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EDITORIAL

E
ver since the Mahagathbandhan (grand alliance)

of the Janata Dal (United), the Rashtriya Janata

Dal and the Congress defeated an ascendant

Bharatiya Janata Party in the Bihar elections of 2015, the

belief has been that the opposition’s eforts to regroup

at the national level will coalesce around these parties.

So, when Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar broke ranks

and committed the JD(U)’s support to the BJP’s presid-

ential nominee, Ram Nath Kovind, it came as a setback

for the entire opposition. Mr. Kovind was the Governor

of Bihar till June, and Mr. Kumar called the support a

one-of move on account of goodwill for him. Nonethe-

less, he went on to castigate the Congress for being un-

able to come up with a coherent alternative to that of

the BJP’s agenda, saying a “reactive narrative” would

not enable opposition unity. Mr. Kumar’s concerns are

not without merit. The Congress put forth the candid-

ature of Meira Kumar clearly as a reactive measure to

counter the BJP’s nomination of a Dalit candidate. Till

then, the opposition parties had been unable to agree

on a candidate due to either a lack of consensus or an in-

ability to set a proactive agenda against the BJP, which

seemed to be shaping the contours of the political dis-

course with ease. But other opposition parties have

reason to doubt whether Mr. Kumar was indeed speak-

ing out of a genuine concern for building a strong op-

position to the BJP, or working on an exit strategy from

the opposition camp so that he could ally with the BJP in

time for the 2020 Assembly polls, if not the 2019 Lok

Sabha poll. 

Mr. Kumar had parted ways with the BJP just ahead of

the 2014 Lok Sabha election, making an issue of the

nomination of Narendra Modi as the BJP’s prime minis-

terial candidate. Although the JD(U) makes up the num-

bers in the Assembly in alliance with the RJD, he knows

he could forge a winning combination with the BJP too.

This is especially so in the context of the family of RJD

chief Lalu Prasad, who is himself out on bail in a corrup-

tion case, coming under intense pressure from the

Central Bureau of Investigation in recent weeks for al-

leged irregularities. Mr. Kumar had built his initial sup-

port base on an anti-corruption platform directed

primarily at Mr. Prasad, and a break in ties with the RJD

would perhaps not be as much of a surprise as his de-

cision to ally with that party was. By creating this polit-

ical lutter, Mr. Kumar could also be seeking to increase

his own relevance within the opposition to make a bid

for the leadership position. He is perceived to be among

the possible challengers to Mr. Modi in 2019, and he

may be looking to increase his own stock at the expense

of the Congress’s. The conlicting signals coming from

Mr. Kumar therefore may not relect any confusion; in-

stead, these could very well be the result of a calculating

mind playing the waiting game.

The waiting game
Nitish Kumar’s mixed political signals may 

be part of a calculated plan

A
fter a century of spectacular growth powered by

the internal combustion engine, the automobile

industry is taking a serious look at moving away

from fossil fuels, with cars, bikes and commercial

vehicles powered by electricity. This quest for electro-

mobility has surged ahead with Volvo, the Sweden-

based manufacturer owned by China’s Geely, announ-

cing a shift to all-electric or hybrid models from 2019. At

the heart of the discussion is the afordability of e-

vehicles (EVs) and the range they can cover on a single

battery charge, if they are to become an attractive re-

placement for conventional motors. There is also the

question of the sustainability of making millions of bat-

teries that must be recycled. Progress is being made on

some of these metrics, as a result of which the sales of

all plug-in vehicles rose 40%, at 191,700 units world-

wide, in the irst quarter of 2017 over the same quarter

in 2016. And the International Energy Agency says in its

Global EV Outlook Report 2017 that the year-on-year

growth was 60%. But in perspective, electric vehicles

today make up only 0.2% of all light duty vehicles in the

world. What is enlivening the debate on EVs is the entry

of Tesla, with its goal to mass-market electric cars that

are eicient on range, and ofer a minimum of 340 km

on one charge, while also scoring high on design. 

