
British Prime Minister Theresa May’s decision to call for 
snap elections in the UK has blown up in her face. May had 
hoped that the polls would give her an enhanced mandate 

and strengthen her hand at forthcoming Brexit negotiations. 
Instead, the results have thrown up a hung parliament with 
May’s Conservative Party losing its majority. On the other hand, 
the opposition Labour Party under Jeremy Corbyn has gained a 
significant number of seats and revived itself. Following the Brexit
referendum, the snap polls represent the second disastrous election
called by a Tory PM in two years.

It reflects poorly on May’s leadership that she has brought her
party to this pass. Although the Conservatives

will in all likelihood cobble together a coalition
government, May no longer has the political

capital to push for a hard Brexit – the 
centrepiece of her poll campaign. The elec-
tion results show that British voters were

concerned about the possible repercussions
of a hard Brexit, including lower public 

spending. Consequently, consensus appears 
to be emerging that the UK can’t completely 
cut itself off from EU. All of this will certainly

make Brexit negotiations more complex. 
UK election results also strengthen evidence of a rethink on 

anti-globalisation tendencies that were rising in Europe. After polls
in Holland and France saw the electorate reject far-right populist
parties that were critical of EU, the British people too seem to have
voted for a more temperate approach to issues such as migration
and trade. It’s noteworthy that UK polls witnessed a significant 
increase in youth voter turnout. Young people tend to be more 
optimistic about the future and value mobility and job opportunities
abroad. Hard Brexit would have been anathema to many of them. In
that sense, May’s political gamble has failed spectacularly. 

Failed Gambit
UK polls put paid to May’s hard Brexit

Sarkar is generally as short of a sense of humour as water 
flowing on Mars but foreign minister Sushma Swaraj is a 
first-class exception. So when some desi wag told her on 

Twitter that he was stuck on Mars, with food sent via Mangalyaan
running out, she replied with some sauce of her own that the Indian
embassy on Mars would help. Space no bar.

Once upon a time she used to be seen as a prime ministerial 
candidate, these days as a presidential candidate. Whatever her past

and future may hold, in the present she has 
totally redefined what it means to be India’s 

external affairs minister. Instead of sulking 
because a PM phenomenally active in foreign
policy has stolen her job’s thunder, Sushma

Swaraj has fashioned herself into a people’s mini-
ster par extraordinaire, a sort of rescuer-in-chief,
dependable and responsive 24x7 whether it’s Indian

nurses in war-torn Iraq or just an aam admi wondering why his 
passport is taking too long to arrive – as if it were coming from Mars. 

When someone tagged her about his defective refrigerator, instead
of shutting him down like a blue-blooded mantri she gently 
explained to the ‘brother’ that she was very busy with human beings
in distress and couldn’t spare time for machines. Sobriety coaches
who criticise her for being too approachable should know how good a
sense of humour is for health – even of the nation. In another possible
upside, they say aliens don’t eat wags. Why? Because they taste funny.

Her Mars Mission
Sushma Swaraj goes where no mantri has gone before

Sacredspace
So Imperfect

The world is imperfect, and
that’s why it is growing; if it

was perfect it would have been
dead. Growth is possible only if

there is imperfection. I am
imperfect, the whole universe

is imperfect, so love and rejoice
in this imperfection.

Osho

Washington: Get up, stand up, stand up for your rights, sang
the late Jamaican reggae master Bob Marley. Would he sing
with the same verve if he were around today? He probably 
would since he’d have star power. But for ordinary folk 
everywhere, standing up can be a risky move.

Take what happened recently in Portland, Oregon, where two
teen girls of colour, one wearing a hijab, were humiliated and asked to leave this 
country by a white nationalist aboard a local train. Three other passengers, who
happened also to be white, got up, stood up, not for their own rights as much as the
right of the threatened teenagers to respect and freedom. The nationalist man drew
out a knife, killed two protesters and wounded the third. Standing up can cost lives.

You might ask, wasn’t it always so? Yes, but violent hatred in civil society outside
the battlefield is, by all accounts, bursting out more and more frequently, 
most disturbingly in democratic societies. Democracy is civilisation’s best, if
imperfect, foil to brute force. But when it’s untethered to the rule of law within a
constitutional system devised and managed by pragmatic minds, it can degene-
rate into mob rule or tyranny, as Plato had feared. In a degenerate democracy,
random or organised violence becomes the norm. Citizens cower in resignation.

I, along with my wife and two daughters, have been fortunate to live in a 
rather extraordinary segment of space-time. And we have been luckier still in
spending these interesting times in the two largest democracies in the world, 
India and the United States. The second half of the 20th century has by and large
been a period of peace and prosperity. Sure, there have been hot wars as well as a
major cold war but no worldwide conflagration. Nuclear annihilation has so far
been averted. Pestilence is under control and no major pandemic like bubonic
plague or deadly influenza or small pox has broken out.

