the US not with stone but with services and tens of thousands of skilled workers, many 

of whom would become American citizens. They would eventually counter the ChIndia talk with 

their own IndUS projections, even though the two are not mutually exclusive and in an ideal 

world there could be a ChIndUS. 

India and the US have no borders but they have plenty in common, perhaps more than India has 

with China. They include, to a degree, language, democracy (however imperfect), open society 

(not free of prejudice), and a free press (occasionally supine. All these have led recent 

leadership, spurred by public opinion and business contacts, to surmise  that the two countries 

are natural partners, if not natural allies  New Delhi being allergic to the term allies. 

Indeed, if you combine goods and services, US-India commerce would easily top India-China 

trade. Besides, there is no country in the world  certainly not China  that is home to more than 

four million expatriates of Indian origin, including citizens and permanent residents. It is this 

constituency  highly educated, wealthy , and vocal  that propelled New Delhi closer to 

Washington in the last two decades and continues to do so, much to China's irritation. 
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Even within India, public sentiment appears to favour Washington over Beijing. This despite talk 

of civilisational contacts and Asian togetherness with our northeastern neighbour, and 

notwithstanding signs of US decline and China's rise. A recent Pew poll of 38 nations across the 

world showed a median of 42% saying the US remains the world's leading economy , but a 

striking 32% named China as Numero Uno. That included seven of 10 European nations (UK, 

Germany and Spain among them) and Australia, but not India. In India, 43% of respondents 

continue to see US as the top economy compared to 11% who think China is the top dog. 

Favourable opinion of China has also fallen in several Asian countries, including in Japan, South 

Korea, Vietnam, Indonesia and India. In India it has declined from 40% to 26% over the past 

three years as Beijing has persistently thwarted New Delhi's efforts to join the international high 

table. The slide is even more precipitous in Japan, where it has fallen from 55% in 2002 to 13% in 

2017. 

These numbers suggest that New Delhi should strengthen its Asian engagement even more, with 

or without US encouragement given the fickle nature of the current Washington 

dispensation.Besides, it is not as if the US will be charitable towards India or sympathetic to its 

issues with China, as it attempts to resolve its own wrangles with Beijing, with whom it has a 

massive, almost insurmountable, trade deficit. On more than one occasion, Washington has 

deferred to Beijing on issues critical to India. 

The road to countering China should not lead directly to Washington, but could go through 

Japan, Vietnam, South Korea and other Asian nations increasingly leery of an assertive China.In 

fact, the doctrinal change that President Donald Trump is enforcing  compelling US allies to 

spend their own lolly(money) on defence  actually works to India's advantage. A more sinewy 

Japan and Korea, along with Vietnam, can effectively counter Chinese hegemony . 

There being no permanent allies or friends in international relations, China itself can render all 

these plans infructuous simply by accommodating India's aspirations. But puffed up with its 

sense of economic accomplishment  undoubtedly impressive  there is no indication that Beijing is 

in any mood to entertain India. The Doklam spat is a small manifestation of that mindset. 

Magical Vocabulary from "The Times of India" 

1. Inimical (adjective) वर्रोधी/हावनकारक : tending to obstruct or harm./ unfriendly; hostile.  
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Synonyms: Harmful, injurious, detrimental, deleterious, prejudicial, damaging, hurtful, 

destructive, ruinous. 

Antonyms: Aiding, friendly, supportive. 

Example: Many of their doctrines are inimical to friendliness to the West. 

2. Behoove (verb) योग्य होना : It is a duty or responsibility for someone to do something; it is 

incumbent on. 

Synonyms: Be incumbent upon, be required of, be appropriate for, befit, beseem, 

Antonyms: Be inappropriate. 

Example: It behooves any coach to study his predecessors. 

3. Lore (noun) बुद्धिमानी/विक्षा/ सलाह: A body of traditions and knowledge on a subject or held 

by a particular group, typically passed from person to person by word of mouth. 

Synonyms: Knowledge, learning, wisdom, information. 

Example: It has been the subject of lore and the object of cravings for centuries. 

4. Propitious (adjective) अनुकूल/ मंगल: Giving or indicating a good chance of success; 

favorable. 

