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EDITORIAL

T
hat opposition parties have begun talks on put-

ting up a common candidate in the presidential

election suggests they think they may be able to

pressure the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party to settle for a

consensus candidate as India’s next President. Over the

last three years, the Narendra Modi government has

shown no inclination to be accommodative of the op-

position’s views, either in formulating legislation or in

framing policies. A relection of this is the strategy of by-

passing the Rajya Sabha, where the BJP-led coalition is

in a minority, by disguising important pieces of legisla-

tion as money bills. Thus, rather than wait in the pos-

sibly false hope that the BJP may opt for a consensus

candidate for President, the Congress has decided to

initiate talks with other parties on ielding a common

candidate. After the election of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in

2002, when major parties barring the Left were agreed

on the choice, India has not had an apolitical presiden-

tial candidate acceptable to both the Congress and the

BJP. Mr. Kalam, while accepting the BJP’s nomination,

had wanted to be an all-party candidate, and the then

Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had spoken to

Congress president Sonia Gandhi on the ruling com-

bine’s choice. Both Pratibha Patil and Pranab Mukher-

jee were Congress politicians and the BJP ielded can-

didates against them. In all likelihood, the BJP will have

its own candidate without following Mr. Vajpayee’s con-

sensus-building approach. Of course, unlike in 2002,

when it had less than 200 MPs in the Lok Sabha and was

out of power in a large number of States, the BJP is now

in an enviable position. The election is for it to lose.

Although the odds are heavily stacked against an op-

position victory, the BJP is slightly short of a majority,

leaving a small window of opportunity for the former.

Ms. Gandhi has already begun talks with leaders of

parties such as the Communist Party of India (Marxist)

and the CPI, the Samajwadi Party, the Rashtriya Janata

Dal, and the Nationalist Congress Party, all of which

have fought with the Congress as an ally in past As-

sembly elections. Parties such as the Biju Janata Dal

may not feel compelled to join the opposition band-

wagon, but the Congress might have better luck with

the Trinamool Congress and the Bahujan Samaj Party,

though they too are not allies. In Tamil Nadu, the ruling

AIADMK faction is ill-disposed toward the BJP, and the

Congress might stand a chance in enlisting its support;

the opposition DMK is in any case a staunch ally at this

point, and is likely to back its choice. Clearly, the onus is

on the Congress to ind a candidate who is acceptable to

such a wide spectrum of parties. The name of Vice-Pres-

ident Hamid Ansari would have suggested itself, but the

Congress will be forced to do what the BJP is unlikely to

do: build a consensus with an open mind.

All for one?
Congress will need to reach out to friends and

foes to make a contest of the presidential poll 

T
he ICC Champions Trophy may not have the al-

lure of the World Cup or the ICC World Twenty20,

but it has its own charm, especially for Indians.

For starters, India is the defending champion, having

won the last edition in England in 2013. And for nostal-

gia-seekers, there are those riveting images of Yuvraj

Singh and Zaheer Khan’s stunning individual acts

against Australia in the quarter-inal at the Gymkhana

Club Ground at Nairobi in 2000. Yuvraj slammed 84

runs, Zaheer yorked Steve Waugh, and Indian cricket

had two new stars in the new millennium. Seen in that

context, it is a travesty that the Board of Control for

Cricket in India is now using the Champions Trophy as a

bargaining tool with the ICC (International Cricket

Council) in a bid to retrieve its earlier proposed gov-

ernance and revenue model with the parent body. That

move had already been scuttled at the ICC meeting in

Dubai on April 26 with India being out-voted. Immedi-

ately thereafter, BCCI oicials loated the story that In-

dia would not participate in the eighth edition of the

Champions Trophy in England from June 1 to 18. It was

nothing more digniied than a public tantrum that

sought to leverage the Indian team’s commercial clout

given the viewership size as well as broadcast and ad-

vertisement revenues it brings.

The Supreme Court-appointed Committee of Admin-

istrators (CoA) has consistently maintained that the In-

dian team would indeed go to England. But the BCCI re-

mained obstinate and refused to heed the

ICC-mandated deadline of April 25 for naming the

squad for the Champions Trophy. It is poor sportsman-

ship that of the eight teams, ranging from Australia to

Bangladesh, competing in the tournament, it is only In-

dia that hasn’t announced the squad yet. Hence it is a

matter of relief that in a statement on Thursday the CoA

asked acting BCCI secretary Amitabh Choudhary to se-

lect the team. The CoA’s observation was emphatic:

“The players’ interests are paramount and they must be

given the best chance to prepare for, defend and retain

the ICC Champions Trophy.” That it needs the CoA to

tell the BCCI to put cricketers and their playing sched-

ule on top of its agenda is a sad commentary on the

Board and its priorities. By obfuscating issues and put-

ting out evasive responses that the team had not been

selected owing to ‘operational reasons’, BCCI oicials

have demonstrated a shocking degree of insensitivity.