As the single biggest component in making electro-

mobility mainstream, attention is focussed on battery

technology. If Tesla’s assessment is correct, the techno-

logical limits of this power source are being pushed con-

stantly: less material is being used to produce higher en-

ergy density, and at lower cost. Unsurprisingly, many

major automobile manufacturers have announced

plans for electrics to cater to both ends of the spectrum:

marques like BMW and Volkswagen aiming at several af-

fordable models with a moderate range per charge, and

luxury cars from Daimler and Audi that run longer and

appeal to keen buyers. Electromobility is also politic-

ally attractive. France, which loated a global tender at

the 2015 Paris climate conference for a mass market car

that costs under €7,000, announced recently that it will

end the sale of petrol and diesel cars by 2040. India,

which committed to reducing the intensity of carbon

emissions under the climate agreement, could give

electromobility a boost through its policy on EVs to be

declared by December. Making electric two-wheelers

and public transport buses attractive through tax in-

centives is certainly feasible, since these can be charged

more easily and used for short trips within cities. The

wider challenge today is to ind the natural resources

such as lithium, cobalt and nickel to make millions of

batteries and recycle them later, besides putting up

charging infrastructure across entire countries. The

solutions are currently expensive. By contrast, the di-

lemma underscores the elegance of low-cost non-mo-

torised options for cities, such as bicycles and walking.

Electric horses
The government should give tax incentives

to encourage production and use of e-vehicles

A
s high-level visits go, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Israel was bound to at-

tract superlatives like ‘historic’ and
‘groundbreaking’. Still, it is clear
that the buzz in the relationship is
on account of Mr. Modi’s personal
diplomatic style and his host’s
equally warm response. 

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu set the tone when he
welcomed Mr. Modi at the airport
together with the spiritual leaders
of all the major faiths in the region,
an honour traditionally reserved
for the U.S. President and the Pope.
Mr. Modi’s trademark bear hugs
were reciprocated, three at the air-
port, and by the time the visit
ended, the TV commentators had
lost count!

Mr. Netanyahu gushingly de-
scribed the relationship between
the two countries as “a marriage
made in heaven”, but behind the
success was a receptive political
backdrop as well as the careful
planning undertaken by both sides. 

A substantive relationship
Marking 25 years of establishing
diplomatic relations between the
two countries added to the historic
character of an Indian Prime Minis-
ter’s irst visit to a country that had
quietly emerged as a strong de-
fence partner. There had been
high-level exchanges but the Indian
response was cautious. Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres irst visited
India in 1993, and Jaswant Singh re-
ciprocated in 2000; President Ezer
Weizman came in 1997, while Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherji’s visit only
took place in 2015. The irst Israeli
Prime Minister to visit India was Ar-
iel Sharon in 2003, and from the
time Mr. Modi came to power, a re-
turn visit was a certainty. The two
leaders had met on the margins of
the UN General Assembly and con-
tinued their relationship by tweet-
ing their greetings on Hanukkah

and Diwali. 
Yet, oicial-level exchanges

between the two countries have
been intensive, beginning with the
visit of Foreign Secretary J.N. Dixit
in early 1993. While relations
between Mossad and Research and
Analysis Wing had existed earlier,
the strategic partnership got ce-
mented when National Security Ad-
viser-level dialogue was estab-
lished in 1999 between Brajesh
Mishra and Gen. (retd.) David Ivry.
Gen. Ivry was a former Air Force
chief who had led the air raid on
Osirak, the Iraqi nuclear reactor, in
1981. Incidentally, Israel was one of
the few countries that showed com-
plete understanding of India’s de-
cision to undertake the nuclear
tests in 1998. This reinforced both
the defence and the counter-terror-
ism cooperation relationship. 

By 2000, India was acquiring
surface-to-air missiles (Barak 1) and
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles)
from Israel. Subsequently, the re-
furbishing of MiG-21 aircraft em-
ployed Israeli avionics. During the
1999 Kargil war, Israel assisted with
laser-guidance kits mated with
gravity bombs, carried by the
Mirage 2000 aircraft. With U.S.
concurrence, Israel sold India the
Phalcon airborne early warning
system and mounted on the Rus-
sian Il-76, provided AWACs capabil-
ity. Subsequent acquisitions have
included Spike anti-tank guided
missiles and the long range surface-
to-air missiles in both the naval and

land versions. Today, Israel has
emerged as the third-largest de-
fence supplier for India and ac-
counts for over 40% of Israel’s de-
fence exports.

Commercial relations between
the diamond traders in Gujarat and
Israel had existed before 1992, but
now annual trade grew from $200
million to nearly $5 billion with
gems and jewellery accounting for
nearly 40%. Gradually, Science and
technology, agriculture, biotech
and space emerged as new areas of
cooperation. 

Tourism provided an impetus to
people-to-people relations. India
emerged as the preferred destina-
tion for young Israelis wanting to
unwind after their compulsory mil-
itary service and Hebrew signage in
Varanasi, Manali and Goa is a com-
mon sight. Ambassador Pavan Ka-
poor was being quite matter of fact
when he described the Modi visit as
a ‘coming out visit’ for the relation-
ship. 