Synonyms: Favorable, auspicious, advantageous, fortunate, lucky, optimistic. 

Antonyms: inauspicious, inopportune, unlucky. 

Example: Even under far less propitious circumstances, military occupations have commonly 

been successful. 

5. Supine (adjective) लापरर्ाह/अवर्रोधी/उदासीन : Failing to act or protest as a result of moral 

weakness or indolence.  

Synonyms: Weak, spineless, yielding, effete, docile, acquiescent, pliant, submissive, passive, 

inert, spiritless 

Antonyms: strong, assertive, powerful, vigorous. 
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Example: A supine man is roughly dragged off like a carcass. 

6. Surmise (verb) अनुमान करना/ िंका करना : Suppose that something is true without having 

evidence to confirm it.  

Synonyms: Guess, conjecture, suspect, deduce, infer, conclude, theorize, speculate, divine, 

assume, presume, suppose. 

Antonyms: be certain, be proved. 

Example: He surmised that he could not be the sole source for the FBI’s information. 

7. Precipitous (adjective) उतार्ला/त्वररत : (of an action) done suddenly and without careful 

consideration. 

Synonyms: sudden, rapid, swift, abrupt, meteoric, steep, sheer, perpendicular, abrupt, sharp, 

vertical. 

Antonyms: calm, gradual, slow. 

Example: A precipitous drop in performance and a more rapid rate of fatigue often result. 

8. Sinewy (adjective) ताकतर्र /सिक्त :. powerful and sturdy or consisting of or resembling 

sinews. 

Synonyms: strong, sturdy, powerful, herculean, firm, stringy, fibrous. 

Antonyms: weak, infirm, feeble. 

Example: She says protection is the fiercest instinct — sinewy , jagged, unpredictable. 

9. Fickle (adjective) अद्धथथर/चपल : Changing frequently, especially as regards one's loyalties or 

affections. 

Synonyms: Capricious, changeable, variable, volatile, mercurial, inconstant, undependable, 

unsteady, unfaithful. 

Antonyms: constant, stable, reliable. 

Example: This is a fickle business where tastes, music and fashions can change at a whim. 
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10. Leery (adjective) आिंवकत / कपटपूणा/ चालाक: Cautious or wary due to realistic suspicions. 

Synonyms: Wary, cautious, careful, guarded, chary, suspicious, distrustful, worried, anxious, 

apprehensive. 

Antonyms: certain, clear, definite. 

Example: They're a little leery of actually trying to amend the Constitution. 

 

6. Is The Hindu A Victim? 

The targeting of Amarnath Yatris in Anantnag has sparked off a familiar narrative: Hindus are 

victims in their own land. According to this shopworn line, Hindus suffer in silence while attacks 

on Muslims are highlighted.From Paris to Manchester, every time Islamist terror strikes a 

western city , it is used to put the entire Muslim community in India on notice, even though as 

George Bush famously said, “India is a country which does not have a single al-Qaida member in 

a population of 150 million Muslims.“ The Hindu victimhood narrative which is nothing but an 

Islamophobic war cry against minorities, needs to be busted. 

Yes, those who died in Anantnag were innocent Hindu pilgrims. Yes, their killers may have been 

motivated by a radicalised Islam that spurs violence. But is that enough reason to spin a 

comprehensive story of Hindus at the mercy of a pincer attack from Islamic zealots and liberal 

“Hindu haters“? Such an imagined attack is not only dangerous fantasy but also deliberate 

strategy to create a fear psychosis when in fact the Hindu experiences no fear from minorities 

and is perfectly safe and free to practice his religion in whichever manner he wants. Deliberately 

manufactured “insults“ like Dhoni as Krishna on a magazine cover or whipped up  rage over a 

few seconds of azaan or imagined slights to Hinduism in books and movies are only means to 

keep the pot boiling and politicise both religion and society. 