They have let down the cricketers, who are busy with

the Indian Premier League but also have an eye on the

Champions Trophy as it kick-starts their international

season besides giving them an opportunity to defend

their title. Virat Kohli’s men should compete in the tour-

nament, and the faster the BCCI clariies its position

and selects the squad, the better it would be for the

players and the game.

Put cricket irst
It relects poorly on the BCCI that it has to be

forced to name a team for Champions Trophy 

T
his year marks the iftieth an-
niversary of the deining gen-
eral election of 1967. And it

marks, too, the iftieth anniversary
of the ascent of the Dravida move-
ment to power in Madras State.

Two men, above all others, are
the twin heroes of the second an-
niversary. For his spectacular tri-
umph, C.N. Annadurai of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK). For his stunning defeat, K.
Kamaraj of the Indian National
Congress. If 58-year-old CNA left his
impress on 1967 by the grace with
which he took his victory, 64-year-
old Kamaraj did the same by the
dignity with which he accepted his
vanquishing. CNA and Kamaraj
were very diferent individuals but
they shared this in common: both
had a presence, they did not seek
predominance. Both had strength,
neither derived it from oice. In
1967, one came into power without
beating any drums, the other left it
without beating his chest.

On a common plinth
This year is therefore the golden
anniversary of a momentous vic-
tory and of a memorable defeat.
And, its ‘beauty’ lies in this that, 50
years on, neither CNA nor Kamaraj
look like adversaries. In fact, they
stand on a common plinth: integ-
rity of purpose, steadfastness of be-
lief, a commitment to their causes
as distinct from personal glory. 

There was a third ‘major’ to the
1967 scene. C. Rajagopalachari was
89 that year, his Swatantra Party
was eight. And despite that chrono-

logical oddity, the new party did re-
markably well in those elections to-
gether with its regional ally, the
DMK. Ending Congress Raj, one-
party, one-leader Raj and Licence-
Permit-Quota Raj at the centre was
CR’s goal, ending Congress Raj and
installing a Kazhaga government in
Madras was that of CNA. 

Swatantra could not end Con-
gress Raj at the Centre, though it
certainly shook it. The DMK ended
Congress Raj in the State and took
the Dravida ideology, in 1967, from
aspiration mode to action mode. In
what was seen as a ‘second inde-
pendence’ for Tamil India, Periyar
E.V. Ramasamy, the movement’s
founding spirit, saw the beginning
of a long-cherished fulilment. As
Gandhi and Nehru populated the
nationalist imagination, Periyar
and Anna actuated the Dravidian.
As Phule and Ambedkar ignited the
propulsion for a casteless order na-
tionally, Periyar and Anna
quickened a vital Tamil tide to-
wards it. 

What, in this anniversary year,
do we commemorate? We com-
memorate the fact of that change as
a major event in itself. With the
DMK’s win, one party-ism ended in
the State, one political culturism
ended. Political hubris lay defeated

in Madras in 1967. As CNA took the
oath of oice administered by the
State’s then Governor, Sardar Ujjal
Singh (see picture), democratic al-
ternation, democratic variation,
came into its own in the Madras of
1967. We commemorate that. 

All that we celebrate
And what do we, this anniversary
year, celebrate? We celebrate the
fact that with its assumption of of-
ice in 1967 the Dravida movement
turned away, irreversibly, from its
original demand of an independent
Dravidastan. After 1967, CNA and
his DMK were separatists no more;
they were ‘former separatists’, par-
ticipants in a republican citizen-
ship. We celebrate that.

But beyond commemorating,
celebrating, we need to ask where
the Dravidian movement stands
today. We need to ask, risking a
Wordsworthian cliché: Whither
has led Periyar’s visionary gleam,
where is it now CNA’s glorious
dream?

The Dravidian ideology that CNA
had inherited from Periyar and
which he adapted in 1967 saw the
Government of India — the Centre —
as central, not supreme. More spe-
ciically, it envisaged the following
among other goals: the formation

and empowerment of an Inter-
State Council as a token of its re-
specting of variations in the polit-
ical choices of States. The move-
ment was not meant to be conined
to the political see-saw in Tamil
Nadu. 

