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T
he renewables industry, specifically
solar power, has seen explosive growth
in the last couple of years. Tarifs have
consistently headed south setting

newer records even as the sector has attracted tre-
mendous interest from established players as well
as fresh entrants. There has been a lot of mutual
backslapping among government, bidders and
analysts at what they see as the success of the
country’s renewable energy programme which
aims at a total capacity of 175 giga watt by 2022.
There’s little doubt that the programme appears
successful now. For instance, solar power tarif at
the latest bid of ₹2.44 a unit is cheaper than coal
power in absolute terms. In wind energy, buoyed
by the success of the first round of auctions in Feb-
ruary for 1,050 MW, the Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy (MNRE) has initiated a second
round of 1,000 MW to be auctioned soon.

Clearly, these are heady times for renewables.
Yet, it would pay to step back a bit and look at the
prevailing scenario dispassionately. Solar tarifs
are being driven down by a sustained fall in prices
of modules (they were of 26 per cent in 2016), fa-
vourable exchange rates and easy availability of
finance. The general expectation is that module
prices will continue to fall given the competition
among manufacturers. But finance costs at
around 10 per cent appear stif and even that is
available only to the most creditworthy of borrow-
ers. To be profitable at a tarif of ₹2.44 a unit, solar
plants need a plant load factor (PLF) of about 35
per cent, which is not impossible, but the point is
that these levels have to be sustained over 25
years. In the case of wind-power, the lowest dis-
covered price was ₹3.46 a unit in the first round of
auctions but PLFs of 35 per cent appear unreal-
istic. Adding to these are the pitiable financial
conditions of state electricity utilities which will
buy the power. In the case of the MNRE auctions
for wind power, PTC India will be the buyer ofer-
ing some stability to developers, but in the case of
other projects, the developers will be at the mercy
of the State utilities. A recent report in this news-
paper pointed out that these utilities were sitting
on ₹2,000 crore of dues to wind energy produ-
cers, with payments consistently being delayed by
up to six months. 

We have seen aggressive bidding in infrastruc-
ture sectors earlier, specifically in telecom and
road projects. There’s the experience in coal, of
Tata Power and Adani with their ultra mega power
projects that are now in trouble. The Centre would
do well to step back and take a considered view of
the renewable sector to ensure that the exuber-
ance now does not lead to despair later.

Realism and renewables

While these are heady times for renewables,
windy optimism is uncalled for
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I
t’s been a month since the Brit-
ish general election, whose res-
ults proved no less surprising
than the Brexit referendum

that had taken place a year before.
Jeremy Corbyn – who many (includ-
ing those within his own party) be-
lieved he was unelectable – led his
party to its biggest gain in a poll
since 1945, wresting the Conservat-
ive’s comfortable parliamentary
majority from under their nose.
While much remained uncertain in
the immediate aftermath of the
election – as voters and markets
waited for the terms of its deal with
the right wing Democratic Unionist
Party of Northern Ire-
land – hopes rose that
the election result made
it more likely that Bri-
tain would exit Europe
in a “softer” way than the
government had been
indicating to date. 

After all, Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May had
pegged the election as an oppor-
tunity for the public to give their
verdict on her Brexit plans, includ-
ing her insistence on leaving the
customs union and the single mar-
ket, as well as her determination to
play hardball with Europe. “No deal
is better than a bad deal” was a line
repeated by the prime minister and
others in her cabinet as an apparent
sign of their willingness to walk
away from the table, and their con-

fidence that Europe would, despite
its tough talk, be willing to accom-
modate Britain’s demands.

Bravado continues
Formally little has changed: discus-
sions between the two sides began
as had originally been scheduled on
June 19 led by Brexit Secretary David
Davis on the British side and Mi-
chael Barnier on the European side,
while of-the-record briefings to
sections of the British media sug-
gest Britain plans to maintain its
tough stance. A Downing Street
source told The Telegraph last week-
end that the Prime Minister was
prepared to “storm out” of Brexit
talks over the terms of Britain’s exit
– including the over €100 billion
that could be demanded by Europe
as part of the “divorce bill”. Earlier
this month, a motion by rebel La-
bour MP Chuka Umunna to keep
Britain inside the EU if the govern-
ment failed to negotiate a deal and
keep Britain in the customs union
and single market failed as the La-
bour front bench joined the Conser-

vatives in opposing it. At
a Times newspaper event
in June, Brexit Secretary
Davis confirmed that Bri-
tain would leave the cus-
toms union and single
market by March 2019.