Medical breakthroughs unprecedented in history have lengthened lifespans
across humanity. Famines have broken out in this period, mass murders of 

ethnic groups have happened. At the same time, scientific
and technological advances have erupted at an unprece-
dented pace altering the way we live our lives for mostly the
better though, in some cases, not so much.

The 21st century thus far has been less promising about our future. The 
rapid advance of liberal democracy evident in the last decade of the last 
century suddenly appears to be in retreat. I don’t want to sound alarmist but, in
one respect at least, democracy is back to the wall in several countries. It’s the
imperilled right to stand up for rights through the right of free speech.

Free speech is not without its downside, particularly in its hold-your-nose
tolerance of verbal hatred and its consequent incitement to violence. As Voltai-
re said, perhaps apocryphally: “I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to
the death your right to say it.” Marley urged us to stand up for our rights taking
for granted that crucial right of democracy: the right to free speech.

Extreme nationalists, racists, bigots of all shades are having a renaissance
across the world. They are encouraged by a type of leader who makes intolerance
a legitimate political platform. Such leaders have always been there but on the
fringes. They have now emerged in power around the world. Liberals, much 
reviled by the far right and far left, are on the defensive. 

The right is currently leading the charge against free speech. But the extreme
left is complicit. In campuses across the US, speakers are not being allowed to 
speak because they espouse causes that go against the narrative of the left. Worse,
there is an alarming demand for ‘safe spaces’ for those who see themselves as 
victims of society and a growing movement against ‘cultural appropriation’, 
by which members of a minority culture should have sole rights to express 
themselves about their grievances and no one else should be allowed to do so.

Gandhi, King, and Mandela would have been aghast. But they are so 20th
century, aren’t they?

Get Up, Stand Up

Gautam Adhikari

Extreme nationalists, racists and bigots 
enjoy a renaissance across the world 

Congress is at it again.
Back to its old game of
fishing in troubled 
waters and adding fuel
to fire. As is its wont,
Congress is trying to ma-

ke political capital out of the unfortunate
incident in Madhya Pradesh’s Mandsaur
– the death of five people in firing 
following violent agitation by farmers.

It is a matter of deep anguish that 
the violence led to loss of human lives.
While the NDA government at the Centre
and BJP are seized of the matter and
addressing the concerns of the farmers,
the opposition, particularly Congress, is
seeking to derive political mileage from
the incident. Has Congress any moral
right to talk about the plight of farmers
after having ruled the country for more
than five decades and neglected their
welfare for so many years? 

In fact, the conditions of farmers
worsened during the decade-long UPA
rule when suicides by farmers increased
significantly and agriculture growth 
rate dipped to less than 2%. All parties
must look beyond narrow political gains
and support the MP government and
Centre in restoring peace and normalcy
to the troubled state. Unfortunately, 
instead of dousing ignited passions, po-
litical parties are doing just the opposite.

Although there is a clamour for 
farm loan waiver from various states, it
certainly is not a long-term solution as it
offers only temporary relief to the 
farmers. The only solution is to ensure
remunerative prices while controlling
the prices of inputs. The RBI governor
has cautioned the risk of fiscal slippages
could increase with the announcements
of large farm loan waivers.

In contrast to the inadequate atten-
tion paid to agriculture and farmers’
well-being by the UPA regimes, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had from day
one made it clear that Gaon, Gareeb, 
Kisan, Mazdoor, Mahila aur Yuva are his
government’s top priorities. In tune
with this vision, several pro-farmer 
initiatives were launched with the aim

to double the farmers’ income by 2022. 
The government’s biggest ever 

contribution to crop insurance is being
made under the flagship programme of
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana,
which covers all crops for all seasons. 
Similarly, another major initiative 
is the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana, which seeks to provide water to
every field with an outlay of Rs 50,000
crore. About 7.1crore soil health cards of
the targeted 14 lakh crore have already
been distributed to farmers, while 
e-NAM seeks to connect all agri-markets
to enable farmers to know the remunera-
tive price and sell produce at that rate. 

Also the MSP for various crops has
been increased radically. Steps taken by
the government helped in higher 
production of pulses. MSP for pulses for
kharif 2016-17 was hiked. It was increased
from Rs 4,625 to Rs 5,050 per quintal of 
arhar, from Rs 4,625 to Rs 5,000 per quintal
of urad and from Rs 4,850 to Rs 5,250 per
quintal of moong. MSP for rabi pulses
increased substantially.

Providing electricity to all un-electrified

villages has been taken up as a major 
mission, apart from accelerating rural road
connectivity for faster transportation of
agri-produce by farmers. A huge thrust has
been given to farm credit in this year’s bud-
get by allocating Rs 10 lakh crore. Doordars-
han also started an exclusive kisan channel
to educate farmers on new technologies and
keep them abreast of the latest issues.