And had CNA lived into the
1980s, the Dravidian movement’s
tenets would, I believe, have found
national application. His death in
1969 followed by the split in his
party in 1972 was a tragedy for the
Dravidian movement, a depriva-
tion for the State and a long-term
enervation for the country. The
coiling up of the movement into a
series of internal power struggles,
turning into schismatic power
tussles and then breaking up into
self-atomising power squabbles is a
matter for lamentation, no less. 

Likewise, had Kamaraj lived into
the 1980s and been at his party’s
helm, he would have helped it to
see that federalism is not just a
Tamil need but a national one with,
for instance, deep and deepening
resonances in our Northeast and in
Jammu and Kashmir. If the
Dravidian movement has sufered a
weakening, so has the Congress
ethos of yore. The Congress has
been bereft for as many years as
Kamaraj has been gone.

India in 2017 needs the 1967 op-
position to one-party, one-leader
raj, the 1967 dismissal of north-
centrism, the 1967 espousal of fed-
eralism. It needs the 1967 example
of a politics in which ideas, not
egos, are at work. It needs the 1967
model of strategic alliances for sec-
ularism, for pluralism, for federal-
ism. On the iftieth anniversary of
the 1967 election, we miss the verve
of the one whom 1967 made victori-
ous, we miss the veracity of the one
whom 1967 vanquished. 

And yet we cannot, must not
despair for the precocious State

that is Tamil Nadu. In 1967, M. Kar-
unanidhi, M.G. Ramachandran and
Jayalalithaa were 43, 50 and 19, re-
spectively. They did not know then
that they would be called upon one
day to lead the State. There are, un-
known to us, such future leaders in
our midst today. If they do not be-
tray the Dravidian movement or
Kamaraj’s legacy, they will be true
legatees. 

A progressive manifesto
For the immediate future, irre-
spective of whether they belong to
the DMK, the AIADMK or the Con-
gress, and irrespective of their
parties’ antagonisms in the State le-
gislature, Tamil Nadu’s MPs must
work in concert in Parliament on
matters afecting the interest of reli-
gious, linguistic and other minorit-
ies, which will be a classically
Dravidian ‘thing’ to do. 

They must oppose, vigorously
and uncompromisingly, communal
divisiveness and religious intoler-
ance as one bloc which, again,
would be very Valluvaresque, Peri-
yar-like and very characteristically
a CNA position to adopt. And — a
new thought — they must work on
and propose a plan for the protec-
tion of endangered ecosystems in-
cluding, particularly, sites in which
vulnerable populations live, across
the country, as a Dravidian per-
spective for helping the
marginalised.

The Dravidian movement can-
not be allowed to become a chapter
in history books. Not because that
movement is hankering for a life
beyond its natural span but be-
cause we, as a nation and a people-
hood, cannot aford to squander
such a bequest.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi is a former
administrator, diplomat and Governor

Breathe in the spirit of 1967
Fifty years ago, Dravidian politics triumphed in Tamil Nadu; today it must think nationally 

gopalkrishna gandhi
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T
he opponents of Brexit, Don-
ald Trump and Marine Le Pen
are often more disappointing

than their supporters. It is simply
tiring to keep reading articles and
“surveys” blaming the rise of such
politicians and movements on ra-
cism, sexism, and xenophobia. 

Yes, it is true that racism, sexism
and xenophobia have played a
role, but they do not explain why
such politicians are actually win-
ning now. That is so because the
base — maximum 20% in any coun-
try — that votes on a consistently ra-
cist, sexist or xenophobic platform
is not suicient to carry an elec-
tion. In order to win, such politi-
cians have to buttress their captive
constituencies with at least an-
other 10% votes. These 10% extra
voters are not driven by racism,
sexism or xenophobia; they are
driven by the failure of mainstream
politicians to address their
problems.

Actually, the failure is greater:
most mainstream Western politi-
cians are not even willing to face
the source of such problems head-
on. At best, they poke a inger in

one of the holes of a dam that is
leaking all over the place! They
tinker, and voters are tired of
tinkerers. This also explains their
suspicion of “experts” who tend to
advise the turning of a screw a bit
to this side or a bit to that. 

