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While the faces of Virat Kohli and Co stare at us from billboar-
ds and television screens, endorsing everything from cars to
deodorants, Indians will be hard-pressed to see players of any
other sport as public heroes. That could change soon. The co-
untry is slowly becoming a global power in badminton. With-
in the space of one week in June, Guntur-based Kidambi Sri-
kanth beat the world’s top players to win the men’s singles tit-
les in Indonesia and Australia Super Series tournaments. Ear-
lier, his teammate Sai Praneeth wrested the Singapore Super
Series, beating Srikanth in the finals. Three men’s shuttlers
rank among the top 20 in the world. Japan, South Korea, Indo-
nesia, Thailand and Denmark now find another serious com-

petitor in India.
Our previous triumphs in this sport date

back to Prakash Padukone and Pullela Go-
pichand winning the All England Open in
1980 and 2001, respectively. India’s women
players actually started this new winning
streak. Saina Nehwal won an Olympic
bronze in 2012; P V Sindhu bagged a silver

in 2016. Much of the credit goes to Gopichand, who insists on
the most modern and demanding training to maximise speed,
agility and endurance in his academy. It is rare to find a coach
with his discipline, doggedness and eye for talent. Now, hock-
ey, wrestling, women’s boxing, gymnastics and so on, where
Indians show occasional sparks of brilliance, only to fade qui-
ckly, must be administered and supported by professionals,
institutions and sponsors.

India’s 1983 World Cup cricket victory in England, its first,
galvanised a nation. Sponsorships and other income is huge,
training is top notch. With its current performances, badmin-
ton should get that sort of eyeballs and funding. This could be
the beginning of a smash hit for Indian badminton.

Will Badminton Become
the New Cricket in India? In BRIICS, the apparent use of fertiliser per hectare of agricultural 

land rose sharply between 2002 and 2013, both for nitrogen (36%) 
and phosphate (48%). Crop production value rose even faster (143%), 
signalling a relative decoupling. But the level of commercial fertiliser
use per hectare in BRIICS is, on average, about twice as high as in OECD…

Fertiliser Use

Ivan Klima
Writer

“If you tell 
anything to a 
woman… it’s 
like putting it 
in the papers.”

OECD excludes the Czech Republic
BRIICS: Brazil, Russia, India, Indonesia, China and South Africa
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BRIICS consume twice the level of fertilisers per hectare as OECD
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A Bite That Causes
Meat Allergy? Tick
In case there has been an uptick in the number of meat aller-
gy cases or a rise in vegetarianism in the US, we now know
what may be the reason: a tick. Not that it has been sighted in
India yet, but the news of a pestilential insect whose bite can
trigger the production of a meat-repelling antibody will cer-
tainly rouse interest in some quarters, particularly as it ap-
pears to be spreading in the land of hamburgers, hot dogs,
steaks, spareribs and other meaty staples. The ‘Lone Star’
tick, or Amblyomma americanum, whose bite render vic-
tims forever allergic to a sugar present in meat named alpha-
galactose, should worry the American meat industry too
though the arachnid is still thought to be restricted to south-
eastern US and parts of Mexico.

Arguably, this insect poses the most potent scare for meat-
eaters since the Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease became notorious
in the 1990s, particularly as a few cases have also been report-
ed from Australia, France, Spain, Sweden and Japan. As the
allergic reactions, ranging from itching and hives to anaphy-
lactic shock, happen six to eight hours after eating meat, it is
hard to detect too. That a naturally produced chemical can
prevent people from ever eating meat again — specifically
beef, pork and lamb, but not chicken — gives rise to many po-
tential scenarios, none of them very appetising.