The Congress demand for the resigna-
tion of MP CM Shivraj Chouhan reflects
the political bankruptcy of Congress. It
would be pertinent here to mention that
24 farmers were killed in police firing at
Multai in Betul district in MP in 1998
when Digvijay Singh was CM. Why did he

not step down then?
In fact, MP now has an extremely 

farmer-friendly CM in Shivraj Chouhan.
Thanks to his focus on agriculture MP
witnessed more than 20% growth rate in
agriculture in the past few years. Various
pro-farmer measures taken by MP 
government include providing full interest
subsidy on farm credit, Rs 4,500 crore 
subsidy on energy to farmers and about
10-hour uninterrupted power supply to
farm sector. Also, there was a phenomenal
increase in irrigation potential in that
state from 7.5 lakh hectares to 40 lakh hec-
tares. The MP government is also plan-
ning to set up a price stabilisation fund to
ensure remunerative prices for all crops.

It has also undertaken the pioneering
project of bringing Narmada water 
to river basins of Malwa and already 
linked Narmada with Kshipra river. 
A network of more than one lakh kilo-
metre of rural roads has been built to
enable farmers to quickly reach their
produce to agriculture markets. The state
is also providing the largest insurance
coverage for farmers. Claims worth 
Rs 4,060 crore for rabi and Rs 4,416 crore
for kharif were received.

MP’s current problem arose due to a
glut, a problem of plenty – increased 
production of crops like cereals, pulses,
onions and soyabean and lack of remune-
rative prices. Currently, the CM has agreed
to 11 of the 13 demands put forth by the 
farmers’ organisations. He has already an-
nounced a compensation of Rs 1crore each
to the kin of those killed in firing and a job
to an eligible member from each family.

I appeal to farmers not to be misled by
self-serving politicians. Addressing 
various concerns of farmers on a long-
term basis needs sustained and coordi-
nated efforts of the Centre and all states.
The NDA government is addressing the
issue in a completely holistic manner –
be it creation of more godowns, cold 
storage chains, refrigerator vans, value
addition through food processing units,
universal crop insurance, uninterrup-
ted power supply, affordable and timely
credit or access to market information.

The writer is Union Minister for Information
and Broadcasting

Don’t Politicise Farmers’ Issues
Fishing in troubled waters will only be a disservice to MP farmers’ cause

M Venkaiah Naidu

MP now has an extremely
farmer-friendly CM in Shivraj
Chouhan. Thanks to his focus
on agriculture MP witnessed
more than 20% growth rate in
agriculture in the past few years

Time is a precious resource. Life is
made up of time. When you
squander time, you squander life.

How would you invest this resource?
The average person invests his

money in his career, business or children’s
education according to his priorities.
There are those who lavish their 
resources on entertainment or building
up an ‘image’ for themselves. Those
with talents, invest in them to earn
money or to gain power and influence.
Some with the ‘get-rich-quick’ mentality
go for gambling and other short-cuts.

“I will not just live my life – I will not
just spend my life; I will invest my life,”
wrote Helen Keller, who, despite being
born with visual and hearing challenges,
made a great impact on our world! 

With just five dollars in her pocket
and a heart full of love for God and
fellow beings, Mother Teresa too started

investing her life, and the poor of the
world felt the impact of her compassion,
as never before.

Life is a precious resource. What do
we do with our lives? You are a trustee of
your time, money, effort, energy, talent
or abilities. God gave them to you. You
did not bring them into this
world, neither can you take
them with you when you leave.
Whatever you don’t use, you
lose.

For everyone, the precious
life span consists of 86,400
seconds in a day. You cannot
hoard it for the next day. No
overdrafts, either. All the
wealth in the world cannot buy
you another second. That is
how precious it is. How will
you spend it? That is life’s great 
question.

The majority spend it on acquisition
of the good things of life: wealth, power

over evil, to seek excellence instead of
mediocrity, and to set goals worthy of
their highest efforts and loftiest dreams,
you enrich eternity.

When you invest your life in 
alleviating pain and suffering, in 
lending an understanding ear to the
tired and discouraged, the ill and the
aged, you merit a seat beside angels.

When you invest your life in lifting
up the fallen, in visiting the imprisoned,
in feeding the hungry, in clothing the
poor, you achieve what your Creator
envisioned you to become – a person of
compassionate love, benevolence and
wise generosity.

Invest your life in great ideas. “You
will become,” wrote James Allen, “as
great as your dominant aspiration.”
Great ideas are the seeds of immortal
deeds, the fountainhead of dynamic
movements and reformed individuals
and societies.
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and influence or on sensual pleasures
only to discover towards the end of their
existence that they were chasing 
shadows. God calls us to invest our
time-capital – our very lives – primarily
in people, not in projects or possessions,
because, only a life lived for others is

worth living. 
The differences between

individuals get reflected in their
priorities, in the way they live
their lives. For a majority, self
comes first; in accumulating
possessions for self and family. 