The French elections
If Brexit and Mr. Trump’s victory
did not make this clear enough —
by winning without any real idea or
solution, but simply by suggesting
a drastic change — then the irst
round of the French presidential
elections should have. Regardless
of who wins the second round on
Sunday, the two candidates who
survived were the ones who man-
aged to sell themselves as “out-
siders” — one by banging on a pop-
ulist rightist drum, the other by
cleverly disassociating himself
from all established parties while
running on an establishment
platform.

Marine Le Pen is almost as lim-
ited in terms of policy as the Brexit
champions in the United Kingdom
or Donald Trump: she can focus on
the huge surcharge of grievances
running through the electorate but
ofer very little in constructive,
practical, cohesive change. This
does not matter, however, as she
makes exactly the noises that the
Brexit champions and Mr. Trump
made: noises against the status
quo, promises of signiicant
change. So desperate are many

people for drastic change that they
buy these noises. Interestingly, so
desperate are many people for ma-
jor change that they even bought
noises made by Emmanuel Mac-
ron, the other successful candidate
from the irst round, noises basic-
ally no diferent from those of
mainstream around-the-centre
politicians for three decades now —
simply because he managed to re-
launch himself at the head of a
fresh movement, with no tradi-
tional party ties. 

Faced with such sweeping dis-
trust and dissatisfaction, centrists,
liberals and leftists seem to have no
answer but to chant the mantra of
“racism, sexism, xenophobia”. It is
a mantra that is based on a ground
reality — there is a base of voters
with such prejudices — but it does
not explain the main phe-

nomenon, which is the political
distrust of voters who are not
primarily motivated by such preju-
dices. Oh yes, they also chant “fas-
cism” — which is of-key too, for fas-
cism is a danger but only because
the established tinkerers of con-
temporary politics have left people
so desperate for change that they
can vote in any populist who prom-
ises it to them! 

Creating inance capital
At the core of this distrust of tinker-
ing politicians and their experts
lies a very basic fact: inance cap-
ital is out of control and most politi-
cians are unwilling to face up to it.
What the well-meaning ones do is
tinker with a huge and leaking
dam, which prevents a deluge but
nevertheless slowly swamps the
lives of many ordinary people. Fi-
nally, politicians are unwilling to
do their jobs — which is to repres-
ent and enable their voters, not to
facilitate neo-liberalism. Moral
politicians talk of how immigrants
are good for the national economy;
immoral ones want refugees
booted out. But both, in diferent
ways, inally tax their voters to
keep corporations and banks run-
ning; they inevitably convert a bit
more of social capital into inance
capital. The infrastructural cuts
and frustration that this causes or-
dinary citizens are converted into
xenophobic sentiments, for lack of
any other target. Sad to say, but

German Chancellor Angela Merkel
is as much part of this problem as
Mr. Trump.

The fact that voters actually vote
for someone like Mr. Trump — who
is not even willing to try and as-
suage some of the sufering, as Ms.
Merkel is — shows the suspicion
and despair out there. Where are
the politicians who can take on
neo-liberalism and inance capital,
and its pillage of citizens and im-
migrants alike? Where are the
politicians who are even trying to
make voters see the real conditions
of their increasing poverty? By
simply tinkering with a rotten sys-
tem, they make it possible for even
a leader like Mr. Trump, who is the
very epitome of that system, to as-
sume power. 

The failure is not that of voters.
The failure is of politicians who
have become simply managers —
and junior-level ones at that — of
capital! They are not doing their
jobs, and when the ordinary voter
casts her ballot for someone like
Mr. Trump, who is part of the prob-
lem rather than the solution, she
does so out of desperation more of-
ten than out of prejudice. Unable to
comprehend the system that is
grinding her down, she can never-
theless feel — deep in her bones —
that establishment politicians have
failed her. And will fail her again. 

Tabish Khair is an Indian novelist and
academic who teaches in Denmark

When mainstream politicians tinker, populists win
Sunday’s presidential election in France explains everything that’s wrong with established political parties 

tabish khair
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Clean, cleaner, cleanest
Do we really need
governmental rankings,
often based on unreliable
data, to ind how dirty our
towns are? Is it not obvious
to us? For instance, one can
have a chuckle about a result
that shows Indore of all the
places ranked higher than
Chandigarh as far as
cleanliness is concerned
(“Indore is the most Swachh
city, Gonda the dirtiest”,
May 5). However, I must say
that we, as Indians, are
responsible for the failure of
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
a well-intended venture. It is
not that we are unable to
deliver good results. We
allow our surroundings to
become places of ilth as our
educational system does not
focus on hygienic living. At a
general level, we can
promote cleanliness if we
tackle the problem sensibly,
without involving a corrupt
administration. For
instance, while on a visit to
Amritsar from Chandigarh
by train, I found two
meticulously clean spots:
the Golden Temple and a
small rail station on the way
named Beas. Incidentally,