Advance planning
In addition, both sides made eforts
to ensure a productive visit. Mr.
Modi had already undertaken visits
to the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Iran before em-
barking on his trip to Israel. Receiv-
ing Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas in Delhi in May eased
the politics of skipping a visit to
Ramallah while visiting Israel. 

A number of preparatory visits
covering diverse areas of agricul-

ture, water resources and space
took place under efective coordin-
ation of the Prime Minister’s Oice.
On the Israeli side, the cabinet ap-
proved a 23-page document identi-
fying potential cooperation areas
with India with inputs from 11 gov-
ernment departments and a com-
mitment of $79.6 million. 

The outcome is an impressive
joint statement which elevates the
relationship to a ‘strategic partner-
ship’. In addition to defence and
homeland security, it highlights
other areas of science and tech-
nolgy, innovation, trade and invest-
ment. Of the MoUs signed, three
pertain to space, two to water man-
agement and sanitation and one to
agriculture. During the last three
years, Israel has already set up 15
centres of excellence for introdu-
cing improved practices, particu-
larly in horticulture and agro-pro-
cessing. As a water-challenged
state, Israel recycles 90% of its wa-
ter, and 95% of sewage is processed
for agricultural use, making it virtu-
ally a closed water cycle. 

An Industrial R&D and Innova-
tion Fund has been created with a
contribution of $20 million each to
promote knowledge-based part-
nerships. Israel today boasts of
nearly 4,500 start-ups and 140 in-
cubators/accelerators. In a recent
study, NASSCOM and Accenture es-
timated that cooperation with In-
dian start-ups has the potential to
generate $5 billion within ive
years. 

Personal ainity, diferences
The positive outcome was over-
shadowed by the optics surround-
ing the visit — the hugs, images of
Mr. Netanyahu accompanying Mr.
Modi everywhere, the emotional-
ism of meeting young Moshe
Holtzberg, the two leaders walking
barefoot on the beach, Mr. Netan-
yahu recalling his dinner date with
his wife Sara thirty years ago at an
Indian restaurant as he hosted Mr.
Modi for a private dinner… this is
what enabled the two leaders to
personalise the substantive out-
come. 

There is a natural ainity in polit-
ical style that draws both leaders
together. In his irst campaign for
prime ministership in 1996, Mr.

Netanyahu honed his election style
with help from Arthur Finkelstein,
an American consultant who had
been campaign adviser to Repub-
licans like Jesse Helms, Richard
Nixon and Ronald Reagan. Sharp
attacks on opponents, calls for
making ‘peace’ safe, a demilitar-
ised Palestinian state even as he
pushed ahead with Jewish settle-
ments, and polarising sound bites
have now become Mr. Netanyahu’s
trademarks as he has led three suc-
cessive coalition governments
since 2009. 

It is a style familiar to Mr. Modi’s.
His decision to not visit Ramallah
indicates that he is not worried
about vote-bank politics. Both lead-
ers project a strong nationalism,
enjoined with faith. And this is per-
haps where the key diference is —
Israel is a country founded on Zion-
ism and Mr. Modi readily accepted
his host’s impromptu suggestion to
visit the grave of Theodor Herzl,
the founder of Zionism. But when
Mr. Netanyahu makes his return
visit to India, possibly in 2018, and
Mr. Modi accompanies him to Raj
Ghat, they will pay homage to Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the father of the na-
tion who wanted to keep faith apart
from nationalism in independent
India. This is why the Israeli prac-
tice of using a ‘human shield’ by
Major Leetul Gogoi in Kashmir be-
came controversial.

It is worth remembering that
during a visit to Beijing in March,
Mr. Netanyahu had also described
Israel’s relationship with China as
‘a marriage made in heaven’. An Is-
rael-China comprehensive innova-
tion partnership with an outlay of
$300 million has been launched. 

Fortunately, there is enough
content in the India-Israel relation-
ship though successful summitry
depends on personal chemistry
between leaders. Both sides have
agreed to establish a task force to
ensure implementation of the an-
nouncements made. This will en-
sure that the relationship stays on
track and Mr. Netanyahu’s return
visit is a success. 

