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Boundless Love

Love knows no boundaries.
Love cannot be jealous, 

because love cannot possess.
It is ugly, the very idea that you

possess somebody because 
you love. Only things can be

possessed. Love gives freedom.
Love is freedom.

Osho

In crucial elections in Iran, incumbent reformist President
Hassan Rouhani has decisively won a second term in office with
57% of the total number of votes. The poll was seen as a straight

battle between reformists and hardliners with conservative cleric
Ebrahim Raisi being Rouhani’s principal challenger. However Raisi
just received 38.5% of the votes – not enough to force the election 
into a second round. Expectedly, the 2015 nuclear deal that saw Iran
curb its nuclear programme in exchange for lifting of sanctions was
a key electoral issue. However, unemployment and the slow pace of
change were equally important considerations, with Rouhani 
promising expansion of individual and political freedoms. 

An open, reformist Iran that normalises relations with the West
is crucial for peace in the Middle East. In that sense, the US did well

to re-authorise waivers from nuclear-
related sanctions against Iran ahead
of the presidential poll. For, there had
been fears that President Donald
Trump would renege on this aspect 
of the 2015 deal, providing a boost to
Iranian hardliners. It would be best
for all if Washington sticks to its end
of the bargain on sanctions as long 
as Tehran complies with the nuclear
agreement.

That said, Rouhani has his work
cut out. He will have to boost economic growth and cut joblessness to
demonstrate the benefits accruing from the nuclear deal. Plus, with
his hand strengthened, he needs to effect a modus vivendi with Saudi
Arabia. Rivalry between these two regional giants is at the heart of
conflicts from Syria to Yemen. And the world is suffering because of
this – as exemplified by the Islamic State terror group becoming an
international menace. In fact, terrorism should be a good starting
point for Tehran and Riyadh to start negotiating.

As far as India is concerned, Rouhani’s victory suits New Delhi
by representing continuity and stability in bilateral policies. Iran
forms a critical element of India’s West and Central Asian strategies.
It gives India access to Afghanistan through a land route bypassing
Pakistan, and opens links to Central Asian nations and Russia via
the International North-South Transport Corridor. However, 
India has been slow to actualise the benefits, with a lethargic pace 
of development of the Chabahar port. New Delhi should know 
that failing to capitalise on Iranian opportunities will result in 
Beijing swooping in.

A Vote For Reform
Iranians put their trust in President 

Hassan Rouhani once again 

If you don’t know that Rajinikanth is the ultimate superstar
you need to upgrade to reality 2.0. Rajinikanth or The Boss or
Thalaivar defines the word hero. He can split a bullet with a
knife and send each half ricocheting into two different 
scoundrels; he lights cigarettes with a pistol shot, breaks 
boulders with his skull and rips through knives with his teeth.

Isn’t this just what we need for today’s rotten politics? Rajini could be democracy’s
new dabang who could turn bullets into ballots.

After prevaricating for years the superhero from the south has finally 
signalled that he may join politics. And why not? When you start out as a 
Bangalore bus conductor named Shivaji Rao Gaikwad and go on to becoming
the biggest icon of Tamil cinema, when auto drivers and wage earners save up
their pennies to buy milk to pour over the head of his cardboard cut-out then 
surely mass appeal is about real life not just reel life and winning an election is
as certain as a box office blockbuster.

Of course it’s one thing to bash up hundreds of villains single 
handedly on screen and quite another to take on an Assembly line of
baddies but then when you’re Rajinikanth achieving the impossible
is only a daily chore. PMK leader Anbumani Ramadoss has said

that Tamil Nadu is in ICU and needs a doctor not an actor but Ramadoss is
prescribing the wrong medicine. From the great MGR to Jayalalithaa, Tamilians
have shown that when it comes to politics they like to watch the big picture and
those who act the part well. As for Rajinikanth, so numerous are his fans 
that they constitute a vote-bank of their own: while watching Rajini movies
nobody votes with their feet. And since Rajinification is no longer a southern
speciality, perhaps today Chennai, tomorrow Delhi?

Yet politics is sometimes star-crossed. The don of Bollywood Amitabh
Bachchan found that politics was full of Namak Haram and he could not be a
Muqaddar ka Sikandar. NT Rama Rao on the other hand redefined Andhra 
politics faster than you can say Rajiv Gandhi. Not to mention the original
celluloid cowboy of American politics Ronald Reagan who put the stars back
into the stars and stripes. So if Rajini does burst onto the political stage, voters
might just tell other politicians to, mind it, yenna rascalas!