The bravado has con-
tinued too with Andrea
Leadsom, the leader of

the House of Commons, calling for
broadcasters to be “a bit patriotic”
in their coverage of Brexit, while
the trade secretary Liam Fox on
Thursday accused sections of the
media of preferring to see Britain
fail than Brexit succeed.

At the same time, it’s hard to ig-
nore the optimism felt by many
sceptical of Brexit, as the economic
consequences of the referendum
have begun to become clearer, as

has the message from Europe that
Britain’s hopes of “having its cake
and eating it” hadn’t a hope of
succeeding.

EU talks tough
In a speech on Thursday, Barnier re-
iterated Europe’s red lines – which
he warned were not “fully under-
stood across the channel” – which
included the indivisibility of free-
dom of movement of goods, per-
sons and services, no sector-by-sec-
tor participation in the single
market (“you cannot be half in and
half out of the single market,” he in-
sisted) and the need for EU mem-
bers to abide by its regulations.

His comments come as the im-
pact of the decision to leave the EU
has begun to be felt more and more
acutely by Britons: according to Of-
fice for National Statistics figures
released on Thursday household
disposable incomes fell at the fast-
est rate in six years in the first
quarter of the year, as a result of
high inflation (the weakness of the
pound in the wake of the referen-
dum has played a major a role in
this). 

The British Retail Consortium re-
cently warned that retailers would
struggle to protect consumers from
rising costs and that shop price in-
flation loomed. Brexit has also left
Britain with a personnel crisis:
while the NHS is already contend-
ing with large numbers of EU staf
(particularly nurses) leaving Britain
at a time the country has been
struggling to recruit domestic staf
(a recent survey by the main nurs-
ing association found that tough
working conditions meant that
British staf were also leaving the
profession at a high rate), there are
indications that skilled profession-
als too are considering their future
in Britain. A report by law firm
Baker McKenzie earlier this month

found that over half skilled EU
workers in Britain said they were
likely to leave Britain before the end
of Brexit negotiations.

Business interests
Businesses, whose voices became
lost in the run-up to the general
election, have returned to speak
more confidently about their con-
cerns. In a speech on Thursday
night at the London School of Eco-
nomics, Carolyn Fairbairn, director
general of the business lobby group
CBI, called for the country to re-
main within the single market and
the customs union till the final deal
was in force – something she said
would be essential to providing
business with the certainty it
needed. The risk of “multiple clif
edges” was already casting a “long
shadow over business decisions,”
she said, pointing to examples of
the ways in which business de-
cisions were being made at the ex-
pense of Britain.

All this comes at a time when the

mood across Europe is more optim-
istic than ever, particularly as the
union struck a free trade deal with
Japan, pouring cold water on the ar-
gument of some Brexiteers that it
was only by moving out of Europe
that Britain could further its rela-
tions with non-EU nations, particu-
larly in Asia. 

The tie-up with Japan could have
been particularly significant for Bri-
tain, given the success of both na-
tion’s auto sectors.

Such is the atmosphere in Bri-
tain, that there are even questions
whether Brexit will happen at all.
The political editor of a prominent
BBC news programme said earlier
this week that some supporters of
Brexit had begun to fear that Brexit
“may not actually happen” or could
be put on hold as a result of tough
economic conditions.

Whether this is the case or not,
one thing is clear: far from deliver-
ing certainty, last month’s general
election has made Britain’s future
more uncertain than ever.

The referendum and general elections suggest a lack of clarity over what Britain wants from EU. The earlier euphoria is gone 

Many sticking points The EU is no mood for compromise. BLOOMBERG

Brexit mires Britain in uncertainty

VIDYA RAM

EUROSCOPE

LEONID BERSHIDSKY

I
n 2017, the G-20 is a group with
more inner conflicts than
points of agreement. That
makes the summit, which be-

gins in Hamburg on Thursday, a
minefield for the host, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Merkel
has enjoyed poll bumps out of pre-
vious high-level meetings. This
time around, however, she’s more
interested in containing animosit-
ies than in advancing any kind of
common agenda, so the summit
will likely be defined by what won’t
happen rather than by what will.