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and
currently Distinguished Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation. E-mail:
rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

Substance and optics
Though successful summitry depends on personal chemistry, there is enough content in India-Israel ties

rakesh sood
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C
ities in India are governed by
multiple organisations and
authorities which have their

own jurisdictions; thus Indian cit-
ies are characterised by multiple
boundaries. The governing author-
ities in a city include urban local
bodies (ULB) with the primary
functions of service delivery, plan-
ning for socio-economic develop-
ment and regulation of develop-
ment. This results in their
subdivision into diferent wards.
Large cities also have development
authorities, urban development
authorities or improvement trusts
responsible for planning and de-
velopment that divide cities into
various planning zones. Line de-
partments, that is sector-speciic
organisations, deal with the provi-
sion of services in their respective
sectors — the water supply agency
has its own supply zones. Sewage
disposal is also done based on vari-
ous zones. The organisations re-
sponsible for safety and security
delineate another set of zones.
None of these zones is coterminus,
generating a ‘maze of boundaries’.
Since planning aims at achieving a
shared vision, the diferent spatial

entities of the city formed by non-
coterminus boundaries deter ef-
fective planning and good gov-
ernance. This is exempliied in the
case of Delhi, for example. 

India’s capital, the National Cap-
ital Territory of Delhi (NCT)
bordered by Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh covers an area of
1,484 sq.km and has a population
of 16.7 million as per Census 2011.
Being a megacity, urban planning
for promoting and streamlining de-
velopment has always been a na-
tional priority. However, a close
look at multiple governing bodies
and their zones of jurisdiction re-
veals signiicant issues.

A maze in Delhi
Until 2012, Delhi was governed by
three municipal corporations — the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and the Delhi Can-
tonment Board. The area under
the MCD was further sub-divided
into 12 zones. In 2012, the MCD
area was divided into three muni-
cipal corporations — the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation, the
South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion and the East Delhi Municipal
Corporation. Thus the NCT is gov-
erned by ive bodies. In 2012, the
administrative boundaries were re-
formed to include two more dis-
tricts — South East and Shahdara —
to form 11 districts. The Master Plan
for Delhi, 2021, notiied in 2007
and formulated by the Delhi Devel-

opment Authority (DDA), identi-
ies 15 planning zones.

The Delhi Jal Board, the author-
ity responsible for water and
sewage management within the
jurisdiction of the NCT, has delin-
eated 11 zones. The Delhi Police
looks after the safety and security
of 13 districts. The Delhi Traic Po-
lice has divided the NCT into 11 dis-
tricts, which are subdivided into 53
traic circles. The multiple bound-
aries of jurisdictions of all these
governing bodies and their spatial
non-alignment and non-coherence
further reinstates the argument of
a ‘maze of boundaries’.

Such a multiplicity of authorit-
ies is a problem in other metropol-
itan cities too; a minimum organ-
isational set-up was suggested to
bring these multiple agencies on a
common platform to determine a
metropolitan-wide strategy for
planning and implementation.

Since the planned development of
Mumbai was deterred by a multi-
plicity of authorities such as the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpor-
ation. the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority,
the Maharashtra Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation, the City and
Industrial Development Corpora-
tion of Maharashtra Ltd and the
Maharashtra Housing & Area De-
velopment Authority, a single plan-
ning authority was suggested. 

The Singapore model
In this context, it is instructive to
look at urban development abroad
and learn from best practices.
Singapore, with its planning
boundaries and smart urban devel-
opment, is a good example. The
urban planning boundaries of
Singapore were irst delineated by
the Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity (URA) in the 1991 Concept Plan.
It comprised 55 planning areas or-
ganised into ive planning regions,
namely, the central, west, north,
north-east and east regions. 

The 2014 master plan retains the
ive planning regions and 55 areas
which are further divided into
smaller subzones. The fact to be
noted is that since the implementa-
tion of these boundaries, other de-
partments have also adopted them
for their administrative purposes.
The Statistics Department of Singa-
pore published the 2000 census
based on these planning area
boundaries — earlier, electoral

boundaries were used. Sub-
sequently, further studies were
based on these boundaries as seen
in the 2010 census and 2015 house-
hold survey. Similarly, the Singa-
pore Police Force constituted the
jurisdiction of its neighbourhood
police centres based on these plan-
ning regions, which replaced the
then existing seven land divisions.
As for the administrative and elect-
oral divisions, in 2001, the earlier
nine districts were replaced with
ive districts corresponding to the
urban planning regions of the URA.
Each district was then further di-
vided into town councils and elect-
oral constituencies, which contin-
ues as of now, evident from the
divisions of the 2015 election. The
uniied boundaries of the various
forces in planning and coordinated
eforts have contributed to the
planned and smart urban develop-
ment of Singapore.