both places are well
maintained by devotees.
Balvinder Singh,

Chandigarh

■ More than undertaking
coherent measures,
changing people’s mentality
is the key to any
programme’s success. Our
lack of civic sense is why we
keep blaming government/
municipal authorities for
problems. It stems from
expecting these authorities
to always bear the
responsibility of keeping our
surroundings clean. Civic
sense should be imbibed in
children at a formative age.
They should also be taught
about the importance of
cleanliness and hygiene.
Spitting on roads and
littering in public places
should be discouraged by
constantly educating the
public. One of the main
causes for the spread of
various diseases in urban
areas is due to the large
accumulation of ilth.
Veena Shenoy,

Thane, Maharashtra

Slow-moving justice
Though late, the Bombay

High Court judgment will
act as morale booster to
thousands of human rights
activists and people who
ight against the deadly virus
called communalism (“HC
upholds life for 11 in Bilkis
Bano case”, May 5). Two
things need to be stated.
One is state patronage of the
accused, which has
emboldened criminals to go
to any extreme. The
assumption of ‘national
power’ by these very same
forces has created a similar
situation across the country.
The judgment might help in
arresting such a trend. The
intolerant nature of these
extreme forces is slowly
becoming a formal way of
thinking of society as a
whole. This will lead to a
breakdown of the rule of
law. The court’s stance
should now help in social
activism against such brutal
acts and ensuring that the
rule of law applies to all. 
K. Baskar,

Chennai

■ It is a pity and the stark
truth that in Indian courts,
the wheels of justice take a
long time to move. It all boils

down to the fact that courts
are overloaded with
pending cases. There is a
danger that lawed
judgments may lead to a
miscarriage of justice in
many cases. Vacancies need
to be illed up and all
manpower needs
addressed.
N. Visveswaran,

Chennai

■ In India, a judgment takes
a long time to be delivered.
Where does the mistake lie?
Cases are often stretched,
making their way from
lower courts to the Supreme
Court. In the Bilkis Bano
case, for example, a
separate panel of
investigating teams should
have been made available to
do the work of the judges
and help them collect
evidence. In cases involving
heinous crimes, there is a
more urgent need to ensure
that the victim gets justice in
quick time.
T.S.N. Rao,

Bheemavaram, Andhra Pradesh

Kerala, then and now 
Today, there is little to
choose between the policies

and programmes of the LDF
and the UDF in Kerala (“A
non-state view of Kerala”,
May 5). Liberalisation
imposed serious limitations
on the Communist parties in
charting out a qualitatively
diferent trajectory as they
did in the 1950s. 
The fall of the Soviet Union
shook their ideological
conidence. Instead of
rethinking their approach to
make themselves relevant,
they too joined the
bandwagon of ‘there is no
alternative’ and started
following neoliberal policies
notwithstanding the
occasional noises made
against imperialism and
inance capital. 
Manohar Alembath,

Kannur, Kerala

■ The two milestones in
Kerala’s 60-year history that
had a profound impact on
the social and economic
milieu were the
revolutionary land reforms
through the Kerala Agrarian
Relations Bill and the Gulf
boom. 
Land reforms were at best a
half-baked legislation where
ownership of land was not

passed to agricultural
labourers but from
landlords to middle-level
landholders creating a set of
small-time landlords. The
Gulf boom alienated the
common man from
agriculture for want of
adequate manual labourers.
Ayyasseri Raveendran,

Aranmula, Kerala

Ties with Ankara
It is foolhardy on India’s
part to expect any
bonhomie from Turkey
(“The long arc to Ankara”,
May 5). India’s close ties
with Russia along with its
warmth towards the Cyprus
President, and Vice
President Hamid Ansari’s
visit to Armenia are sure to
discomfort Turkey.
Religious ties are strong
parameters in West Asia and
matter more than strategic
and economic concerns.
The conditions attached by
Turkey to support India’s
membership of the NSG
should point to how fragile
Indo-Turkey ties are. 
Shivam Dwivedi,

Lucknow

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

more letters online:

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



CM
YK

A ND-ND

GROUND ZERO
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2017 7
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

The sun has barely risen but the Chen-
chu men and women along with their
children are out on a long trek, one
which will take them deep into the Nal-
lamala forest along the Eastern Ghats, in
search of leaves, tubers, roots, soapber-
ries, honey and gum. Waving a branch
of the Devadari kura (Cedrus deodara or
native cedar) plant, the lean and wiry
Udumula Anjaiah suddenly shouts out
as he chances upon the wonder plant —
its leaves, when consumed after being
crushed into a paste, are believed to
ward off liver, urinary and respiratory
infections and gastric ulcers.

