
Sacredspace
No Fear

Our society must make 
it right and possible for old
people not to fear the young
or be deserted by them, for
the test of a civilisation is
the way that it cares for its

helpless members. 

Pearl S Buck

Both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Donald Trump
have led populist and nationalist movements which upended the
establishment in their respective countries. While this can 

potentially lead to a meeting of minds between them, things can also go
badly wrong. On balance, when Modi met Trump for the first time in
Washington, the positive has outweighed the negative. Modi invested
significantly in ties with Washington during the Obama years, and he
has managed to keep them on an even keel with some gains for India.

Most of those gains have taken place in the security and strategic 
relationship between the two countries. The two leaders have taken an
unreserved common position on terrorism, and the joint statement rele-
ased after the meeting has pledged enhanced India-US cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific region. Moreover, unlike China, the US has supported

India’s membership in the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, other global nuclear
supervisory bodies and permanent
membership in the UN Security Council.

One of the significant outcomes of
Modi’s visit is the US decision to 
designate Syed Salahuddin, leader 
of the Hizbul Mujahideen which 
spearheads the Kashmir insurgency at 
Pakistan’s behest, as a global terrorist.
This should put paid to Pakistan’s 
efforts to “internationalise” the 

Kashmir dispute. In further embarrassment for Islamabad, the joint
statement called on Pakistan to ensure that its territory isn’t used 
for terror activities against other nations, and bring to justice the 
perpetrators of cross-border terrorist attacks. There is no longer
much waffling on who offers safe havens to terrorists inflicting the
maximum casualties on Indian and American citizens alike. 

Trump extracted his pound of flesh by insisting on a “fair” and 
“balanced” trade relationship between the two nations, indicating a
mercantilist approach which can in the end limit trade and therefore
prosperity in both nations. At the same time he has been quiet on India’s
concerns about H-1B visas and crackdown on American companies out-
sourcing to India. In this respect, it’s welcome that Modi met American
business leaders and invited them to increase their investments in 
India. Such investments can circumvent visa restrictions, create jobs in
India and even balance trade between the two nations. But they require
improvement in ease of doing business in India, together with big bang
reforms which the Modi administration has been skirting so far.

Positive Meet
Modi-Trump era signals strategic 

synergy and common goals

“Sometimes we can disagree with the facts.” So, famously, 
said White House press secretary Sean Spicer. One fact to 
ignore, it seems, is that India’s Independence Day falls in 
August, not June. Why else would Spicer, during a press 
briefing prior to Narendra Modi’s US visit, wish Indians “a
happy 70th anniversary on their independence”?

They say it’s his gift of the gaffe. Or that he’s on an alternative fact-finding
mission ever since he said Hitler didn’t gas people like Syria’s Bashar al-Assad.
Either way, he’s given us Indians a flexi-take on August 15: independence means
freedom from historical fact.

There’s another possible reason Independence Day comes about two months
early. Maybe Spicer heard about International Yoga Day on June 21and Emergen-
cy’s anniversary on June 25, and it was all the same to him. Why must we carp?

We exuberant Indians always have some tamasha going on that boggles the
best of minds. Such as, why do Bollywood’s bodybuilders take on but invariably
lose to Baba Ramdev in yoga contests? Is the Dalit-versus-Dalit presidential
dangal worth betting on? Why do Congresswalas wrestle with their critics,

pitting declared Emergency against “undeclared Emergency”?
Here’s one inelastic fact. June, not April, was the cruellest month for

India back in 1975, when hard-won freedoms were curbed. It was when
political insecurities bred the propaganda that everyone was out to 

destabilise India-is-Indira. That’s admittedly quite different from a White House
goof-up specialist saying his boss is trying to destabilise the Middle East.

Last heard, our mantris endorse pan-Indian programmes to discuss
Emergency’s horrors. Leaders and press handlers of the free world should hail
this enlightenment project. After all, it’s now actually asked if leaders of the
free world can factually say they lead a free world. Don’t jitters persist about
foreign cyber-attacks on that pillar of their independence: free and fair polls?

Coming back to a misspeaking match, our desi gaffe-bags can knock out
Spicer. They say peacocks are celibate, pregnant women mustn’t feel lust 
and ancient sages did nuclear tests. There must be a law against gagging 
such tax-free howlers. That’s why we’re sorry to hear rumours that Spicer’s 
superiors want to separate his foot and his mouth.