Rajini for PM?
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If Rajinikanth The Boss, who can split a bullet with a
knife, joins politics, voters are in for a box office hit

Television serial junkies
in the United States 
have been savouring a
period drama called
The Americans – that
could well have been

called The Russians – for the past four 
years. Set in the early 1980s during the
Cold War the award-winning drama 
serial, now in its fifth season, centres 
on two KGB spies living as a married
American couple in a greater Washington
DC suburb.

Burrowed deep in American society,
with two US-born children (who are only
now becoming aware of their parents’
shenanigans), the story of their 
workaday life running a travel agency
for undercover espionage is based partly
on a real-life case of Russian intelligence
infiltration into America. But the 
critically acclaimed drama has barely
made a ripple in official circles in the US,
although things may change given the
level of infiltration now being spoken of.

Broadcast nearly three decades 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
end of the Cold War, The Americans 
humanises Russians by often presenting
the story from the Soviet perspective
amid the humdrum of suburban family
life outside Washington. In this reading,
Ronald Reagan was not exactly a heroic
figure and the Soviet Union is not always
the Evil Empire.

In part, such a script is possible 
because Americans born after the fall of
the wall experienced no institutional
or academic rancour towards Russia.
Ideological victory was sweet – and grace-
ful. There were no buried pathologies, at
least in millennial America.

Russians bought into Manhattan and
the American Dream, and joined 
Indians and Chinese in the lines for US
visas and American universities. In the
world of strategic studies, depleting
ranks of Sovietologists were replaced 
by Sinologists and Islamologists, in 
keeping with new threat perceptions. 

It may have been this waning of
Russo-phobia that, to some extent, em-
boldened presidential candidate Donald

Trump (and briefly, even his rival
Hillary Clinton) to publicly assert a new
paradigm of friendship with Moscow,
regardless of whatever ulterior motive
he may or may not have. Apparently, it
was too much, too soon. Blowback has
been swift. Trump now stands accused of
being a Russian stooge, of selling out the
US to Russia.

Whether Russians have infiltrated
and engineered a Kremlin takeover or
makeover of the White House (as a Time
magazine cover colourfully illustrates
this week), the primacy of the “American
values” (universal values that are widely
admired even if the US itself comes 
up short) and the supremacy of the US
economy actually remain unquestioned.
Russia (population 144 million and 
largely stagnant) is a depleted state, and
reports of its resurgence based on 
military exertions (at least as an 
economic force) are vastly overstated.

Neither the rouble – nor the renminbi
for that matter – is about to replace the
dollar anytime soon. While the Russian

military may still stand up to US 
firepower with (arguably) better planes
and tanks, the real battle for butter was
waged and lost away from the battlefield,
in the social and cultural arena. Russia
may have crept back into Crimea and
reasserted itself in its traditional spheres
of influence, but it has neither Disney
nor Apple; not Microsoft nor Google; not
Amazon nor Facebook. Such American
fare is more potent than anything the

Russian bear can produce.
For all the talk of its decline as a mili-

tary superpower (despite spending more
on “defence” than the next 10 countries
put together), American dominance and
excellence in most spheres of human 
endeavour remains unchallenged,
thanks in part to its immigration policies
now being undermined by Trumpistas.

That includes advances in the 
space and automobile industry. Ask
Elon Musk, who recently engineered a
reusable rocket, or check out 3-D 
printing, currently revolutionising 
manufacture. For that matter, simply 
look around your home and tick off
where each technology originated and
continues to come from.

The real danger to American 
primacy comes from within, and it 
comes without Russian help – from those
wanting to “make America great again”
while undermining ideas that made it
great in the first place. Becoming 
greater, a legitimate quest, requires 
going on the same steady path that has
served the country so well in the decades
since the Cold War ended.

The crises-by-the-hour and everyday
meltdown in Washington may be an 
entertaining spectacle for the rest of the
world – and increasingly embarrassing
for America – but a United States 
which folds into a deep domestic loss of
confidence will have severe consequences
for the rest of the world.

It is already starting to show in the
stock market and in the uncertainty it
has wrought in the strategic and 
geo-political sphere. Long standing 
allies in Europe and Latin America are
gnashing their teeth at the cavalier state-
ments from Washington, and new found
friends such as India, barely trustful of
US at the best of times, and whose prime
minister is chalking up a White House
visit next month, have every reason to be
worried.