Forests as a lifeline
Before heading off to the forest, the
Telugu-speaking food gatherers and
hunters of the Nallamala hill range will
have a brunch which is a cocktail of cur-
ries made of leaves and fruits, mainly
custard apple and gardenia which are
found in plenty here. Armed with an
axe and a bow and arrows for “self de-
fence”, as Bhumani Ankanna puts it,
they will set out along with their pet
dogs for company on an arduous jour-
ney undeterred by the tough terrain in
search of a variety of minor forest pro-
duce, their lifeline.

Somewhere along the way, prayers
will be offered to Malalamma Vana
Devatha (the goddess of honey) before
Anjaiah and his children collect the
honey from a variety of sources like
‘Pedda pera’ (which means big tree) and
‘Junna’ (trees and shrubs). “We trace
honeycombs just by observing the
movements of the bees,” says Damsani
Guruvaiah. They brew their own liquor
“Thummachakka” with acacia bark,
mahua flower and jaggery, which is con-
sumed after a hunt.

For Anjaiah, Ankanna and
Guruvaiah, living deep inside the dense
Nallamala forest which also happens to
host India’s largest tiger reserve, the
3,728-sq.-km Nagarjunasagar Srisailam
Tiger Reserve (NSTR), this has been
their daily grind for as long as they can
remember. But that is now shrouded in
uncertainty following a recent order
from the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA). The order of March
28 read: “in the absence of guidelines
for notification of critical wildlife habit-
ats, no rights shall be conferred in Crit-
ical Tiger Habitats (CTH) which is noti-
fied under section 38 V (4) (i), of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.” What
this means is the Chenchus will no
longer be able to claim Nallamala as
their home.

It also means living in a red zone of
man-animal conflict with an inviolate
space for the tiger and virtually no place
for Chenchus who ironically are coun-
ted among the oldest aboriginals of
south India and have lived in the Nal-
lamala hill range for hundreds of years.
In the skewed tiger versus tribals debate
now rekindled, will the Chenchus lose
out again? Will they be edged out of the
CTH and thrown into the plains in the
name of rehabilitation? And what will
happen to those who were already given
land rights in the Nallamala forest?

The order has come at a time when
the Chenchus thought the Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006 — commonly called the Forest
Rights Act or FRA — had come as a huge
relief providing them the forest land
rights they deserved and waited for so
long. Around 1,502 Chenchu families
got rights over forest land spanning
5,700 acres in Prakasam district, with
corresponding figures for Kurnool and
Guntur being 443 families and 1,250
acres and 149 families and 452 acres
respectively.

Displaced from their habitat
Not long ago, between 1990 and 2006
the Chenchus were caught in the cross-
fire between Maoists and Greyhounds,
the elite anti-Naxal force of the Andhra
Pradesh police. With the Maoists shift-
ing base to Chhattisgarh and the Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha border, and just when
the Chenchus heaved a sigh of relief, the
recent NTCA order puts them into yet
another uncertain phase.

“We have lived in the forests for gen-
erations. Show us one example of a
Chenchu killing a tiger. In fact, we pro-
tect them from poachers. Nor were
there many cases of tigers attacking us.
Our paths cross but we respect each
other. We share the resources. But the
Forest Department treats us as enemies
of the tiger and wildlife and not as pro-
tectors. They want to relocate us in
faraway plains where we will be like fish
out of water. Neither do we have the
skills to cope in the plains nor can we
return to the forest. We will simply wilt
away,” laments Dasari Bayanna, a Chen-
chu tribesman.

Bayanna’s family has been pulled out

of Maripalem in Prakasam district and
relocated 35 km away in Sundaraiah
Chenchu Colony in Pedda Dornala
where he ended up as a daily wage la-
bourer. Whenever he does not find
work, he journeys back to his forest
home. A similar narrative is shared by
other tribesmen who were forced out of
forests to the plains.

