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Ode to Jagannath

Jagannath Cultural 
Academy and 
Research Centre 
(JCARC) organized a 
cultural evening in 
Adalaj. Child artists 
performed Odissi and 
folk dances.

Awareness art

Rani Khanam, a Sufi-
kathak dancer, 
performed and held 
an awareness camp 
at a Vadodara 
school, focusing on 
the dance form and 
social issues.

Henna rush

About 1,800 girls from 
various Surat schools 
participated in a 
mehendi competition in 
Katargam organized by 
the cultural department 
of the Surat Municipal 
Corporation.
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Ela Bhatt
SEWA FOUNDER, GUJARAT VIDYAPITH

CHANCELLOR &  CHAIRPERSON OF SAPMT

QYou head two institutions set up by Bapu — Gujarat 
Vidyapith, and Sabarmati Ashram memorial trust — and 

are also closely associated with two others, the Majoor 
Mahajan and the Navajivan Trust. For decades these 
institutions have worked independently and even had 
differences in opinion. Why?  

AThis is changing. Since January 31 this year, the heads of 
Gandhian institutions in the city have met at least thrice, 

even participated in each other’s functions and shared the dais. 
There is a greater need today that Bapu’s fundamental 
institutes work in collaboration to preserve democratic values 
and ethics. We have even resolved to informally meet quite 
often every year and now share a rapport. Majoor Mahajan used 
to feel isolated but they too have been involved. The recent 
disagreements between Sabarmati Ashram families and the five 
trusts too are being resolved through mutual dialogue. At this 
stage, institutions are already exploring ways to work on 
common projects and programmes. 

Q     Do institutions founded 
by him need to be 

highlighted for their relevance 
to our times?  

AI see a greater relevance 
today when I see the 

turmoil among our youth, our 
families, and in society. The 
institutions that Gandhiji set up 
in Ahmedabad were part of his 
quest towards Poorna Swaraj 
which we are yet to achieve. 
Bapu’s idea behind Gujarat 
Vidyapith was to evolve a 
concept of ‘buniyadi taleem’ or 
basic education for Indians 
after the British left. This is still 
relevant. His ideas on 
community living and 
constructive programmes 
which evolved in the Sabarmati 
Ashram, involved people of 
various castes, religions, race 
and gender and they are still a 
model for a diverse country like 
ours. The Majoor Mahajan gave 
us the principle of trusteeship, 
not just to solve industrial 
disputes but make each 
individual a trustee of society.

Q     What do you understand 
by Poorna Swaraj?  

AGandhiji aimed at an 
integral revolution in all 

spheres of life with Poorna 
Swaraj. At the individual level 
this involved dispassionate self-
assessment, self-purification 
and self-reliance The Navajivan 
press, for instance, was Bapu’s 
experiment in stimulating 
public discourse, facing 
criticism and sharing individual 
views. Gandhiji believed that 
India’s strength lay in its 
diversity and it could be 
realized only if there was 
greater decentralization of 
power. Today we see a tendency 
towards greater concentration 
of power. This is bound to 
create tensions. In the 
economic sphere, the small 
‘udyogs’ that Bapu set up at the 
Ashram such as khadi, a 
recycled paper-making unit and 
other such activities could be 
repeated in villages to 
encourage household 
industries. 

QIs there any expansion plan for 
Sabarmati Ashram?  

AYes there is. A new set of buildings 
will come up in the Ashram complex. 

We are planning to set up a facility that 
will employ the latest conservation 
techniques to preserve Gandhiji’s 
writings and his belongings. We have a 
repository of more than 35,000 documents 
from Gandhiji’s times.  The plan is still 
being formalized. We had 
presented a model of the 
project to the Prime Minister 
during his visit to the 
Sabarmati Ashram.