In the shadow of Trump
Here’s what not to expect:

Any breakthrough on trade: Even
though Merkel said recently that it
was her goal to have the G-20 send
“a clear signal for free markets and
against protectionism, as well as a
clear commitment to a multilateral
trade system,” that won’t be pos-
sible because of the presence of
President Donald Trump, who
shows an unwavering commitment
to his protectionist election prom-
ises and who has an issue with Ger-
many’s trade surplus with the US.
Most other leaders at the summit
are pro-trade, so Trump’s allies, sur-
prisingly, will be outside the meet-

ing hall, among the 8,000 demon-
strators who have already clashed
with the 20,000 police .

Merkel’s true goal is to prevent an
outbreak of hostilities right at the
summit, especially since the big
trade news for Germany and other
European nations is coming out of
Brussels, not Hamburg: Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited
the EU’s seat on Thursday to sign a
political agreement that resolves
most of the outstanding issues for a
massive EU-Japan trade deal. 

Any progress on climate change:
Since the US withdrew from the
Paris Agreement, other large coun-
tries have restated their commit-
ment to it, but without Trump’s
consent, it’s hard to imagine what
statement the G-20 leaders could
make together. It 

Frenemies everywhere
Anything substantive to come out of
the meeting between Trump and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin: Trump
is coming to Hamburg from Po-
land, one of the few European coun-
tries these days where he could ex-
pect a warm welcome because the
nationalist Polish government
came to power using similar rhet-
oric. The Poles have primed Trump
against trying to be friendly with
Putin by promising to buy the US-

made Patriot missile defence sys-
tem and seeking a long-term deal
for the supply of US liquefied nat-
ural gas to break Poland’s depend-
ency on Russian energy imports. 

Besides, Trump has to be careful
not to look too soft on Russia be-
cause of the bipartisan domestic
criticism he faces when that hap-
pens. The meeting with Putin,
scheduled for Friday, will be
watched by eagle-eyed commentat-
ors for any sign of friendliness.
Putin will probably be opaque and
non-committal, not giving an inch
on Syria or Ukraine, the two likely
subjects of discussion. He may,

however, ofer Trump some cau-
tious encouragement in the trade
and climate conflicts with Europe:
A rift between the US and the EU is
one of Putin’s fondest goals.

Anything noteworthy on migration:
It’s on the summit’s agenda, but
good luck hammering out a com-
mon position given Trump’s anti-
immigration stance, the dictates of
Brexit for UK Prime Minister
Theresa May, the distress of Italian
Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni,
whose country has problem hand-
ling a growing influx of African mi-
grants, and the bitterness of Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,

who thinks the EU has short-
changed Turkey for its help in
resolving the 2015-16 refugee crisis. 

The emergence of Europe as the new
global beacon: The Europeans have
taken a firm stand against Trump
while also keeping up the pressure
on Putin. But non-Western leaders,
however, all have their own agen-
das to pursue. 

China’s Xi Jingping is in the same
camp as the EU on trade and cli-
mate change, and Trump is un-
happy with what he considers Xi’s
insuicient eforts to dissuade
North Korea from pushing forward
with its nuclear programme. But
China also has just agreed to issue
big loans to two Russian govern-
ment-controlled entities that are
under US sanctions. Japan’s Shinzo
Abe has made a point of staying on
a friendly footing with Trump, ofer-
ing him help with North Korea. In-
dia’s Narendra Modi has tried to be
everybody’s friend, avoiding rifts
with both Trump and Putin, and so
has the new Saudi crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman.

The dynamics at the Hamburg
summit make the G-20 a less ei-
cient group than ever before. Born
of the global financial crisis, which
demanded concerted action from
the global leaders, the G-20 format
is losing relevance. BLOOMBERG

Five most important things G-20 won’t do
With Trump around, earlier global power equations have been thrown into disarray. Protectionism rules out many options 

Photo op And the talking shop that is the G-20 GETTY IMAGES

Realpolitik holds sway

Apropos the edit “A special rela-
tionship” (July 7), India’s ties with
Palestine were nurtured by the
Congress regime as a way to win
the Indian Muslim’s support in
electoral politics. Narendra Modi
has no such notions. His tough
Kashmir policy is edging towards
the way Israel handles Palestine in-
cursions. The bonds of Muslim
countries with Palestine are not so
strong now due to the advent of
Arab Spring and Muslim nations
fighting among themselves.