The Lone Star tick’s side effect gives
rise to a none-too-appetising scenario

The Modi-Trump meeting in Washington demonstrates
that the India-US relationship has a momentum of its own.
As an emerging economy with a healthy growth rate and
immense economic opportunities, India is a desirable part-
ner. Historically, Republican administrations have been
good for India, with the exception of the Nixon-Indira
Gandhi rupture. Trump is no dyed-in-the-wool Republican
but he is a businessman. And India offers many transacti-
onal opportunities: the natural gas deal, the price for whi-
chis still being negotiated, the sale of drones and airplanes.

The danger posed by North Korea, and disappointment
at Beijing’s failure to exert pressure on Pyongyang to
curb its nuclear and missile programme, add to India’s
attraction. The joint statement reiterates India’s memb-
ership of the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group and UN Security
Council. It has an explicit paragraph on Pakistan, hold-
ing it culpable for a permissive environment for terror-
ists. It also refers to the US decision to designate the Hizb-

ul-Mujahideen leader as a Specially
Designated Global Terrorist. The US
also expressed support for the UN
Comprehensive Convention on Inter-
national Terrorism. The deepening of
defence ties, especially the intention
to build on the implementation of the
White Shipping data-sharing arran-

gement, is another plus. Differences persist on climate
change, trade and immigration. The energy piece rema-
ins intact with the addition of clean coal. There is a pass-
ing mention of climate policy balancing global economic
development and energy security needs. India joining
the Expedited Travel Initiative will make travel to the US
simpler for most Indian businessmen.

This is only the first meeting between the two leaders
and that would appear to have laid the foundations for
closer partnership in the days to come. While showing
Pakistan its place is useful, what is crucial is how the US-
China relationship pans out. New Delhi would keenly
watch whether isolationist impulses would lead Presid-
ent Trump to give China greater leeway in Asia. So far so
good might sound trite, but is a major relief nevertheless.

Trump-Modi Meeting:
So Far So Good
The Trump regime proves blunt on Pakistan

JANINA GOMES

Men pass, mountains remain.
Little wonder, why mountains
are a sign of solidity and stabi-
lity. They tower over us, touch-
ing the sky, sometimes through
clouds…they convey a sense of
mystery. In fact, philosophers
say that the mountain is the
point where heaven and earth
meet. Mountains, therefore,
are considered holy in many
faiths. They are believed to be
the abode of gods, even a place
where one can find salvation.

Christian literature reveals
the symbolic role of mountains.
In the Old Testament, God was
depicted as God of the mounta-
ins. But God was also a God of
the valleys. The mountains in
the Bible are not divinised. The
Psalms say, “Before the moun-
tains were born, you always
were, O God.” It was God as
creator who weighed the moun-
tains with a balance and the
hills with a scale.

When Jesus showed three of
his disciples, Peter, James and
John, his divine form, they
were alone with him on a high
mountain; as they looked on, a
change came over Jesus and his
face shone like the Sun and his
clothes became dazzling white.

Mountains have provided re-
fuge to truth-seekers, hermits
and even to ordinary men. With
their beauty, mystery and tra-
nscendence, they can help lift
our lives above the grime and
dirt associated with the plains
below. Till today, to conquer a
mountain is seen as a human
and spiritual feat. When we are
saddened by the transient natu-
re of our earthly existence, mo-
untains through their sheer
lasting quality can challenge
us to look beyond ourselves
and to hope for unending life.

Mountains
Inspire All

First things first. India and the United
States are still on firm footing, finding
new superlatives for their relationship
and doing the joint vision thing. And
that vision may have just got sharper.

The meeting between Narendra
Modi and Donald Trump went well by
all accounts. They joked, they bante-
red and, yes, they hugged. The first
lady graciously welcomed the Indian
prime minister, even took him on a
guided tour.

The first meeting has managed to set a
positive tone, raised expectations and
signalled that the fundamental logic of
the partnership remains valid. Conten-
tious issues (trade, H-1B, market access)
were downplayed for the most part. But
it doesn’t mean they have disappeared.

In fact, Trump mentioned the trade
deficit with India, asked for market
access for US goods and said the tra-
ding relationship should be “fair and
reciprocal”. That was a nod to his
political base and the nationalist
faction in the White House. But it can
easily become a call to arms.