Islamophobia reigns supreme, making Hindutva a mimic of extremist Islam. The fixation on the 

Islamic threat has meant that there are politicised Hindus now agitating for blasphemy laws, 

public punishment of crimes, some even issuing fatwas. Islamophobia is also growing because of 

perceptions of “appeasement“ of Muslims and a selective application of laws. But the special 

privileges sometimes granted to orthodox maulanas by short-sighted “secular“ politicians cannot 
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now be used to demand appeasement of radical Hindutva forces who are claiming total 

immunity from the law. 

The fact is Muslims are the worst victims of terrorism. In 2011BBC reported 82-97% of terrorism-

related fatalities over the last five years were Muslims, the Shia-Sunni conflict has resulted in the 

Muslim brotherhood turning on itself and in Kashmir the overwhelming majority of the 

thousands killed in militancy have been Muslims. So who's the victim here? Images of Muslim 

groups targeting Hindu shops in Bengal's Basirhat are troubling, but equally nasty  and sinister 

are the fake photographs being circulated on social media designed to push a strategic campaign 

that Bengal has become a hub of hatred for Hindus. 

Are Hindus victims in Bengal? No, they certainly are not, which is why the fake photos on social 

media found no resonance among the citizenry which palpably experiences no fear of Muslims. 

In fact, across India the Hindu experiences no fear at all from the Muslim, however relentlessly 

“love jihad“ campaigns are pushed by Hindutva foot soldiers. The exodus of Kashmiri Pandits 

was a terrible blot on Kashmir, and exposes the failures of successive governments in Srinagar. 

But is that reason enough to claim Hindus are under threat across the country? 

The Sachar Committee report showed horrifyingly low levels of education and healthcare among 

Muslims, falling rate of Muslim representation in bureaucracy and police, female literacy lower 

than SCs and STs; it showed only one out of 25 students in undergraduate colleges and one in 50 

in post graduate colleges are Muslims. If the community was “pampered“ and “appeased“ why 

doesn't this show in rising incomes and education? Or are we confusing the political patronage 

of imams with the average Indian Muslim? 

The pernicious whisper campaign that Muslims are reproducing faster than Hindus and will soon 

outnumber the majority is a myth as shown by the website India Spend, which reveals through 

figures that fertility rates are higher among poorer communities, both Hindu and Muslim, and 

are not based on religion.The Left and RSS outfits murdering each other in Kerala are comprised 

of Hindus on both sides. In fact whether it is the murders of Junaid, gau rakshaks lynching Pehlu 

Khan, the attack on a Muslim family in a train, or the slapping of sedition charges on those 

setting off crackers after an India-Pakistan cricket match, the reality is that it is Muslims who are 

the true victims of the narrative of muscular `nationalism'. 

By contrast, who or what is victimising Hindus? Who is oppressing Hindus? At a time when 

Muslim political representation is at an all time low, why should Hindus feel under attack? When 

Hindu mythology , festivals, iconography , imagery is now the dominant culture in art, books, 

movies and TV shows, when a government that openly declares that it is a Hindu nationalist 

https://www.letsstudytogether.co/
https://www.letsstudytogether.co/
https://www.letsstudytogether.co/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkUhALKJlsAi0AhFCn1Eesg
https://www.facebook.com/LetsStudyTogerther/
https://www.letsstudytogether.co/


  

                                                          

Letsstudytogether.co                                        IBPS PO Study Material 
 
 
 

Letsstudytogether.co            Subscribe Our YouTube Channel             Like us on FacebookPage 
 
 
 

government rules with a big majority , why on earth should the Hindu feel as if he is cornered? 

Of course, a morally bankrupt Muslim leadership has not helped the Muslim cause. Instead they 

have created and nurtured a grievance. Industry for votes and not taken steps to reduce the 

sense of Muslim separateness. Luckily , in spite of myopic political leaders, bridge builders still 

exist and many are toiling to maintain inter-community bridges even as the Sangh is determined 

to blow them up. Radical Hindus are insisting on victimhood, but the real victims of today  the 

farmer facing debt or the IT engineer facing job loss  are neither Hindus or Muslims, only citizens. 

The Hindu right should realise that a campaign based on creating fear may bring electoral 

benefits once, but will not work in the long run, because as far as his religion is concerned, the 

Hindu feels safe and unthreatened. 