On the other hand, friendship
with Israel has many advantages.
It had helped India during the 1971
and 1999 wars with weapons and is
now the third largest arm supplier
after Russia and the US. India and
its trade will benefit immensely
from defence and technology
deals with Israel. With Pakistan
and China getting cosier, India
needs a militarily powerful and
technologically sound Israel to

trade with. Since Modi is a practi-
tioner of realpolitik in his interna-
tional dealings the heavy tilt to-
wards Israel is easily explained.
YG Chouksey 
Pune

Pragmatic diplomacy

The editorial “A special relation-
ship” was a balanced commentary
on the Indo-Israel relationship in
the wake of Narendra Modi’s
three-day visit to Israel. The bon-
homie must be translated into an
action plan for agriculture, in-
dustry, nano-technology and de-
fence, to be pursued with more
vigour and pace. Indian dip-
lomacy must take a long-term
view, not taking a rigid stance on
ties with Israel and South Africa
due to issues such as Palestine or
apartheid. 

Other nations with the same
principles maintained a relation-
ship with them, moving towards
bilateral agreements. 

Though India had discussions
with Palestinian President Mah-
moud preceding Modi’s visit to Is-
rael, Indian diplomats may have
tried to convince the PM to make
an inclusive trip, visiting Palestine
too. 
B Rajasekaran
Bangalore

Digital transformation

Apropos ‘Digital India, a double-
edged sword’ (July 5), sadly, the
government seems to be lever-
aging the telecom revolution
primarily for revenue and less for
its potential to usher in a great di-
gital transformation. Relying on
the leverage that competition nor-
mally provides, it hit upon the
spectrum fee bonanza and now
the Ministry of Communications,
the DoT and TRAI are outdoing one
another in adding riders and fiats
to policy. 

The model of market competi-
tion beneficial, say, in consumer

goods cannot be replicated in a
pivotal service, as telecom is irre-
vocably tied to economy and fin-
ance, where the role of regulators
needs to be prescient and firm. The
gap between policy-making and
regulation in Indian telecom
needs to be critically monitored to
truly arrive at the grand digital era
ahead. 

Telcos reeling under debt stress
may not cope with the accelerated
throughput, reliability and speed
demanded by the likes of GST and
other initiatives that will keep
emerging. 

One can be sitting on judgment
on 2G allocations endlessly, but it
caused a polynomial burst in user
base at one of the lowest global
tarifs. In less than three years,we
could acquire the audacity to di-
gitally cover transactions of every
description.
R Narayanan
Ghaziabad

Laudable plan

It is great to know the Government
has announced the new list of cit-
ies selected for the Smart City Mis-
sion. Tuticorin and Tirunelveli are
on this list.

Tuticorin is the main hub of in-
dustrial activities with many
factories and a huge port.
Tirunelveli boasts sprawling
space, huge agricultural activities
and the Tamiraparani. Proper
plans and execution will go a long
way in matters of making
Tuticorin and Tirunelveli smart on
various fronts. Nearby cities such
as Nagercoil, Marthandam and
Kanyakumari too are the hubs of
beautiful vistas and large tracts of
natural forest/agricultural land.

Definitely strong strategies
coupled with strong financial
structure will go a long way in de-
veloping these southern parts of
Tamil Nadu. 
P Senthil Saravana Durai 
Vazhavallan, TN 
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Salute me: J&K Minister to MLA
Srinagar, July 7

In unusual requests to J&K

Speaker Kavinder Gupta,

State Finance Minister Haseeb

Drabu sought separate

directions to two Opposition

MLAs: one to salute him from

the Well of the House and

other to resign as a legislator. He claimed National

Conference MLA Devender Rana had said he

would salute him if the constitutional safeguards

were included in the preamble of the presidential

order on the implementation of GST in the State.