Small ‘Udyogs’ That Gandhiji Set Up At The 
Ashram, Such As Those Involved In Making 
Khadi Or Recycling  Paper, Could Provide A 
Model For Villages Today, Says Ela Bhatt
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BAPU’S ‘BUNIYADI 
TALEEM’ STILL RELEVANT

(As told to Paul John)

Tushar.Prabhune@timesgroup.com

Across Gujarat, anger is brew-
ing among farmers. Tomatoes 
and potatoes have been 

dumped on roads as agitations 
erupt for minimum support prices 
or loan waivers. But in the tribal 
hamlets of Chhota Udepur, farmers 
have made unprecedented gains. 
Charoli and custard apples are 
bringing prosperity as farmers 
break free from treacherous trad-
ers’ trap after centuries

Bordha (Chhota Udepur): It’s a dry 
fruit that costs not less than Rs 800 a 
kg; as much as cashews or almonds. 
But Ramesh Rathwa, a 48-year-old 
farmer in the remote Manka village 
of  Chhota Udepur, never got cash for 
charoli, the crunchy almond-fla-
voured dry fruit that he collected 
from the forest near his hut. For all 
the hard work he and his wife put in 
from 3am to noon, they got just few 
pounds of  grains that would last 
them barely a fortnight. 

Like Rathwa, several generations 
of  farmers in this tribal heartland only 
got grains instead of  money, thanks to 
the centuries-old saata (barter) system 
imposed upon them by local traders. 
They perennially kept these illiterate 
farmers in the dark about the actual 
value of  charoli, which is  widely used 
to add an extra crunch to sweets like 
kheer, mohan thaal, and basundi. 

But winds of  change are sweeping 
through these far-flung villages of  
Chhota Udepur, the only district 
where charoli grows in Gujarat. Real-
izing the exploitation, the forest de-
partment took it upon itself  to help 
them earn profit through an ‘alterna-

tive livelihood through resource gen-
eration programme.’ 

“We have been exploited for centu-
ries. But three years ago, it was the first 
time I got Rs 7,000 cash profit for charo-

li,” says Ramesh, who built a pucca 
house with an extra income of  Rs 10,000 
every year. SK Puwar, DCF, Chhota 
Udepur, said:   “We not only educated 
farmers about the value of  this dry 

fruit but also helped them sell the 
produce at better rates by tying up with 
Reliance Fresh and other big retailers. 
The profits are shared with farmers.”

A decortication machine of  Rs four 
lakh was also set up in Bordha, which 
has now emerged as the local hub for 
this dry fruit, said  Dipak Tank, 
district coordinator 
of  the programme. 

“We were 
taught the sci-
entific way of  
plucking which 
gave best quality 
seeds. Moreover, 
the decortication 

has made the tedious process of  wom-
en every easy,” said Kamlaben Rathwa, 
president of  11-member self-help group 
(SHG) in Bordha

Charoli trees are spread in 836 hec-
tares of  forest in Bordha where the 
seeds are stored, weighed and col-
lected by the forest department for 
sale.  Charoli cluster includes seven 
villages:  Manka, Bordha, Degla, Sa-
juli, Gabadiya, Gathiya and Runvad 
with every hamlet having a special 

team to ensure that charoli is not 
plucked illegally. 

Navsingh Rathwa, who 
heads the joint forest manage-
ment committee (JFMC) said, 

“Earlier, farmers even mortgaged 
silver and gave additional interest 

on loan to buy manure and seeds. 
But this exploitation by money-
lenders too has stopped, thanks 
to cash income from charoli.”

Vadodara-based Spyron Masala 
Mills is the biggest buyer of  charoli 

from Bordha with annual contract of  
200 kg. It must be noted that charoli is 
collected only once a year. 

N Shrivastav, additional principal 
chief  conservator of  forest, project 
management unit, said, “The biggest 
gain from this programme is forest 
conservation. Villagers themselves 
preserve trees as they get extra in-

come from them.”

Fruit That 
Grows In The 
Wild Now 
Benefits
Farmers As 
Traders Have 
Been Tamed

FARMERS WEED OUT MIDDLEMEN

District 

Chhota 
Udepur

Forest area

71,889ha

Villages in forest

383
Total villages

891
FACT
FILE
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Rajavat (Chhota Udepur): It’s a vir-
tual custard apple forest with hun-
dreds of  trees bearing this pulpy fruit 
spread across the hilly terrain. You 
could be tempted to pluck one but do 
it at your own peril. You could be fined 
as much as Rs 100 per fruit taken away 
if  caught by any villager of  Rajavat, a 
tiny hamlet in Chhota Udepur’s 
Kawant taluka. 