The less privileged deserve
our attention and help. There are
those who need a push, an 
encouraging word or guidance.
When you thus invest your life in
the lives of others, when you

invest your life in the personalities of
others, you make the wisest investment
of all. When you invest your life in
teaching young people to choose good

Your Life Could Be Your Greatest Investment
MPK Kutty
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JUSTIN STEWART, UK investor

HMS Britain is rudderless. The Captain 
is likely to be tipped over the side

A thought for today

The British 
general election
has sensatio-
nally delivered
a hung parlia-
ment. It is an

outcome that few had anticipa-
ted. British PM Theresa May
had called a snap poll to obtain a
decisive mandate for the Brexit
negotiations. By squandering a
working majority though, the
opposite has been achieved. 

Just under a year after the
EU referendum and with exit
negotiations about to begin, the
spectre of uncertainty is likely
to loom large. As UK looks to 
redefine its relationship with the
European Union, the broader 
issues at stake should matter 
not just to it but to representative
democracies elsewhere too.

In large part, Theresa May’s
decision to call an early election
was a tactical manoeuvre. The
election was called with the sole
purpose of achieving a decisive
majority that would unburden
May from the pressures of
relying on a slim Tory majority.
Yet the Tory campaign never
quite took off. 

The banal soundbite of
promising a ‘strong and stable’
government came spectacularly
unstuck when put to scrutiny.

Complacency bordering on 
hubris played its part for sure. A
series of hasty domestic policy
blunders – particularly on 
social care – was compounded
by aloof leadership. 

Theresa May’s refusal to par-
ticipate in televised leadership
debates was a notable example.
More fundamentally, the election
was underpinned by Brexit yet
Theresa May failed to articulate a
vision for the future. The Tories
may have landed as the largest
party but their broader electoral
gamble has clearly backfired.

Against expectations, it tur-
ned out to be an extremely good
night for Labour. Many had 
anticipated the evisceration of
the Labour party. Yet it has ended
up with considerably more seats
than the previous election.

Corbyn’s vigorous campaign
resonated with younger voters.

The promise of easing austerity
and increasing public spending
offered a positive vision in 
contrast to a perception of Tory
negativity. The demographic
shift with younger voters – 
more likely to be ‘remainers’ –
choosing Labour was a turning
point for sure. 

In Scotland, the Scottish 
National Party lost seats to 
the Tories and Labour. Given
the result, the spectre of
Scottish separatism may have
temporarily abated. 

What does this result mean
for the Brexit negotiations 
though? To begin with, the 
outcome does not change the
fact that the inexorable two-year
process to exit the European
Union has already begun. 

Before the election, Theresa

May had articulated that a 
clean and decisive break with
Europe would be necessary at
all costs in order to ‘take back
control’ from Brussels. Her
mantra of ‘no deal is better than
a bad one’ pointed to a hard
Brexit as a distinct possibility. 

As against this, critics 
agonised over the possibility of
economic harm due to Brexit.
They worried that sacrificing
Britain’s unrestricted access to
Europe’s single market would
be fraught with economic peril.
Given the outcome of the elec-
tion, the next UK government
will need to listen more closely
to the voters that have genuine
concerns about a hard Brexit.

That should also necessitate
a grown-up debate about 
immigration. Last year’s refe-

rendum turned in large part 
on a crude anti-immigration 
campaign that resonated with
sections of the electorate that
despise globalisation and prefer
isolation. Yet immigration
from within Europe and beyond
remains critical to the economy.
A debate about the trade-offs 
involved will need to take place.

What next then? As the 
arithmetic of a hung parliament
is digested, discussions about
government formation will take
place animatedly over the next
few days. A minority govern-
ment cannot be excluded.

In a broader sense, the electo-
ral result points to the need for
the next UK government to 
strike a balanced and pragmatic
tone in Brexit negotiations. The
discussions with European aut-
horities are meant to commence
later this month. Given the 
verdict, avoiding unnecessary
inflammation would be in order.

The truth is that more than
ever, a post-Brexit Britain will
need to embrace international
relationships with gusto. An 
inward and isolationist Britain
is unlikely to win new friends
overseas. It also needs allies in
Europe. The next British 
government simply cannot 
afford to ignore that message. 

The writer is a London based 
lawyer and political commentator

Britain’s Brexit election: How things came unglued as
PM Theresa May squandered her working majority

Rishabh Bhandari

The next UK government
will need to listen more
closely to voters with
genuine concerns about
a hard Brexit. That
should also necessitate
a grown-up debate
about immigration
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