Referring to Congress legislator GM Saroori’s

remark that he would quit if the safeguards were

included, Drabu said a direction to the effect

should now be issued to the Opposition MLA. PTI

QUICKLY

CPI moves calling attention notice 
New Delhi, July 7

Raising concerns over the

federal structure of the

country, the Communist

Party of India has moved a

calling attention notice in

the Rajya Sabha on the role

of governors and lieutenant

governors (LGs). CPI National Secretary D Raja,

who moved the motion, said while the State

governments represent the people’s will, the

governors and LGs remain in their

gubernatorial positions at the pleasure of the

President. The move comes after the recent

spat when West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee accused Governor KN Tripathi of

acting like a “BJP block president.” PTI

Targeting long leg Policemen charge at

activists of the KSU, the Congress’ students’

wing in Kerala, who marched to the Kannur

Collectorate on Friday to protest the fee hike

in self-financing colleges SK MOHAN

A year after Wani

Security personnel stand guard in Srinagar’s old city area on Friday. Authorities have imposed restrictions in parts of Kashmir

to maintain law and order as the Valley braces for the first death anniversary of Hizbul Mujahideen ‘commander’ Burhan

Wani on Saturday NISSAR AHMAD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Siliguri (WB), July 7

BJP National Secretary Rahul
Sinha on Friday said Mamata
Banerje was running a “com-
munal government” in West
Bengal as it had been support-
ing only one community.

Adopting communal line as
government policy, the chief
minister is backing only one
community and ignoring the
other, Sinha alleged at a party
meeting here.

“She (Banerjee) is also
sparking fire everywhere. She
sets Darjeeling on fire and
went to Netherlands. On her
return, she allows Baduria to
burn,” Sinha said at a party
meeting here.

But the problem is she is
not trying to douse the
flames, the BJP leader said.

Even as the Darjeeling hills
were in turbulence for nearly
a month, a communal clash
took place at Baduria in North

24-Parganas district, he said.
Sinha demanded the Chief

Minister’s resignation for her
alleged failure to contain the
situation in Darjeeling hills
and Baduria.

Banerjee was also not allow-
ing anyone to go near
Basirhat, he said.

The administration had on
Friday stopped teams of the
Left Front, the Congress and
the BJP from visiting the riot-
hit places.

“She is no allowing anyone
to go there fearing that her
failure (to contain the situ-
ation) would be exposed,”
Sinha claimed.

Opposition denied

entry into Baduria

Mamata backing only 
one community: BJP 

Rahul Sinha, 

BJP National Secretary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who is battling a de-
famation suit in the Delhi
High Court filed by Union
Minister Arun Jaitley for al-
leging the
BJP leader’s
involve-
ment in
scams at the
DDCA, on
Friday
sought the
summoning
of the
minutes of
the meet-
ings of the cricket body
between 1999 and 2014. 

To this, the High Court is-
sued notice to Jaitley and
sought his reply by July 28 on
Kejriwal’s application, moved
in connection with the ₹10-
crore defamation suit filed
against him and five other
AAP leaders by the BJP leader.

In his application, Kejriwal
said he wished to confront
Jaitley with these documents
during recording of evidence
on July 28 and July 31.

Besides Kejriwal, the five
other accused in the defama-
tion case are Aam Aadmi
Party leaders Raghav Chadha,
Kumar Vishwas, Ashutosh,
Sanjay Singh and Deepak

Bajpai.
The AAP lead-

ers had accused
the BJP leader
of corruption
as the President
of the DDCA, a
post he had
held from
2000 to 2013.

Jaitley, who
had denied all

the allegations levelled by the
AAP leaders in December
2015, had filed a civil defama-
tion suit seeking ₹10 crore in
damages from Kejriwal and
the others, claiming they had
made “false and defamatory”
statements in the case in-
volving DDCA, thereby harm-
ing his reputation.

DDCA case: Kejriwal 
seeks minutes of meetings
Delhi HC issues

notice to Jaitley

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and

Union Minister Arun Jaitley 

OUR BUREAU/AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 7

The Congress has come down
hard on the Centre’s foreign
policy, questioning its stance
on the prevailing tension
along the China borders, and
wondering why Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had been
silent on the issue. 