Let’s hope that doesn’t happen before Spicer oops-does-it-again. We 
yogic Indians have him to thank for being able to fete Independence from 
facts on an Emergency basis in June. We crave one last favour. We want him to
congratulate the Russians on the fourth of July.

Gift of the gaffe

Rupa Sengupta

Independence from facts
on an Emergency basis

That slightly awkward
hug at the end of the 
Modi-Trump summit
settled one important
debate about the future
of US-India relations in

the Trump administration – hugs will
stay, white-knuckle handshakes are for
others.

The Modi visit was tightly crafted,
with most of the heavy lifting being done
by foreign secretary S Jaishankar and
NSA Ajit Doval well in advance. Jaishan-
kar and Doval have logged many 
frequent flyer miles to get the desired
outcome, with the foreign secretary 
negotiating directly with Rex Tillerson
and James Mattis, while Doval did the
hard work with McMaster and Kelly.

The Trump administration is 
seriously short-staffed and battling 
external, internal and virtual enemies –
India did not want to fall into these boxes
or through the cracks. The US relation-
ship is much too important for that.

The Indians went into this summit
intent on preserving the strategic 
contours of the relationship. That has
received strong endorsement in the joint
statement. A summary of the US-India
priorities for the next few years is 
“combatting terrorist threats, promoting
stability across the Indo-Pacific region,
increasing free and fair trade, and
strengthening energy linkages.”

With the designation of Syed 
Salahuddin as a global terrorist, India
has sealed the narrative of the Kashmir
unrest as one of being Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism. This should be 
seen together with the surgical strikes,
ongoing crackdown on militants in the
Valley and a refusal to start official
talks with Pakistan.

From the US point of view, it appears
to be a sign that Washington is less 
inclined to “incentivise” Pakistan to 
improve – both in Afghanistan and 
India. The US is ready to call out 
Pakistan for its support and sanctuary
to terror groups from Haqqanis to 
Hizbul Mujahideen. Pakistan is probab-
ly the country with the largest number of
global terrorists under its protection. 

Interestingly, India and the US decided
to set up “a new consultation mechanism
on domestic and international terrorist
designations listing proposals”. This
mechanism could be a way to counter
China’s protection of Pakistan, as in the
Masood Azhar case in the UN Security
Council. Going forward, India might 
expand its security footprint in 
Afghanistan, because the next phase of
the battle there is likely to be very diffe-
rent from what you see today, and would
focus more on countering terrorism.

The Trump administration has 
preserved the soul of the Strategic 
Vision Document of 2015, which is 
important as India puts wind under its
wings across the Indian Ocean, hoping
to expand its sphere of influence from
Aden to Malacca. The Sea Guardian 
drones, if India buys them, will have a
role in giving India maritime domain 
dominance, keeping China in check.

Big move: America today endorsed
India’s language, red-flagging China’s
enterprise in Pakistan by supporting
“regional economic connectivity through

the transparent development of infrast-
ructure and the use of responsible debt
financing practices, while ensuring 
respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, the rule of law, and the 
environment”. China has watched this
summit closely – the strong statement on
North Korea, where China’s feet are still
held to the fire is as much a matter of
concern as Indo-US maritime conver-
gence, terrorism and Afghanistan.

Trade and economic issues will 
continue to be a problem with the US, but
they have been shoved into committees
and consultations, which means no 

surprises. India conceded on “fair” 
trade in addition to “free” trade, and
Trump was clear that India had to 
open its economy further and trade 
should be “fair and reciprocal”.

What did we not see? Despite 
the line on supporting India in the 
non-proliferation regimes, it’s clear 
India will have to row this boat alone. We
also did not see Indian wailing on H-1B
visas – Modi has decided he has bigger
fish to fry. Trump has already walked
back on some of his tech visa ban ideas.
Anyway, Indian companies would be 
better off lobbying on Capitol Hill 
rather than the White House.

With Obama, Modi persuaded the US
to engage deeply in India’s transformation
exercise – education, skills, smart cities,
etc. That has completely disappeared,
despite the PM saying US was India’s
“primary partner”. The India-US 
outcomes are all in the realm of hard 
power. Modi is taking his developmental
agenda to the Europeans instead. In The
Netherlands yesterday, India signed a
big pact on water, and getting Dutch 
assistance to clean up the Ganga. We will
partner the EU on our developmental 
goals, with the US on security and 
strategic objectives.