In India, the Smart Cities Mis-
sion, an initiative meant to drive
economic growth and improve the
quality of life of people, calls for
appropriate local spatial develop-
ment plans. However, a multipli-
city of boundaries is a deterrent for
proper planning eforts and good
governance. The existing maze of
boundaries needs to be revamped
for more coherent and integrated
planning and governance.

Sanjukkta Bhaduri is Professor,
Department of Urban Planning, School of
Planning and Architecture, Delhi

Redraw the lines for better planning
The Smart Cities Mission calls for appropriate local spatial development plans 

sanjukkta bhaduri
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Boundary stand-of
India and China continue to
remain locked in a stand-of
at the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction with no solution
in sight even after three
weeks. China’s attempts to
show India in poor light are
unfortunate, and it must
understand that it requires
two hands to clap. It cannot
bully India into agreeing to
what it says while
undertaking adventurous
expeditions in foreign
territory — in an attempt to
change the ground position.
War is no solution and there
have to be talks to ind an
acceptable solution to
defuse the tension (“Modi,
Xi will not hold talks at G-20
summit”, July 7).
K.R. Srinivasan,

Secunderabad

■ Sadly, India is caught

between Pakistan instigating
terror in the Kashmir Valley
and China intent on
escalating the border issue.
The obstinacy by China and
its irreconcilable stand
stems from its arrogance as
a result of its economic and
military strengths. India is
already under strain over
the Kashmir issue as a result
of provocations from
Pakistan. A similar situation
should not emanate from
China. 
N. Visveswaran,

Chennai

Too much of a focus
We have been normalising
our links with Israel over
several years now and
Narendra Modi’s visit, as the
irst by an Indian Prime
Minister, was in order. What
was not in order was the
overly cinematic optics and

speeches, betraying a lack of
sensitivity. We cannot
ignore Palestine as a cause,
and Iran as our most
important ally in the region.
Both relationships have
been heavily compromised
by the sound and light
shows of this visit. Without
much fanfare, we have been
doing substantial business
with Israel in the areas of
defence hardware,
agriculture, irrigation, water
management and a host of
other technologies and
sectors. Without
showmanship, it was
possible to elevate this to
very big levels. Now, Iran
will be peeved by the
unnecessary optics. Iran
and Russia are critical
countries for us — not just
for our oil/gas needs, but to
checkmate China and
Pakistan quietly. India has

painted itself into a corner
(“PM bids shalom after
business end to trip”, July
7). 
M. Balakrishnan,

Bengaluru

A case of neglect
I share the agony expressed
in the article, “Making of a
monumental crisis” ( July 7),
on the reckless breach of the
100-m no-construction
zone. The Ministry of
Culture seems to be
discarding its role in
preserving monuments and
is playing second iddle to
the Ministry of Transport in
allowing the construction of
roads through the
prohibited boundary areas. 
Even otherwise, we have
3,650 such sites, most of
which are in a bad shape.
Most of us also have a ‘who
cares’ attitude when we visit

heritage sites and often
contribute to the ilth and
ugly conditions at such
places. We lose goodwill too
as foreign visitors are put of
by the unsanitary conditions
at such sites.
Y.G. Chouksey,

Pune

Look at climate change
The research on the link
between El Nino and the
warming of the Bay of
Bengal will serve little
purpose in preventing
calamities (”Scientists ind
out why Chennai was
deluged in 2015,” July 6). It
unwittingly shores up the
Tamil Nadu government’s
stand that heavy rains
caused massive loods and
there was no negligence or
lack of preparedness on
their part. Not surprisingly,
the scientists admit that

their indings are based on
inadequate data and would
need further validation.
Chennai has had eight
catastrophic loods since
1976 — former Chief Minister
M.G. Ramachandran was
himself marooned in 1985 —
and El Nino has been a
subject of study since the
1920s. To be fruitful, our
research on weather must
focus on geo-engineering, or
weather modiications, in
which China claims to have
achieved some success. “If
climate change turns ugly,
then many countries will
start looking at desperate
measures,” says an energy
policy expert. Would it not
be wiser to direct our eforts
to avoid that contingency?
V. Nagarajan,

Chennai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

more letters online:

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



CM
YK

A ND-ND

GROUND ZERO
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2017 7
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

In Goyara Mugali, the sight of a bloody
battle between the British and Mughal
forces in 1857, the landscape is domin-
ated by the yellowish-brown character-
istic of arid Bundelkhand. Congested
lanes, uneven broken paths, ram-
shackle semi-pucca structures, over-
flowing drains, mounds of filth and dys-
functional handpumps showcase the
infrastructural poverty of the village loc-
ated in Banda district, a few kilometres
from the Ken river. 