Party Vice-President Rahul
Gandhi also said on Twitter:
“Why is our Prime Minister si-
lent on China?” 

The Modi government’s for-
eign policy is defined by “the
Prime Minister’s search for
holiday destinations and
photo opportunities”, instead
of serving India’s interests,
the Congress said in an article
on its website, while accusing
the Centre of being indifer-
ent towards incursions on the

Sino-Indian border.

Manmohan’s balance
“Hyperbole and empty rhet-
oric — this has been the defin-
ing feature of Modi’s foreign
policy. He believes, falsely,
that talking tough in election
rallies is the same as being
tough on China on the diplo-
matic front. 

“During the 10 years of the
UPA government, Manmohan
Singh ensured that India bal-
anced her relations with all
the major world powers. We
ensured that any transgres-
sion on the part of China was
deftly handled,” the party
said.

The article added that the
Chinese media had begun
making open threats to India
after realising that Modi was a

“master bluster rather than a
man of action”. It alleged that
there had been nearly 120
Chinese incursions in the last
45 days. “What has surprised
and shocked the nation is the
meek response of the Modi
government. This is the same
Modi whose spin doctors said
that he would show ‘Red Eyes’
to China, and they would go
running back. The only ‘red’
we have seen is the aggres-
sion of China,” it added.

‘What perception?’
The Congress also stated that
in the face of provocative
statements by China, Home
Minister Rajnath Singh had
“merely said that Chinese in-
trusions were about
perception”.

“Perception? Tell that to
our brave jawans who had to
resist the Chinese aggres-
sion,” the party said.

Indian bunkers have been

destroyed and Chinese war-
ships and submarines re-
portedly spotted in the In-
dian Ocean, the Congress
said.

“China recently halted the
passage of religious pilgrims
of the Mansarovar Yatra and
posted pictures of the des-
troyed bunkers. In June, 2017,
two Chinese Army choppers
also violated the Indian air
space in Uttarakhand,” the
article said further.

Says Modi’s foreign tours have only been

photo-ops, calls him ‘a master of bluster’

Congress slams PM for Chinese incursions
ZY

Hyperbole and empty

rhetoric — this has been

the defining feature of

Modi’s foreign policy. He

believes, falsely, that

talking tough in election

rallies is the same as

being tough on China on

the diplomatic front

- Article posted on 
the Congress website
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POORNIMA JOSHI

New Delhi, July 7

Friday’s searches by the CBI on

premises belonging to RJD chief Lalu

Prasad and his kin have

come at the most

opportune time for the

BJP, which is looking to

discredit him before he

launches his mega ‘BJP

Bhagao Rally’ in Patna on

August 27. For Bihar leader Sushil

Kumar Modi, this is the perfect time

to corner his one-time ally, Bihar

Chief Minister and JD(U) President

Nitish Kumar, who is Lalu’s ally in the

State government. Modi spoke to

BusinessLine about the prevailing

political climate in the State.

Excerpts:

Lalu has cited political vendetta

as the prime reason for these

raids.

In 2008, it was his present ally, the
Janata Dal (United), and its leaders
Lallan Singh and Shivanand Tiwari
who had held a press conference
to expose the various shady land
deals struck by Lalu Prasad. They
had cited diferent details that
have once again surfaced in the FIR
filed by the CBI pertaining to IPC
Section 420 read with 120 B of the
CrPc and the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. The two accused men-
tioned in the FIR – Vijay and Vinay
Kochar – were also named by the JD
(U) leaders at the time.

Subsequently, Lallan Singh and
Sharad Yadav met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and submitted
a memorandum demanding ac-
tion against Lalu. But the Congress
refused to act against Lalu. What
the JDU) had then said – that when
Lalu was Rail Minister, two hotels
were transferred to the IRCTC. For
maintenance, they were to be

leased to private companies. The
tenders were awarded to Sujata
Hotels Pvt Ltd. There were wrong-
doings in tender allotment and

private companies were
favoured. Lalu was given
land in return for these
contracts. Delight Market-
ing Company was given
land and Sarla Gupa, wife
of Lalu’s aide Prem Chand

Gupta, was in charge of this. In
2010-14, this land was transferred
to LARA Projects.