Magical Vocabulary from “The Times of India” 

1. Shopworn (Adjective) वघसा-वपटा : (generally used in figurative sense) (of an article) made 

dirty or imperfect by being displayed or handled in a store.    

Synonyms: stale, faded, hackneyed, worn out, banal, trite. 

Antonyms: fresh, novel, un-clichéd. 

Example: The town itself is a wonderful example of a lived-in, somewhat shopworn , urban relic. 

2. Spur (verb) उकसाना/ प्रो ावहत करना : A thing that prompts or encourages someone; an 

incentive. 

Synonyms: Stimulus, incentive, encouragement, inducement, impetus, prod, motivation, 

inspiration. 

Antonyms: placate, calm, mollify, please. 

Example: Profit was both the spur and the reward of enterprise. 

3. Zealot (noun) क रपंथी/ अवत उ ाही : a person who is fanatical and uncompromising in 

pursuit of their religious, political, or other ideals.  

Synonyms: Fanatic, Enthusiast, Extremist, Radical, Diehard. 

Antonyms: Conservative, Moderate. 
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Example: The Religious zealot vehemently opposes curiosity or concern for anyone outside their 

circle. 

4. Blasphemy (noun)   र-वनंदा : The act or offense of speaking sacrilegiously about God 

or sacred things; profane talk. 

Synonyms: profanity, profaneness, sacrilege, irreligiousness, irreverence, cursing, impiety, 

desecration, execration. 

Antonyms: adoration, worship. 

Example: After being suspected of blasphemy, Sumit was fired from his office. 

5. Nasty (Adjective) घृणा द/बुरा/ अ वचकर : Highly unpleasant, especially to the senses; 

physically nauseating. 

Synonyms: unpleasant, disagreeable, disgusting, distasteful, awful, dreadful, horrible, terrible, 

vile, foul. 

Antonyms: delightful, gentle, kind, mild, good. 

Example: The weather was nasty , very, very stormy and a lot of people were seasick. 

6. Palpably (adverb)     प से : noticeably or clearly.   

Synonyms: clearly, evidently, manifestly, conspicuously, overtly. 

Antonyms: vaguely, inconspicuously, indistinctly, unnoticeably. 

Example: Because the bank was being robbed, the sense of fear among the patrons 

was palpable. 

7. Exodus (noun) बवहगामन/ प्रथथान: A mass departure of people, especially emigrants. 

Synonyms: Mass departure, withdrawal, evacuation, leaving, migration, emigration, flight, 

escape, fleeing, hegira, hejira 

Antonyms: Stay, influx, return. 

Example: Because of the exodus of so many refugees from the affected areas, the town’s public 

shelters were filled to overflowing. 
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8. Pernicious (Adjective) हावनकारक/नुऺसानदेह/ घातक : Having a harmful effect, especially in 

a gradual or subtle way. 

Synonyms: Harmful, damaging, destructive, injurious, hurtful, detrimental, deleterious, 

dangerous, adverse. 

Antonyms: Advantageous, Assisting, Beneficial, Benevolent, Good, Harmless. 

Example: This new form of protectionism has an added pernicious quality. 

9. Grievance (noun) वर्पव / परररे्दना : A real or imagined wrong or other cause for complaint or 

protest, especially unfair treatment. 

Synonyms: resentment, ill-feeling, displeasure, exasperation, pique, gripe, whinge, moan, 

grouch. 

Antonyms: Delight, Praise, Blessing, Pleasure. 

Example: ‘There's no doubt rural communities had some genuine grievances ,’ he added. 

10. Whip up (phrasal verb) उ ेव त होना : to stimulate or to get stimulated. 

Synonyms: excite, stir up, agitate, foment, instigate. 

Antonyms: calm, soothe, please. 

Example: The man whipped up the crowd with a few bad remarks over religion. 