Amid this dismal backdrop, Aftab
Mustafa’s tidy, rustic dwelling on the
edge of the slope leading down to the
village’s two large ponds almost feels
like a luxury. But minutes after we step
into his house, the fan stops moving. A
power cut. Unscheduled. Handheld fans
are no match for the searing heat and
humidity — Banda is one of the hottest
districts in India with temperatures
soaring above 47°C.

“Yeh hai bijli ka haal (This is the state
of power supply),” exclaims Aftab. He
quickly puts the disruption behind him
and rummages through a pile of docu-
ments he summons from his room. It
has photos, paper cuttings, receipts and
certificates, some of them inscribed in
the local Bundeli dialect, of the volley-
ball camps and events he has attended
over the years. Aftab’s most prized art-
icle, however, is a plain white piece of
paper on which he has scribbled names
of young men with brief details of their
job status or achievement. There are 20
names on the list.

Volleying for jobs
Over the last three decades, Aftab, a
farmer, has been imparting volleyball
skills for free to young men from his vil-
lage. Not as a recreational activity but
with a focussed aim: jobs. The list of 20
is of those who have either landed gov-
ernment jobs under the sports quota or
excelled in volleyball at the State or na-
tional level. Around a dozen of them
have got employed with the Railways,
paramilitary forces, State-owned com-
panies, etc. Little wonder then that
around here, Aftab is better known as
‘Coach’.

Goyara Mugali’s connection with vol-
leyball dates back several decades. Af-
tab remembers playing since he was 16.
“From the time I was born [in 1963], I
found my elders already had a culture
of playing volleyball. We had some great
players like Munne, Nabbu Kadir, Us-
man Ramza Baba and Gafoor Mukhiya
from this village. Naturally, even I
latched on to the legacy,” he says.

Aftab, however, could never succeed
as a player. Instead, he took up coach-
ing, having picked up enough skills at
the stadium in Banda that came up after
the Emergency. He started taking boys
for selection exams to the top sporting
colleges across Uttar Pradesh, in Luc-
know, Gorakhpur and Dehradun (now
in Uttarakhand), and also got them ad-
mitted to the prestigious sports hostels
in Faizabad, Banda and Allahabad. 

Rizwan Khan (33) and Sharafat Khan
(34) are among the success stories of
Goyara Mugali. While Rizwan is sta-
tioned in the 7th Battalion of the Central
Reserve Police Force in Giridih,
Jharkhand, Sharafat Khan is in the Bor-
der Security Force. Aftab’s wards, they
qualified for the paramilitary through
the sports quota in 2004 and 2006
respectively.

Running on empty
The village lies in the heart of the
drought-prone region, battling bad
crop, water crisis and unemployment.
Migration is high and crime rampant.
“We have to struggle for everything
here. There are no opportunities. Edu-
cational facilities are limited. The only
scope we saw was sports,” says Rizwan,
who was groomed at the Lucknow
Sports College.

Another success story is of Nijaat
Khan, who played the under-19 for India
and today works for Coal India. Then
there is Ijaz Khan, Rizwan’s brother,
who currently works in Ratlam with the
Railways. Ijaz was a batchmate of crick-
eter Suresh Raina at the Lucknow
Sports College.

Inspired by this lot and under Aftab’s
guidance, every morning around two
dozen young men, mostly teenagers,
gather at the makeshift “mini-stadium”
in the village to train. The facilities are
primitive. The stadium came up on land
carved out during redistribution by the
government, with only poles erected for
the net. 

Till a few years back, it did not even
have proper boundary walls until then
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) minister
Vishambhar Nishad provided funds for
its fortification. Even today, the boys
have to purchase the balls and nets
themselves. The local Nehru Yuva
Kendra, established by the Government
of India in 1988 to provide skill-building
avenues to rural youth, is inactive.

“There is a shortage of funds. Those
who qualified for the academies or got
jobs occasionally arrange equipment
and tournaments for the youth,” says
Sharafat, who was in his village for the
Id celebrations.

Despite the difficulties and paucity of
equipment, Aftab has been able to make
a name for himself, even finding recog-
nition by the Bundelkhand Volleyball
Protsahan Samiti. Two years ago, the
district administration appointed him
as its official district volleyball trainer.

However, he resigned in a fit just after
three months complaining that the pra-
dhan and secretary of the gram pan-
chayat of a village, Mawai, tried to ex-
tract bribe from his ₹10,000 monthly
salary. Today, Aftab yearns for the gov-
ernment’s attention.