Though growing in the wild, vil-
lagers here safeguard the trees 

just like parents would pro-
tect their earning son. 

And why wouldn’t 
they? After all, it is 
after many years of  
exploitation by fruit 

merchants’ agents that 
they have been able to 
earn handsomely by 
selling sitaphal. In fact, 
among the cluster of  30 

villages where custard 

apples grow in the wild, Rajavat has 
emerged as a model village that has 
sent commission agents packing by 
directly selling the fruits under the 
forest department’s joint forest man-
agement. 

“The prevalent system for genera-
tions was that agents from Kawant 
would come here and pay Rs 4-Rs 5 per 
kg of  sitaphal. They had calibrated 
their weighing scales in such a way 
that it always showed less quantity and 
gullible villagers got less money,” says 
Shankar Rathwa, who heads the vil-
lage self-help group in Rajavat. 

What started as a small experiment 
in seven villages in 2011, now covers 
30 villages. The villagers now earn at 
least Rs 50 per kg of  custard apples. 

What’s more, they now have market 
linkages to Reliance Fresh and others, 
to sell the fruits. These villagers were 
taught how to grade the custard apples 
so that they can bargain for the best 
price. A similar model was adopted in 
other villages of  Chhota Udepur.      

But initiating them into the new 
system wasn’t easy despite being told 
that they would earn 10 times more 

than what they were getting. 
JJ Pathan, range forest officer, Pavi 

Jetpur added, “To attract them to the 
scheme, we gave them equipment for 
social functions like mandap, vessels 
for mass kitchens and music system 
that they rent out and earn Rs 1,500 per 
function. But there was a time when 
women had come and dumped all ves-
sels at our office saying that they don’t 
want to earn cash as their husbands 
would squander all the money instead 
of  saving or use them on liquor.” It was 
after hectic convincing sessions that 
they finally agreed. 

Like charoli, the village committee 
is extremely protective about the trees. 
As per their rules, no one is allowed to 
graze cattle in the wild near custard 
apple trees. Importantly, not a single 
fruit goes out for free. Not even to the 
forest department staff !

“We keep a close watch on the forest 
and penalty collected is deposited in 
the savings account,” said Amru Rath-
wa, another villager.

Steal a sitaphal, pay `100 as fine

CHANGE THROUGH CHAROLI
Year No. of Collection  Refined Profit
 Beneficiaries (in kg) (in kg) (in `)

2012-13 152 2,863 168 38,185

2013-14 147 3,028 172 28,648

2014-15 156 2,547 201 43,586

2015-16 303 5,433 2,037 1,55,174

2016-2017 145 2,797 228 92,500

Year Quantity sold Net Income
(in kg) (in `)

2014-15 83,740 8,72,535

2015-16 1,62,040 17,62,350

2016-17 3,45,620 46,42,554

PULPY PROFIT

A

Charoli trees

42,913

NUTRITIONAL 
VALUE
Energy | 656 
calories

Fat | 59gm

Protein | 19-21.6gm

Carbohydrates | 
12.1gm

Fibre | 3.8gm

Calcium | 2.79mg
Per 100gm

Bijnor/Ahmedabad: Guja-
rat ATS in a joint operation
with Uttar Pradesh ATS nab-
bed Kadir Ahmed, 65, resi-
ding in Bijnor for his alleged
role in the 1993 RDX and
arms landing case of Gosa-
bara in Porbandar district. 

Gujarat ATS sources said
Kadir, who was on the run
for the past 24 years, had ob-
tained two AK-47 rifles from
the cache which had landed
at the Gosabara coast of Por-
bandar from where it was
subsequently moved to Jam-
nagar. Multiple warrants
were issued against Kadir

who was one of the 61 accu-
sed in the Gosabara explosi-
ves and arms landing case
registered both at Porban-
dar and Jamnagar.

Najibabad station house
officer Sateesh Kumar said,
“Kadir was an accused along
with Tiger Memon in the
1993 Gosabara RDX and
arms landing case. The TA-
DA court had issued an ar-
rest warrant against him in
1995 but he had gone under-
ground during the trial.”