Climate change is, unsurprisingly,
conspicuous by its absence. Instead it is
a forward-looking energy relationship,
which includes clean coal technology,
US gas exports, etc. There was a time in
the past when India-US statements 
imagined a better world. The goals are
less vaulting now. In Trump’s words,
they are, “to create jobs in our countries,
to grow our economies, and to create 
a trading relationship that is fair and 
reciprocal”.

This administration will remain
challenged on the people front. We now
know Kenneth Juster is the next envoy
to India, but the process could take
months. On the other hand, the 
India-US relationship is becoming 
institutionalised, less prey to leader-
ship vicissitudes. Things will be a lot
more transactional, but India has to live
in the real world.

It’s past 2am and Trump hasn’t 
tweeted anything about Modi. Could
anything be better?

This Boat Still Floats
As Modi meets Trump for the first time, soul of India-US strategic partnership is intact
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With the designation of 
Syed Salahuddin as a global
terrorist, India has sealed 
the narrative of the 
Kashmir unrest as one of
being Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism

India has an inherent advantage as a tourist destination. Both 
history and geography makes it attractive to travellers. If these 
inherent advantages haven’t been adequately leveraged to 

generate more economic activity, part of the blame belongs to its poor
governance record, particularly in the area of policing and security
for tourists. In this context, a government run institute on tourism
has recommended the creation of a specialised police force for 
protection of tourists to enhance India’s appeal. This is a sensible
suggestion and must be taken up by the government.

The government claims that as many as 13 states in India have 
deployed tourist police in one form or another.
However, this hasn’t translated into visible 
improvement in security for tourists. High recor-
ded incidence of crime against tourists in Delhi,
an important transit hub for tourists, is a case in
point. Other than India’s generally deficient 
tourist infrastructure and archaic laws, this too
is an obstacle to ramping up tourism. Failure here
will hurt employment creation when jobs crea-
ted by tourism were expected to almost double to
13 million in the decade between 2013 and 2022.

Tourism needs policy attention precisely for this reason. Opportuni-
ties that are lost become apparent when the 8.89 million visitors 
received by continent-sized India in 2016 are juxtaposed with the 16.4
million received by city-sized Singapore. It is time to take a leaf out of
Singapore’s playbook and provide India’s tourist police with specialised
training geared towards producing better experiences for tourists.
This should be complemented with Ireland’s approach where the state
makes itself a party to criminal proceedings in case of crime against 
tourists. This will insulate tourists from India’s creakingly slow judicial
system and encourage them to come in larger numbers.

Welcome To India
India needs to take the idea 

of tourist police seriously 
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In a dream, we experience physicality
not in the sense of our waking state,
but simply as a particular state of

consciousness. We seem to be moving
around without our physical body
moving and seem to be “feeling” 
sensations without our external sense
organs coming into the picture. So in
essence, nothing really happens in the
dream. It is all simply a manifestation of
the dream-consciousness. Likewise, the
waking state existence may also be
illusory, just a play of waking-state
consciousness.

The fundamental principle, namely
Brahmn, the Oversoul, is eternal and
gets neither created nor destroyed. It
temporarily manifests as physical
creation. A human being does not exist
before birth; then he gets born and
comes into physical existence, lives for
some time and then dies, disappearing
from the physical world. So why should
the temporary existence – in between

non-existence before life and again
non-existence after physical life – be
taken seriously?

Before a movie show begins, the
screen is blank. Then suddenly it comes
alive and unfolds an interesting story
with many characters. The audience
gets involved in the story, identifying
with the characters and their pains and
pleasures. Then, when the
movie ends, all those 
characters and story vanish.
They suddenly become 
irrelevant. Some members of
the audience get emotionally
affected, because they identify
strongly with certain charac-
ters portrayed in the movie. But
a rare few do not get affected
because they never forget that
the movie is an illusion and that
their real identity is different
and unaffected by the movie. 

We should regard our life in this
world like a movie show that our cons-
ciousness is watching and we should not

One way to understand this is to
regard creation as the Creator’s dream.
A dream happens because the dreamer
is sleeping and the dream is a natural
phenomenon in sleep. The dreamer 
does not design the dream, nor does he
control the dream, but it happens in a
natural way that is inherent to the way
the dreamer is. Like the dreamer is
“responsible” for the dream, the Creator
may be said to be “responsible” for
creation, but only in a passive way. All
the happenings in a dream are illusory
with nothing actually happening in an
external physical worldly sense. 