The battle of 1858
But better volleyball facilities are not the
only thing Goyara Mugali craves for. It
also demands recognition for its storied
past. The village was the site of a bloody
battle between the British forces and
the army of the Nawab of Banda, Ali Ba-
hadur II, during the concluding months
of the First War of Independence. As
per information recorded in the district
gazetteers of Banda and Hamirpur, on
April 19, 1858, an army led by British
Major General Whitlock engaged the
Nawab’s army “on an uneven country
near Goera Mughli, 13 km of [sic]
Banda.” The Nawab had eschewed his
friendship to the British and sent a force
to assist Tantia Tope in an attack on
Charkhari, some say, to honour the
rakhi sent to him by the Rani of Jhansi.
The mutineers proceeded with 850 men
of the 50th Bengal Native Infantry, 200
men of the 23rd Native Infantry and of
the 2nd Regiment Irregular Cavalry,

Gwalior contingent and half a battery of
guns. At Goyara Mugali, however, the
British army drove the Nawab’s army
from three positions successfully across
the Ken, capturing eight guns and
killing 800 people. Banda, then a town,
was captured and the Nawab, who es-
caped from the field, was forced to re-
tire to Indore with an annual pension of
₹36,000.

This battle was one of the last decis-
ive battles marking the end of the
mutiny. “Narayan and Madhu Rao [des-
cendants of Baji Rao Peshwa, who ruled
over parts of Banda] on this, sur-
rendered unconditionally to Whitlock,”
reads the Banda Gazetteer. The Hamir-
pur Gazetteer adds, “With the defeat
and flight of the Nawab the great rebel-
lion as far as this district is concerned
may be said to have come to an end.” 

Today, as one walks through Goyara
Mugali one can still spot markers of the
time of the Mughals in the form of a
Mughal Baba shrine, few old wells,
graves and carvings. And of course its
Muslim inhabitants, most of whom are
Yusufzai Pathans, a Pashtun tribe that
settled in India in the 18th century.

It has been a long-held grouse among
residents of Goyara Mugali that despite
its connection with the freedom
struggle, it did not get its due recogni-
tion from the government. “This is a
deshbhakt (patriotic) village. It is his-
toric. Eight hundred people laid down
their lives here. Because we are Muslim,
there was no special initiative to de-
velop it,” says Asif Khan, the former
pradhan.

He envisions that if the freedom fight-
ers who were martyred that April were
identified, their kin could be provided
pension and development touching the
entire village. Though officials, and
even the youth of the village, are mostly
unaware of the battle, over the years
several officers have acknowledged the
historical significance of the village. In

the 1990s, villagers say, then district po-
lice chief Vijay Kumar had even inspec-
ted the site and was working to prepare
a list of martyrs from the village. “But
nothing came of it. He soon got trans-
ferred,” says Asif, a .315 bore rifle placed
behind him.

Legend of the fall
The rifle is symbolic of the malaise that
has made Goyara Mugali infamous in
the entire region. The village boasts a
bad reputation for crimes, in particular
murders. Since 1923, village elders say,
more than a hundred murders have
taken place in the village, most of them
over interpersonal rivalries and var-
shasva ki ladai (battle of supremacy)
within the Pathan community.

The rivalry between Idris Pehalwan
and Jamil, an uncle-nephew duo, is a
thing of legend. It started over a prop-
erty dispute leading to the murder of a
maternal nephew of Idris by Jamil in
1991. Idris retaliated by murdering a
close aide of Jamil, who then responded
by murdering three relatives of Idris on
a single day. In 1993, Idris got Jamil’s
father murdered. Jamil then murdered
Idris, before himself being gunned
down in 2002. “Things have been quiet
ever since. Migration also helped calm
tension,” says Khalif, a relative of Idris,
who returned to his native place after
several years of working as a labourer in
a sports company in Mumbai.

The embers of distrust, however, still
burn strong. Two days after Id, repres-
entatives from two rival families had to

travel 12 km to the Mataund police sta-
tion to agree on a “compromise.” The
village keeps the police on its toes. “We
ensure that there is a weekly picket in
all villages but for Goyara Mugali it is
daily,” says Anita Chauhan, Mataund
Station House Officer (SHO).