7. Dumber than Darwin: Research shows human 

intelligence is falling since the 19th century 

Given developments in artificial intelligence many fear robots will soon surpass human 

intelligence, rendering human beings superfluous. One comfort for humans has been that at 

least we are smarter than our ancestors. Turns out even this could be false comfort. Research 

led by Michael Woodley from the Free University in Brussels has shown that our mental abilities 

have undergone significant decline since the Victorian era. No wonder Victorian sleuth Sherlock 

Holmes is still considered the acme of detective skill, and TV serials trying to transplant him into 

contemporary London or Manhattan are all the rage. 
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Darwin’s theory of natural selection has been proffered as an explanation: post-Victorian 

advances in medicine and nutrition meant that people with lower IQs could also have more 

children who survived into adulthood. This is usually celebrated as emphatic proof of civilisation, 

as is our current drive towards automation which will allegedly make greater convenience and 

leisure available to humanity. But Woodley et al force us to think about what it means if genes 

driving intelligence are becoming less common. 

Aren’t worrying signs all around us? It’s not just that computers already tell healthcare providers 

what drugs to prescribe and absolutely nail Super Mario. It’s also the ‘ludic loop’[ludic =showing 

spontaneous and undirected playfulness.] of the modern work day – check email and SMSs, 

then WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, then repeat and repeat. Rather than getting their 

news from trusted news brands, people are greatly excited by fake news these days. This 

business of becoming stupid intuitively feels connected to ducking real challenges, not doing 

work that’s actually difficult. Maybe that’s why modern day Da Vincis spend their weekends 

climbing mountains or running marathons. For them, there’s no take it easy policy. Growing up 

in premodern times required many different skills. A lazier life may be making us dumb and 

dumber. 

Magical Vocabulary from “The Times of India” 

1. Rendering (verb) प्रवतपादन/ समपाण/ अनुर्ाद: Provide or give (a service, help, etc.). 

Synonyms: give, provide, supply, furnish, contribute, offer, proffer, translate, put, express, 

rephrase, reword. 

Example: The rendering of the all-time classic songs by children was music to the ears. 

2. Superfluous (adjective)   रत से  ादा/ अवतररक्त: Unnecessary, especially through being 

more than enough 

Synonyms: Unnecessary, unneeded, redundant, uncalled for, unwarranted, surplus (to 

requirements), nonessential, redundant, unneeded, excess, extra. 

Example: All the stories are simply constructed, no superfluous words, no extra images to clutter 

the feeling. 

3. Ancestors (noun) पूर्ा : A person, typically one more remote than a grandparent, from whom 

one is descended. 
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Synonyms: forerunner, precursor, predecessor, antecedent, progenitor, primogenitor. 

Example: In principle, all the descendants of a seventh-generation ancestor are members of one 

extended family. 

4. Significant (Adjective) महत्वपूणा/ अथापूणा: Sufficiently great or important to be worthy of 

attention; noteworthy or having a particular meaning; indicative of something. 

Synonyms: Notable, noteworthy, worthy of attention, remarkable, important. 

Example: It is not intelligence, it is information, and that, I think, is a significant point. 

5. Contemporary (Adjective) समकालीन/ समसामवयक: Belonging to or occurring in the present 

or living or occurring at the same time. 

Synonyms: Contemporaneous, concurrent, coeval, coexisting, coexistent 

Example: The cover should be contemporary with its printing. 

6. Emphatic (Adjective)  ोरदार/ बलपूर्ाक/ प्र ार्ी: Showing or giving emphasis; expressing 

something forcibly and clearly. 

Synonyms: Vehement, firm, wholehearted, forceful, forcible, energetic, vigorous, direct, 

assertive, insistent. 

Example: When we moved in she was emphatic that she wanted the top floor to herself. 

7. Leisure (noun)  ुसात / ऻाली समय/ मोहलत: Free time 

Synonyms: Free time, spare time, time off, recreation, relaxation, inactivity, pleasure. 

Example: Making room for relaxation and enjoyment of leisure activities is vital for all of us. 

8. Intuitive (Adjective) सह   ान युक्त / अ र ान से  ाना  आ: Using or based on what one 

feels to be true even without conscious reasoning; instinctive. 

Synonyms: Instinctive, instinctual, innate, inborn, inherent, natural, congenital, unconscious. 

Example: The upgrade program interface will be intuitive and easy to use. 
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