Hence the happenings in our
life should not be attributed to an 
all-powerful Creator; rather, they
should simply be experienced at the
material time and then put behind to
move on without carrying any baggage.
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identify with our physical body, nor get
attached to the events in our life. 

The created world could be an 
illusion and so, may not really exist! 
So it has no beginning, no existence 
and no end. However, the illusion is 
nevertheless perceived by us and is felt
as real. That illusion is as such quite
powerful. The only way we can destroy

this illusion is by developing
vairagya – disinterest /detach-
ment – in the worldly life.

Some believe that there 
is a God, who has created 
this creation. However, God
does not create anything. 
This creation is a natural
manifestation of the Creator’s
Prakriti, inherent aspect. The
Creator does not deliberately
engage in any action to bring
creation into existence – it 

just happens. So the Creator is 
not directly responsible for creation,
though creation cannot come into 
existence without the Creator. 

The Created World Could Be An Illusion
Kishor Kulkarni
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JAMIE DIMON

It’s good for America when the rest of the world grows,
because you can sell more to the rest of the world 

A thought for today

Kidambi Srikanth has given Indian
badminton a huge boost this year, 
becoming the first Indian to win two 
consecutive Super Series Open titles: in
Indonesia, where he beat the reigning
World No 1 Son Wan Ho, and Australia,
where he beat the current Olympic 
champion Chen Long. Currently ranked
No 11 in the world, Srikanth is expected to
break into the top five after these perfor-
mances and spoke to Rohit E David
on how Indian badminton is changing,
playing under the tutelage of Indonesian
coaches and his journey to the top:

■ This year has been special for you
with the historic victories in the 
Indonesia and Australia Open. What
changed for you?

Yes, it has certainly been
great after the Indonesia
and Australia Open
wins. What has worked
for me was the trai-
ning. The drills have
really been the key
for me. In fact, we
now have two new
Indonesian coaches.
After their induc-
tion the whole 
scenario of the
singles games has
changed. 

■ What role has Gopichand played in
your growth?

I will give the credit to him. Without
him this couldn’t have been possible. As
a player he has always wanted me to go
out there and enjoy my game. He never
puts any kind of pressure on players.

When I was playing I
didn’t have any

other thoughts
other than giving
my best. I owe my
wins to him. He is
the one who has 

believed in me from
day one. He has 

worked for me as hard
as I did for myself.

■ How much of a 
difference did

Mulyo Han-
doyo, India’s

specialist

singles coach, make?
His training schedules are different

from what we used to do earlier. All 
I can say is that they are working quite
well for me.
■ With these two wins, the pressure
on you will now be immense.
How much do you think this will
affect you in big upcoming 
tournaments such as the All
England championship, World
championships and Asian Games?

Well let me just say that I will 
definitely want to win every tournament
I take part in.
■ As one of the torchbearers of
India’s badminton resurgence, how
do you evaluate the state of the game
in this country? 

I think overall badminton is 
improving in the country. The singles
and doubles players are winning 
tournaments for the country at the inter-
national level. So, I feel that it is a good
sign. Rest assured, we will get many 
more wins in badminton. 
■ Three Indian men now feature in
the top 15 in world rankings released
by the Badminton World Federation.
How do we build on this base? 

It is a good sign for the game in the 
country. I feel that this is just the begin-
ning of bigger things to come.
■ With your wins, are India’s men 

finally getting out of Saina Nehwal’s
and PV Sindhu’s shadow?

I had won a Super Series tournament
way back in 2014. I became only the 
second Indian after Saina to do so. My 
career’s best ranking was three and I was

in the top four for one whole year.
Saina and Sindhu definitely have
done well at the Olympics but 
men players were never in their
shadow.

■ Focussed as you are on your 
badminton career, what are the few
things you have missed out on? Any
regrets so far? 

I love playing badminton and 
I don’t have any regrets. I don’t think 
I have missed out too much on anything.
It is college life which I missed but that’s
okay. You can’t sail on two boats at the
same time. 
■ What are some of the struggles you
had gone through to reach where you
are today?

The training we do every day is 
tough. I learnt a lot of things from losing
a few matches in the past after reaching
match point. It has helped me to stay 
focussed on the crucial part of the matches
and tackle pressure in tough situations.
■ Which is the one player you would
like to beat badly?

There’s no one like that. I want to win
every match I play.

‘Saina and PV Sindhu definitely did well at the Olympics
but men players were never in their shadow’
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