But excessive fears about the two
democracies having ‘relationship
issues’ — some are inevitable simply
because we are democracies — can be
laid to rest. Keen minds had worried
themselves sick, talking down the
partnership because they said Trump
was unpredictable.

Well, on the India file, he has proved
fairly predictable and even forward-
leaning. At least as of Monday, June 26,
2017. He could change his mind a week
from now and say something random,
throwing the carefully crafted joint
statement — mercifully shorter than
previous ones — off kilter.

But it must still be acknowledged that

the Trump administration has shown
a certain amount of clarity on a range
of issues. For starters, it has approved
the sale of surveillance drones, somet-
hing the Obama administration had
struggled with despite three requests
by India. The US Congress must still be
notified. But the psychological hurdle
has been overcome.

Similarly, on China and Pakistan,
the Trump team has shown unexpec-
ted clarity. It called out the two neigh-
bours that give India maximum pain
and minimum comfort more loudly
than was done before.

Credit must go to certain officials in
the White House who are more familiar
with the region and less burdened by
decades of Pak-speak on regional
issues and less impressed by Chinese
razzmatazz because they have personal-
ly experienced the dragon’s flames.
Similarly, on the Indian side, key offici-
als worked hard and kept the faith.
There is no disruption in bilateral
relations and given Trump’s tempera-
ment, that’s a gain.

In effect, Trump endorsed India’s
position on China’s ‘One Belt, One
Road’ (Obor) initiative to a large extent.
The joint statement begins with a
section on China in all but name. Under
the heading ‘Democratic Stalwarts in
the Indo-Pacific Region’, it goes on to
say the US and India are “central to

peace and stability” in the region.
Apart from repeating the previous

language on respecting freedom of
navigation and resolving maritime
disputes peacefully and in accordan-
ce with international law, it also calls
for “respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, the rule of law
and the environment and call on
other nations in the region to adhere
to these principles” — India’s objec-
tions to Obor to be precise.

That’s a clear shot at China’s big
leap forward, its plan for strategic
and economic domination of Asia
and beyond. The statement mentions
the need for transparency and re-
sponsible debt financing practices —
something Beijing has definitely not
done while pushing various smaller
countries to join Obor.

Similarly, Trump and Modi have had a
meeting of minds on Pakistan and its
role as a terrorist farmhouse. Using the
most explicit language thus far in the
evolution of the US position on Pakis-
tan, Modi and Trump asked Islamabad
(read: Rawalpindi) to “ensure that its
territory is not used to launch terrorist
attacks on other countries”. Afghanis-
tan will appreciate the clear message, as
may some other countries.

But language must be matched by
actions. The new mechanism for
bilateral consultations on designa-
ting domestic and international
terrorists is welcome. But last heard,
there were over 50 India-US dialogue
mechanisms — a figure collected by
Ficci. Many of them get drained of
lifeblood within the first few years.

The day Modi was in town, the US
State Department decided to declare
Syed Salahuddin, head of Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, a global terrorist, a deci-
sion India welcomed. Good optics for
Modi’s visit, but designations won’t
amount to much if the country hosting
those designated is not held to account.

That said, the movement forward on
China, Pakistan, defence and counter-
terrorism cooperation will send all the
right signals in Asia. Both sides will
now have to stay focused and engaged.

Not in Kansas Anymore
MODI-TRUMP MEET

Seema Sirohi
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S
choolchildren around the
country often chant, “Asa-
torma sadgamaya/ Tama-
sorma jyotirgamaya/ Mri-
tyorma amritam gamaya/

Om shanti, shanti shanti.” The in-
cantation says, lead me from unt-
ruth to truth, from darkness to light
and from death to immortality, Om
peace, peace, peace. The converse is
granted in today’s India.