S. Sravanan, Field Director, NSTR,
denies coercion and spells out the pro-
cess of rehabilitation. “It may just be
their fears. We are not forcing any Chen-
chu even out of the core area. There is a
process and a monetary package for re-
location and we give options to them.
And it is purely voluntary and only after
all Chenchus in a particular gudem (vil-
lage) have given their consent.”

Asked about the impact of the NTCA
order, Sravanan says, “We have to wait
and see what will happen to the
pending claims now. There is no conflict
between tiger protection and Chenchus
in NSTR. Chenchus live in coexistence
here and in fact we deploy 200 Chen-

chus as tiger protection watchers all
round the year and 200 more as forest
fire watchers for six months.”

Cohabitation or relocation? 
How much space within the forest
should be left for tigers and the indigen-
ous tribes like Chenchus? There is no re-
conciliation yet with Forest Department
and wildlife conservationists sticking to
the argument that tigers require an ex-
clusive protection zone while the sup-
porters of tribal rights favour them stay-
ing within the tiger habitat. The NTSR
has a core area of 2,444 sq. km and a
buffer zone of 1,283 sq. km. The ‘Status
of tigers in India, 2014’ report released
by the NTCA put the tiger population in
the reserve at 65, the tiger density being
1.9 tigers per 100 sq. km.

On the other hand, Census 2011 puts
the Chenchu population at 64,227 in
habitations spread over five districts,
three in Andhra Pradesh (Prakasam,
Guntur and Kurnool) and two in Telan-
gana (Mahbubnagar and Nalgonda). The
gender break-up is 32,196 males and
32,031 females, the child sex ratio is
988/1000 and literacy is 40.6%, (47.3%
among males, 34% among females).
However crude this may sound, it is pit-
ting 65 tigers against 64,000 Chenchus
living in CTHs or core areas and the
abutting buffer zone.

In any case, Survival International, a
global movement for tribal peoples’
rights, reported in December 2015 that
tiger numbers have increased rapidly in
the first tiger reserve in India where
local tribes (the Soligas in this case)
have won the right to stay inside, the Bi-
ligiriranganatha Swamy Temple Wildlife
Sanctuary or BRT Wildlife Sanctuary in
Karnataka. The tiger population
doubled between 2010 and 2014 from
35 to 68. This increase is far higher than
the national rate at which the tiger pop-
ulation is growing.

Many like the environmental NGO
Kalpavriksh see the NTCA order as a dir-
ect violation of the Forest Rights Act and
a conspiracy to stop implementation of
the FRA in tiger reserves thereby deny-
ing forest rights to a large population of
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) living in
these reserves. The FRA clearly defines
‘forest land’ under Section 2 (d) to mean
forests of all categories including the
protected areas such as Wildlife Sanctu-
aries, National Parks and Tiger Re-
serves. Section 4 (1) provides for recog-
nition and vesting of all kinds of forest
rights of STs and OTFDs as mentioned
in section 3 notwithstanding anything
contained in any other laws for the time
being in force. Further, Section 4 (2) re-

quires recognition and vesting of rights
in critical wildlife habitats and similarly
Section 38 V of the Wild Life Protection
(Amendment) Act of 2006 mandates re-
cognition and vesting of rights of STs
and OTFDs in the critical tiger habitats.
Therefore, the NTCA order has no legal
basis and is seemingly aimed at ob-
structing implementation of the FRA in
the tiger reserves.

The Chenchu way of life
Driving through the vast expanse of un-
disturbed Nallamala forest, a landscape
characterised by tropical dry deciduous
scrub punctuated by trees of axlewood,
teak, hardwickia, one wonders how this
tribe, with a majority of them still cut
off from modern life, sustains itself.
Some answers can be found in The
Chenchus: Jungle Folk of the Deccan by
the legendary Austrian anthropologist
Christoph von Furer-Haimendorf, who
stayed in Chenchu gudems in the early
1940s.

Chenchus take pride in describing
themselves as children of the Nallamala
forest. Besides hunting with bows and
arrows, they live off forest produce and
also sell it to the Girijan Co-operative
Corporation, set up in 1956 to support
economic empowerment of tribals. At
the Chintala Girijan cooperative outlet
located on the edge of Nallamala forest,
Chenchus travel 5 km from Maripalem
and wait for their turn to sell roots,
tubers and oilseed. Artha Venkatesan
brings 10 kg of kukadu (tuber) and gets
₹120 for it at ₹12 a kilo. Bhumani An-
janeyulu gets ₹54 for three kg of kanuga
(oilseed). Sustaining a family on this
meagre amount is tough. Carrying an
axe and a bow and arrows, Pulicherla
Guruvaiah and his wife trek 20 km into
the jungle from Chinnarutla and stay
put in the forest for four days collecting
roots, tubers and gum which they sell at
the Girijan cooperative. For their ef-
forts, they get ₹800!