These were details highlighted
by the JD(U). The BJP had nothing
to do with it then and it has noth-
ing to do with it now. But, of
course, we will highlight corrup-
tion when it becomes so transpar-
ent. I too have been raising this is-
sue because facts have been
substantiated. Was it not political
vendetta when the JD(U) raised it?

So far as Lalu Yadav is concerned,
he used to level the same allega-
tions when he was caught in the
fodder scam. 

It seems everyone who stands

with Lalu in his mega rally would

now be labelled corrupt. Isn’t

that exactly what the BJP

wanted to achieve?

The Congress talks about an ideo-
logical fight when they contest
Presidential elections. They
talk about secularism when
they gather their allies
and fight against the BJP.
But how long would cor-
ruption be disguised as
secularism and ideolo-
gical fight? And let me ask
you, how is a socialist, a
fighter on behalf of the
poor, amassing such huge
assets, benami proper-
ties? How is all

this justified in the name of ideo-
logy? What is being termed a ‘BJP
Bhagao Rally’ is actually a ‘Lalu
Bachao Rally’.

You haven’t said much about

Nitish Kumar’s position on this.

Is the BJP treating him with kid

gloves because it wants him to

return to the NDA?

We have no role to play in the direc-
tion Nitish Kumar takes in his
political career. But why is the
same Nitish, who used to say that
he will not let corruption thrive in
Bihar, that he would cleanse the
politics here, silent? What action
has he taken against Lalu’s sons,
who are both Ministers in his Cab-
inet? For someone who talks
about ethics and takes the high
moral high ground, isn’t it ironical
that he still silently sufers those
whose properties have been at-
tached, who are being raided by
the CBI?

Would you welcome Nitish

Kumar back into the NDA?

It is for the BJP’s parliamentary
board and the leadership to de-
cide on such matters. But I think it
will be very diicult for Nitish to
continue to hang on to an alliance

that includes a very cor-
rupt Lalu. We

hope he will
take action
against
Lalu’s sons.
The BJP will

wait and
watch
what he
does next.

‘Where does l’affaire
Lalu leave Nitish?’

O
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But why is Nitish, who used to say that

he will not let corruption thrive, silent?

What action has he taken against Lalu’s

sons, who are both Cabinet Ministers?

SUSHIL KUMAR MODI
Leader of Opposition, Bihar
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata/New Delhi, July 7

Amid the ongoing unrest in
Darjeeling, the Calcutta High
Court on Friday wondered if
the Centre did not think the
agitation for a separate Gorkha-
land needed to be quelled
quickly, given the geopolitical
importance of the area.

The court posed the query
even as an oicial of the Union
Home Ministry oicial said the
Centre is keen to hold tripartite
talks with the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM), which is spear-
heading the agitation for a sep-
arate Gorkhaland, and the West
Bengal government for the re-
turn of normality to
Darjeeling.

The High Court’s poser and
the Centre’s stand come a day
after all the hill parties decided
to continue with the indefinite

shutdown, as rallies and
protest marches were taken
out in various parts of
Darjeeling.

The situation in Darjeeling
remained tense but incident-
free on Friday, the 23rd day of
the indefinite shutdown which

has crippled normal life in Dar-
jeeling hills and its neighbour-
ing areas.

“Given the geopolitical area
in which it lies, doesn’t the
Centre think this agitation be
quelled immediately?,” asked
acting Chief Justice Nishita

Mhatre while hearing a plea for
restoration of normalcy in the
Darjeeling hills.

The query also comes amid a
India-China standof in Sikkim
which is not too far from
Darjeeling.

The division bench of acting
Chief Justice Mhatre and
Justice Tapabrata Chakraborty
directed the West Bengal gov-
ernment oicials to sit with the
Ministry of Home Afairs to sort
out the requirements for para-
military forces on the basis of
ground conditions.

Does Centre not think Darjeeling unrest
needs to be quelled quickly, asks court

A Gorkha Janamukti Morcha supporter carries a party flag on the

23rd day of the shutdown, in Darjeeling on Friday AFP
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Given the geopolitical

area in which it lies,

doesn’t the Centre think

this agitation should be

quelled immediately?

NISHITA MHATRE 
Acting Chief Justice, Kolkata HC
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