The crisis of confidence is not just 
domestic but international. A long-
drawn denouement of the Trump crisis
will be detrimental for America and rest
of the world. For that reason alone this
tragi-comedy – entertaining and enerva-
ting in turns – needs a quick resolution.

Russian Bear, American Fare
Whether or not Moscow has infiltrated Washington, bigger danger to it comes from misguided policies within
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The crises-by-the-hour and
everyday meltdown in
Washington may be an
entertaining spectacle – but a
United States which folds
into a deep domestic loss of
confidence will have severe
consequences for the rest of
the world

For around a month a totally unfounded WhatsApp rumour 
has spread among villagers in Jharkhand that they are being
stalked by child lifters, warning them against strangers who

could be members of the child lifting gang. It seems to have been
as a direct result of this rumour that on Thursday, in two separate
attacks in tribal-dominated areas, village mobs beat seven people to
death. As protests against these attacks grew over the weekend and
curfew was imposed in parts of Jamshedpur, the culprits remained
at large while police said it didn’t know how the rumour began or

who started it.
Ramesh Hansda, a BJP state committee

member, has called it the curse of social media.
Indeed the medium is highly conducive for
spreading misinformation masquerading 
as news. Remember how in 2012 social media
rumours of violence targeting them had 
spread panic among the people from the
northeast living in Bengaluru, crowding

them into the Guwahati Express to return home. But in the current
case of Jharkhand, it is evident that the administration and police
ignored several warning signs; by acting in an appropriate and 
timely manner, proactively squelching the rumour, they could have
stopped it from boiling over into violence. 

Police should have gone on the alert at least 10 days ago. That’s
when two persons were first beaten to death on suspicion of being
child kidnappers. Instead, tribal leaders report that their plaints to
police for help before the situation went out of control were ignored.
With four of those having been lynched on Thursday being Muslim,
a communal clash is threatened now. Chief minister Raghubar Das
must take control and show that Jharkhand is not in the grip of
jungle raj. 

Dangers Of Rumour
In Jharkhand people are being lynched on

suspicion of being child kidnappers 
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Yamuna Pushta is an embankment
of jhuggis (hutments) behind Raj
Ghat, Delhi, on the banks of the

Yamuna River. I had gone there in 1995,
as a reporter for a Delhi-based evening
newspaper, to cover a story about drug
trafficking that was allegedly taking
place there.

When i got to the Pushta, i visited the
jhuggi of a man who had been a drug
addict since childhood. I sat in his 
8 feet by 8 feet jhuggi. His wife and two
kids had been sent by him to beg in
Connaught Place. The proceedings from
their daily begging activities would 
help them survive and also cater to his
ongoing drug addiction.

He offered me a glass of tea and we
started talking. For a man who lived in
Yamuna Pushta, he was surprisingly
serene. He spoke to me in a calm, 
composed and collected manner. He

confessed he regretted his habit, but
doubted if he would be able to survive
without his daily dose of drugs. “When i
was a kid, a bad man injected me with
drugs and i became a drug addict – it was
not out of choice,” he told me.

He also told me that what he 
really wanted in life was for his
children to study, be healthy
and hopefully some day by a 
gift of destiny, become educated
and get good jobs and even-
tually marry and have their
own families. At that moment i
realised that we both wanted
the same things in life. I also
realised the connection that
exists between all human 
beings on Earth and all beings
in the Universe.

It struck me that though a man 
could be a drug addict living in Yamuna
Pushta who had to resort to sending
his family out to beg, he is not just a

drug addict – a man who sends his
family to beg in order to survive, but yet
a man who wanted something nice for
his family; on the other hand, the prime
minister of India, who had everything
possible within reach. I don’t think
there can be any more extreme levels
on the social spectrum than these 
two men.

The man from Yamuna Pushta and i
connected that morning at a mental and
spiritual level. Oddly, i didn’t feel that
when i heard the PM address the gather-
ing in a meticulously prepared speech.

I returned home wiser and felt 
touched at the level of the soul. The
man at the ‘lowest’ level of the social
spectrum affected my heart more than
the man at the ‘highest’ level.

Post your comments at speakingtree.in
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‘statistic’ or just a ‘story’, but a human
being who wants what all people want –
the well-being of family. 

That day, i left Yamuna Pushta a
little wiser and a lot more aware of the
connection between beings – the love of
God that binds us all though we may

look different, have different
ways of living even if it is of a
completely different level in
the social spectrum.