Posted in March this year, Chauhan
says policing challenges here are similar
to other cities/towns in U.P., the topo-
graphy of Bundelkhand making the job
tougher. Goyara Mugali is located near
the edge of Banda close to not just the
Hamirpur district border but also Mad-
hya Pradesh — border areas are usually
susceptible to criminal activities. The
village tops the list of history-sheeters
(habitual offenders) by a long stretch,
with as many as 15 out of the 48 names
hailing from it. But Chauhan insists Goy-
ara Mugali’s crime rate today is “nor-
mal”, attributing it in part to migration
and the youth’s interest in sports.

Waiting for redemption
Despite its notoriety, there are instances
of cooperation with the authorities,
adds SHO Chauhan. The villagers aided
in the ‘encounter killing’ of the leader of
the Raj Karan gang in the early ’90s. Go-
yara Mugali has also a little tale of com-
posite culture. Despite being predomin-
antly Muslim, its residents elected the
lone Brahmin inhabitant, Shiv Dayal
Pandit, as the pradhan for over three
decades not just because of his goodwill
but also so that he may not have to leave
the village out of insecurity. “What can I
say? The people showered my father
with faith and love,” acknowledges his
son, Suresh Mishra.

Goyara Mugali also faces basic susten-
ance problems, as it falls in the drought-
prone zone. The fact that Daddu
Prasad, who was village development
minister in the BSP government of 2012-
17, hailed from Goyara Mugali, seems to
have done nothing to alter its fortune.
Last summer, its main water source, the
two big lakes, were bone-dry. Things are
not so bad this year, even as farmers
continue to reel under debt, unpaid
compensation for crop damage and
poor irrigation. Water-boring has
proved difficult due to the rough ter-
rain, and there is not a single govern-

ment tube well, canal or pipeline close
to the village. The industrial area of
Banda is a few kilometres away but it
isn’t exactly a hub of activity. Around
3,000 men from the village work as mi-
grants in cities such as Surat, Mumbai
and Delhi, says Mubarak Pehalwan, who
himself spent time working in Meerut
for a few years. A major problem is the
village’s minimal educational facilities.
It has a high school for boys whereas
the girls can only study till Class VIII. Ac-
cording to the 2011 Census, the female
literacy rate in the village was a dismal
50.86%, while the average was 60.48%,
still less than the State average. “We
submitted many memorandums to the
administration over the years demand-
ing an inter college [classes up to
twelfth standard] but they did not act. If
our boys and girls won’t study, how will
we develop,” asks Asif Khan.

Aftab believes that given its rich pool
of talent and culture of volleyball, Goy-
ara Mugali could be developed as a local
hub for the sport. “If coaching facilities
and proper equipment are provided to
the boys, imagine what a resource they
will be for the State,” he says. Among
those he trained is Inayat, 21, who
dropped out of college in first year due
to financial constraints. Unemployed,
he is inspired by success stories like
Rizwan and Sharafat. But training costs
money. “Our coach keeps our morale
high. But it would have been so much
better if the government provided us
some facilities. That would also encour-
age our parents to allow us to train,”
says Inayat.

But a job is not always guaranteed.
Arif, who stays at the Rae Bareli sports
hostel, represented Uttar Pradesh in the
national championship seven times but
is still without a job. Numann, who was
trained by the Sports Authority of India
in Gorakhpur, is in the same boat. “I re-
quest the government to select these
meritorious boys as coaches and also
provide jobs to those with gold medals.
There is also plenty of land in the village
for setting up a training institute or
coaching centre. It used to be a village
of ladai-jhagda (quarrels and fights), but
look at the talent. If only all this poten-
tial could be channelised,” says Aftab.

The ‘coach’: “Over the last three decades, Aftab Mustafa, a farmer, has been imparting volleyball skills for free to young men from his village. Not as a recreational activity but with a focussed aim: jobs.” (Sitting left to right)
Sharafat Khan, Rizwan Khan, Aftab Mustafa and Tauqueer, a former colleague of Aftab from his volleyball playing days. * RAJEEV BHATT

A spike in the footprints of time 
Goyara Mugali in Bundelkhand fell of the map after its inhabitants waged a battle against the British during the First War of Independence. Volleyball has come to its
rescue, but only just. Omar Rashid reports on the struggle of the village as it battles now to stay aloat

Goyara Mugali lies in the heart of a drought-prone region, battling bad crop, water crisis and unemployment. Migration is high and
crime rampant.

<> This is a deshbhakt village. It is
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develop it.

Asif Khan,

Former pradhan

“The rile is symbolic of the malaise that has made Goyara Mugali infamous in the
region.” (Left to right) Khaliq, Mubarak Pehalwan and former pradhan Asif Khan
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