According to the local po-
lice, Kadir had a cloth mar-
ket at Najibabad and a
sprawling house at his nati-
ve village Kalhedi. He also
dealt in real estate and roa-

med around freely. 
A senior Gujarat ATS of-

ficial said, “On a tip-off that
Kadir was hiding in Bijnor,
we got in touch with Uttar
Pradesh ATS and nabbed
him on Friday. Out team has
left Bijnor for Ahmedabad
after taking Kadir on a
transit warrant. He will be
handed over to the Porban-
dar police for further pro-
be.”

Bijnor’s Najibabad has
had deep connections with
fugitive Dawood Ibrahim’s
syndicate. A close associate
of Dawood, a convict in the
1993 serial bomb blasts, Mo-
hammad Salim Mira alias
Salim Kutta, was also arres-

ted from a nearby village in
1994. A large cache of sophis-
ticated weapons were reco-
vered from him at that time. 

In August 2015, Gujarat
ATS had arrested Ishtiyak
Ahmed Ansari, a close aide
of Dawood and an accused
involved in the Gosabara
(Gujarat) RDX and arms lan-
ding case of 1993, from Kirat-
pur in Bijnor. According to
the investigators, Ansari
was part of a conspiracy in
which Dawood had allegedly
sent a huge cache of RDX ex-
plosive and other arms, in-
cluding AK-47 rifles, from
Karachi in Pakistan thro-
ugh the sea route to Gujarat
in 1993.

1993 RDX landing case accused held in UP 

Ahmedabad: In an incident that took place near
the airport in Sardarnagar on Saturday evening,
a 20-year-old youth, Jai Krisnani, attempted to set
himself ablaze in full public view, he was rebuf-
fed by a girl. Police said Krisnani suffered 50%
and is being treated at Civil Hospital.

According to police sources, the girl lives with
her parents in the same locality of Sardarnagar.

“Krisnani liked the girl and wanted to propose
to her. He had convinced her to come near Airport
Circle. The girl came but refused his proposal.
Krisnani doused himself with petrol from a car-
boy he had brought with him and set himself ab-
laze. Bystanders rushed to his aid and he was rus-
hed to hospital. Krisnani’s ‘dying declaration’
states that he attempted suicide as the girl had de-
clined his proposal,” added a Sardarnagar police
station official. 

Spurned by girl, youth
attempts suicide

Ahmedabad: On Saturday,
thousands of citizens will join
hands to make the city greener.
The campaign will be kicked
off by the mayor, Gautam
Shah, who will be taking part
at the six housing societies. So-
me one thousand saplings will
be planted at 42 societies, main-
ly in the Motera, Sabarmati
and Chandkheda areas.

The Times of India in part-
nership with Ahmedabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation and local
residents has taken up the dri-
ve. Residents of these areas ha-
ve formed a group called
CATCH (Creating Awareness
To Change Habits) to boost seg-
regation and waste manage-
ment, and greening of the area
among others issues. Each so-
ciety will also have details of
the tree species and informa-
tion about it. The drive will be
taken up at Sangath Platina,
Devnanadan Infinity , Signor
Residency, Sun Residency, Bha-

girath Bungalows, Amar-
deep, Saral 90, Sangath Dia-
mond, Savvy Solaris,
Sangath Silver, Krishna
Bungalows
3, Dev
Shrishti 2,
Hariom
Nagar 3,
Dev Priya

ments, Maitri Avenue, Aditya
Sangini, Aditya Residency
among others.

“We are planting 500 trees
and the responsibility for them
will be given over to the societi-
es. Trees like garmalo, gulmo-
har, neem, satpati will be plan-
ted,” said Bharat Sisodia, a re-
sident of the area. 

4, Cheveron Plaza,
Sun Residency,
Sethu Residency,
Bhoomi Apart-
ments, Swagat

Residency, Asho-
ka Maitri Bunga-
lows , Maitri Shiv
Greens, Maitri
Shiv Apart-

The Times of India In Partnership With AMC Launches The Drive
TOI

BREATHE AGAIN
Make City
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Harveer Dabas & 
Sarfaraz Shaikh TNN

Citizens take greening into their own hands

CLEAN AHMEDABAD, GREEN AHMEDABAD: Some one thousand saplings will be planted at 42 societies 
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