The fact that Chenchus enjoy a sym-
biotic relationship with the Nallamala
was recognised early by the British, who
controlled the southern part (now
Andhra Pradesh) and gave them rights
not just to stay inside the forest but also

do subsistence farming and grazing.
The northern part (now Telangana) was
under the Nizams of Hyderabad, who
maintained the forest as a hunting re-
serve for the nobility and royal guests.
“Everyone talks about tigers but not
many about us,” laments Bayanna.

Itinerant and nomadic as they are,
adjusting is a nightmare for the Chen-
chus. “These rehabilitation colonies
have turned out to be ghettos where
one can see poverty, disease and
squalor,” says M. Sambasiva Rao of Ban-
jara Development Society that has been
working for the welfare of Chenchus for
over decades now.

“A perusal of the enquiry reports pre-
pared during colonial rule shows that
the British had a better understanding
of the Chenchus, their living conditions
and their dependence on forests. The
reports speak of how Chenchus will be
exterminated if they are moved out of
the forests, and also tigers and other
wild animals as there would be no nat-
ural guard to protect the forest,” Rao
says.

Marginalisation at the margins
“We feel threatened in our own habitat,
not by the big cats but by the govern-
ment policies,” says Bhumani Edanna,
whose family is among the few hundred
tribal families still clinging on to their
natural habitat. They have refused to
move out to the plains as suggested by
the State government, to Shanti Nagar
and Gandhi Nagar near Yerragondap-
alem in Prakasam district where over
200 tribal families have been resettled

by the authorities on the pretext of en-
suring them a better life and leaving un-
disturbed the reserve forests.

The rehabilitation policy envisages
concrete one-room tenements replacing
the traditional conical bamboo and
thatch huts. Internal roads, drinking wa-
ter supply, education and health-care
facilities have been provided in at least
some of these colonies but no new or al-
ternative sources of livelihood have
been concretely proposed. On top of
this is a health emergency that stares
these tribals in the face, with a plethora
of diseases ranging from anaemia to
tuberculosis and high infant and mater-
nal mortality rates and malnutrition.

The results of a recent ( July 2016)
study on Chenchus by Sujith Kumar S.
Dondapati and Keerthimayee Karimad-
dela in Velugodu revenue mandal of
Kurnool district showed that 72% of
them were illiterate, 40% earned their
livelihood by collecting non-timber
forest produce, and 59% per cent of un-
der-five and 30% of school-going chil-
dren and adolescents and 60% of adults
were undernourished.

Since 2006, with the notification of
the FRA, only 5,000 out of the 64,000-
odd Chenchus have secured forest
rights including land for cultivation. In
the past, whenever they were relocated
from the core area or from deep inside
the forest to the plains with the promise
of a better life, the story rarely had a
happy ending. As tiger conservation as-
sumes an extreme avatar with the
March NTCA order, there’s little chance
of a twist in the tale.

In the crosshairs: “Not long ago, the Chenchus were caught in the crossire between Maoists and the anti-Naxal force of the Andhra Pradesh police. The recent National Tiger Conservation Authority order puts them into yet
another uncertain phase.” * V. RAJU

Forced out of the forest
For the Chenchus, the Nallamala forest is their home. Not any longer after a National Tiger Conservation Authority order stripped them 
of their rights in a bid to fortify India’s largest tiger reserve. K. Venkateshwarlu and S. Murali report

“The rehabilitation policy envisages concrete one-room tenements replacing the
traditional conical bamboo and thatch huts.” 

“The fact that Chenchus enjoy a symbiotic relationship with the Nallamala was
recognised early by the British, who gave them rights not just to stay inside the forest
but also do subsistence farming and grazing.” Some members of the tribe with forest
produce, at Chinnarutla village in Prakasam district, Andhra Pradesh. 

<> They want to relocate us in

faraway plains where we will

be like ish out of water.

Neither do we have the skills to

cope in the plains nor can we

return to the forest. We will

simply wilt away. 

Dasari Bayanna,

Chenchu tribesman
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