The steady stream of lynchings
India has witnessed in recent times
produces individual tragedies —
the most recent being of four sons
of a family being assaulted on a
Mathura-bound train from Delhi
for the crime of being visibly Mus-
lim, resulting in the death of 16-ye-
ar-old Junaid.

Om Science
But it is not just individual tragedi-
es that these mob attacks produce.
These are assaults on two notions of
India: one, as a democratic nation
in which citizenship is equal and
transcends faith, gender, ethnicity,
language and region and laws adop-
ted by the people through their re-
presentatives who govern society;
and the other, the India of mainst-
ream tradition that was comfortab-
le with theological and spiritual va-
riety, so long as it did not transgress
caste codes.

The lynch mobs are Dementors,
draining out the soul of these two

vital constructs of India, and chas-
ing a new vision of India in which
nationhood is defined by Hindutva,
a distant, rogue cousin of the age-
old faith of this land.

Hinduism, for all its cruelty inhe-
rent in the caste hierarchy, could ac-
cept and assimilate indigenous ch-
allenges such as Buddhism and Jai-
nism as well as accommodate faiths
born in distant lands, such as Juda-
ism, Christianity and Islam in all
its variations, as specific, if incom-
plete, manifestations of general
principles that were perfectly in tu-
ne with the philosophical core of
sanatana dharma.

Vivekananda articulated this ca-
pacity to accommodate spiritual di-
versity when he said all rivers flow
to the same ocean. Hindutva is the
antithesis of this spirit of accom-
modation, although its proponents
seek to appropriate Vivekananda.

This spiritual accommodation
helped people of these non-Hindu
faiths become integral parts of In-
dian society.

Since Hindutva seeks to redefine
Indian nationhood as itself, it de-
ems all non-Hindus as being also
non-national, even anti-national,
by definition. So, a Muslim can pos-
sibly cease to be anti-national only
if he behaves like an upper-caste
Hindu, quoting from the Gita, play-
ing the Veena and eating only veg-
etarian food, while eschewing any
traditional marker of being a Mus-
lim. This sentiment resonates in
frequent calls by leaders of the
Sangh Parivar for those who disag-
ree with their world view to migra-
te to Pakistan.

Many decent people who abhor
the lynch mobs and their violence
think the consequence of this viole-
nce is limited to creating democrat-
ic and moral breakdown. Indeed, a

political and moral crisis is, indeed,
one consequence of normalising of
mob attacks. But that would not be
the end of it. To appreciate this, one
just needs to look at Sri Lanka.

The Tamils are a small minority
there, about the same proportion of
the total population as Muslims are
of India. Denial of their rights, one
by one, by chauvinist Sinhala poli-
ticians, and resultant persecution,
finally led the desperate Tamils to
take up arms. Civil war convulsed
Sri Lanka and drained it of econo-
mic energy for decades.

Mobocracy Rules
With human development indica-
tors that rivalled those of many ad-
vanced countries, Sri Lanka should
have joined the group of Asian Ti-
gers. Instead, they were held hosta-
ge by the Tamil Tigers.

It was the Lankan Tamils’ mis-
fortune that a fascist force, the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) came to monopolise the Ta-
mil resistance to majoritarian opp-
ression. This could only result in
war, defeat and destruction. But the
point to note is that the LTTE could
mobilise money and arms to susta-
in a crippling civil war for decades.

Why imagine that systematic op-

pression of a large minority in Ind-
ia would not lead to civil war or that
the minority would not receive acti-
ve assistance from around the wor-
ld, on a scale that isolated Tamils
could not have hoped for?

Think India is too big for the rest
of the world to bully? The point is
not that Indonesia could not pre-
vent the secession of what it consi-
dered its territory to form Timor
Leste, but that internal oppression
of a minority will produce external
repercussions ranging from reven-
ge attacks on the diaspora to assor-
ted sanctions and political pressu-
re, costing India years of potential
reaping of the transient demogra-
phic dividend.