The story doesn’t end there.
By a strange twist of irony, that
same evening, i went to cover
an event that then Prime 
Minister PV Narasimha Rao,
was attending. I waited in the
media area, heard the sirens of
the PM’s motorcade, listened to
his speech and went home.

That day i had seen two men who
were perhaps from completely opposite
end of the social spectrum. On the one
hand, a man living in a 64 sq ft jhuggi, a

The Man From Yamuna Pushta
Prashant Solomon
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PANTEA MEHRABADI, Tehran housewife

If his rival had come to power there would 
have been more restrictions on women

A thought for today

Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of
Commerce and Industry, is at the heart of
India’s policy making apparatus dealing
with global influence on the economy 
through the channels of trade and 
technology. She talks to Pratigyan Das
about its challenges and NDA’s response:

■ Has Make in India really 
made an impact? What are its
major challenges?

Yes, of course. The major 
challenge is to see that in India, 
industries give us a picture of their 
readiness for industrial revolution 4.0.
Why am I saying so? Is India going for 
robotics tomorrow? No. But there are 
some sectors where robots have already
come in. Production is being taken over
by artificial intelligence. Digitalisation
is on in full swing as our government is
pushing towards digitalisation. But to
bring it about, we need trained man
power. Skill India programme is one way,
so that people get jobs. But having said
that, we need to get a real picture from
the industries – they should give us a 
picture of the extent to which they will
be impacted by industrial revolution 4.0. 

Unless they give us the scenario, we
will not be able to assess the fallout of the
move – in terms of employment, skilling
people, or the kind of people they want
for the job and the overall impact on
production. So, this would be one aspect
on which I would be spending a lot of
time with industries, interacting with
them to understand if they are ready, 

not ready or partly ready, to face the 
challenge of artificial intelligence.
■ Your comments on rupee appre-
ciation have raised some eyebrows
and concern among the exporters.
Your views?

Let’s understand it clearly. Rupee’s
value is decided by market forces 

and there is no government 
interference. It is only when there
are extreme fluctuations that RBI
may go for some balancing.
Government has nothing to 

do with it. When a question was 
asked about rupee and its 
appreciation, I wanted to
underline that today exporters
are quite aware of the fact that 
globally currency fluctuation
has become the new norm. 
Therefore, I feel the value of
rupee alone can’t become the 
only factor in exports. 

Also, unlike China, India is 
not an export-driven economy. 
So, India with its large market
and export as an impor-
tant factor of its 
economic well-being, 
looks at export as one
of several things in
the Indian economy.
So, the value of
Indian rupee is 
going to be one
of several factors
affecting 
exporters.

■ What are your aims this fiscal?
We have to consolidate the Make in

India initiative. It has to take on board
the manufacturing policy, making India
a manufacturing hub. Also on the side of
commerce, we have to ensure that the
foreign trade policy (FTP) which we are
reviewing mid-term is readied in time,
July 1to be precise, when GST rolls out. I
am also looking forward to the ministerial
meeting of WTO in Argentina this 
year. So, for me between now and

December, I have bilateral talks
with several countries, nego-

tiations with Asean-Plus and
other countries, including
the US administration.
■ What about the
protectionist wall crea-
ted by some countries?

Well, that’s an irony.
Over the years, we have
heard about these develop-

ed countries lectur-
ing us on the

virtues of free trade. When India stands
up with its efficiency, frugal costing and
world class performance, particularly in
the service sectors, we get lectures on
protectionism. So it is important we 
understand that increased protectionism
does not happen through the obvious 
routes all the time; it’s not that countries
are always using trade stopping measures;
there are several other ways called 
non-tariff barriers. These non-tariff
barriers are becoming really unpredic-
table. We have to continuously engage
and stay alert to see how best we can
withstand these.
■ There are allegations that India 
played spoilsport again at WTO, 
blocking an agenda to discuss easing
investment norms globally. Your take?

I am not sure that happened. There
was a discussion on investments; a paper
was to be discussed. I wanted to make it
clear: we have no issues about discussing
papers. India too has submitted a 
paper on trade facilitation in services.
Trade facilitation on goods has already
happened, India signed and ratified it.
But there is absence of trade facilitation
in services. We have submitted a paper
for members to discuss it. Similarly, if
there are papers on investment, we 
are happy to discuss it. But to make 
it part of the ministerial agenda, let 
there be a consensus on the issue. Unless
there is a consensus, an item can’t 

become an agenda for the ministerial
meeting. That’s what we tried 

to clarify.

‘Rupee one of several factors affecting exporters ... major
challenge is readiness for industrial revolution 4.0’
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