Fighting back the politics of lyn-
ch mobs is a battle for India’s soul,
its gathering coherence as a nation-
al ideal for an interdependent, mul-
ticultural world and for India’s fu-
ture prosperity, beyond the securi-
ty of individuals and defence of de-
mocracy. It is not the partisan battle
of any particular political party.

India must reverse the ongoing
march from life to death and aspire
to move from untruth to truth and
from darkness to light.

tk.arun@timesgroup.com

Consequences of Lynch Mobs

T K Arun

India unbound…and frayed
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Unchecked lynch mobs hold out the prospect, besides
of loss of moral and democratic legitimacy, civil strife
that would rob India of security and prosperity

CURSOR Fighting the politics that spawns lynch mobs is a fight for India’s soul and its prosperity

MARK PATEL ET AL

Video analytics — the applica-
tion of sophisticated algorith-
msto video feeds — is spurring
the creation of new Internet of
Things (IoT) applications and
use cases. For instance, data
analysts can now examine cus-
tomer demographics by apply-
ing sophisticated algorithms
to videos taken as shoppers
browse through merchandise.

Recent evidence also suggests
that the IoT will benefit from
audio captured on micropho-
nes. The costs associated with
video and audio feeds are fall-
ing, with sensors now embed-
ded in devices at low cost — un-
der $2 each. The data gathered
from these feeds are extreme-
ly rich, diverse and relevant to
many widely used IoT applica-
tions. Lower data rates, the gro-
wth of 5G data networks and
ongoing decreases in cloud-
storage costs will continue to
encourage developers to find
new uses for video and audio.

For semiconductor compani-
es, the increased importance of
IoT video and audio feeds may
create an opportunity to comb-
ine hardware with end-to-end
approaches for analytics and
control. They will have to move
quickly to meet customer ne-
eds, however, since the techno-
logy related to advanced appli-
cations, such as those that use
analytics to recognise faces, is
evolving rapidly.

Semiconductor customers
may be particularly interested
in products that integrate hard-
ware and software more close-
ly, and new architectures that
optimise transmission, proce-
ssing and analytics on devices,
in the network, and in the cloud.

From “What’s New with the
Internet of Things”

On Video
Analytics

Citings

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesgroup.com

Choke Finances
of Terrorists
PM Narendra Modi’s US visit
marks an important milestone
with the US declaring Salahud-
din, head of the Kashmiri mili-
tant group Hizbul Mujahideen,
aglobal terrorist. This will help
in choking his movement and
financing. Lack of financial
support can deliver a severe
blow to the terrorists operating
from the soil of countries pro-
viding financial support. Apart
from blocking money-flow to
the terror outfits, the countries
that are backing militants with
financial support must also be
declared ‘terrorist countries’.

K V SEETHARAMAIAH
Hassan

Modi, Trump, a
Fine Start This
The first official meeting bet-
ween Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi and US President Don-
ald Trump in Washington went
off well with the leaders of two
vibrant democracies reiterat-
ing the need to strengthen and
deepen the bilateral relation-

ships. Expect-
edly, both the
leaders pled-
ged their com-
mitment to
root out terror-
ism while issu-
ing an explicit
warning to Pa-

kistan to rein in terror groups
operating with impunity from
its soil. That both the leaders
have trained their guns on
issues of common interest by
keeping contentious ones at
bay during their first official
summit is heartening.

M JEYARAM
Sholavandan

Lynching Our
Social Order
Apropos the Edit, ‘Lynch Mobs
Threaten this Nation’s Future’
(Jun 27), when perception plays
a bigger role than ground reali-
ty, it is imperative that govern-
ment walks the extra mile to
ensure that not only are the ac-
cused punished but also such
incidents do not occur again.
In the recent incident at Balla-
bhgarh in Haryana, it is distur-
bing that neither were CCTV
cameras working nor did any
eyewitness come forward to
help nab the offenders. Such
incidents are a direct threat to
our nation’s social fabric.

BAL GOVIND
Noida
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