
Thermo Fisher to Buy 
Patheon for $5.2 B
New York: Thermo Fisher 
Scientific Inc, the world’s No. 1 
maker of scientific instruments, 
said on Monday it would buy 
Dutch drug ingredients maker 
Patheon NV as it looks to become 
a one-stop shop for contract drug 
development and manufactur-
ing. Shares of Patheon were up 
about 33% in premarket trading, 
just shy of the offer price of $35 
per share, representing a pre-
mium of about 35% to Patheon’s 
Friday close. Thermo Fisher, 
which supplies the biopharma-
ceutical industry with research, 
clinical trial and production ser-
vices, will benefit from Patheon’s 
drug manufacturing abilities as 
drugmakers increasingly try to 
cut costs and reduce clinical trial 
times. The Patheon deal, includ-
ing debt, represents a purchase 
price of about $7.2 billion, the 
companies said in a statement. 
Patheon, which went public last 
July, generated about $1.9 billion 
in revenue last year. Reuters

US-led Coalition Airstrike 
Kills 23 Civilians in Syria
Beirut: An air strike by the US-led 
coalition killed 23 civilians on 
Monday in a Syrian town held by 
the Islamic State group on the 
border with Iraq, a monitor said. 
The deaths came after 12 women 
were killed in a strike by the 
US-led coalition fighting IS in the 
east of Syria’s Raqa province on 
Sunday, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Right said. The strike 
hit the town of Albu Kamal in 
the early hours of the morning, 
Observatory director Rami Abdel 
Rahman said. “They hit a residen-
tial area at 3:00 am while people 
were sleeping, causing the high 
toll,” he said. He added that IS 
was using some apartments in 
the area targeted as local head-
quarters. The deaths came after 
12 women were killed in a US-led 
coalition strike yesterday. AFP

Moody’s to Buy Bureau 
van Dijk for $3.2 Billion
New York: Credit ratings firm 
Moody’s announced on Monday 
it had agreed to buy the Dutch 
financial information company 
Bureau van Dijk for $3.2 billion. 
The acquisition will strengthen 
Moody’s position in risk data 
and analytical insight, Moody’s 
said in a statement. Based in 
Amsterdam, Bureau van Dijk 
provides business intelligence 
services and maintains a dataset 
on more 220 million private 
companies around the globe. It 
is owned by the investment firm 
EWT and had revenues of $281 
million in 2016. Moody’s said 
the acquisition was subject to 
approval by European regulators 
and was expected to close in the 
third quarter of 2017. AFP
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Hong Kong: A global cyberat-
tack spread to thousands of addi-
tional computers on Monday as 
workers logged in at the start of a 
new workweek.

Universities, hospitals, busi-
nesses and daily life were dis-
rupted, but no catastrophic 
breakdowns were reported. In 
Europe, where the cyberattack 
first emerged, officials said it ap-
peared that a much-feared second 
wave — based on copycat variants 
of the original malicious software 
— had not yet materialised.

The new disruptions were most 
apparent in Asia, where many 
workers had already left for the day 
Friday when the attack broke out.

China alone reported disruptions 
at nearly 40,000 organisations, in-
cluding about 4,000 academic 
institutions, figures that 
experts say are most likely 
to be low estimates, given 
the prevalence of pirat-
ed software there.

T h e  l i s t  o f  a f -
fected institutions 
i ncludes t wo of 
China’s most pres-

tigious institutions of higher edu-
cation, Tsinghua and Peking uni-
versities; a movie theatre chain in 
South Korea; and blue-chip com-
panies in Japan like Hitachi and 
Nissan, which emphasised that 
their business operations were 
not impaired.

The cyberattack has aff licted 
200,000 computers in more than 
150 countries. Transmitted by 
email, the malicious software, or 
malware, locks users out of their 
computers, threatening 
to destroy data if 
a ransom is not 
paid.

Monday morning, 11 technology 
companies in China, mostly deal-
ing in internet security, suspend-
ed trading after their stocks rose 
as much as 10%, the daily limit. 
Shares in European cybersecu-
rity firms gained in early trading 
Monday, as investors appeared to 
target companies that would ben-
efit from increased attention on 
keeping data, networks and com-
puters secure. NYT

Cyber Attack Spreads in Asia, 
But No ‘Second Wave’ Seen
Though the spread of the ransomware slowed on Monday, many companies and 
government agencies were still struggling to recover from the initial barrage

Washington: US lawmakers 
on Sunday called on President 
Donald Trump to turn over any 
tapes of conversations with fired 
FBI chief James Comey, poten-
tially setting up a showdown with 
the White House as Democrats 
considered a boycott of the vote on 
Comey’s replacement.

In a highly unusual move, Trump 
last week appeared to suggest on 
Twitter that he might have tapes 
of conversations with Comey and 
warned the former FBI direc-
tor against talking to the media. 
Trump and a White House spokes-
man declined to confirm or deny 
whether such tapes exist.

Republican Senator Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina said 
the White House must “clear the 
air” about whether there are any 
taped conversations.

“You can’t be cute about tapes. 
If there are any tapes of this con-
versation, they need to be turned 
over,” Graham told NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” programme. Reuters

Congress Wants Trump to 
Hand Over Comey Tapes

Waymo, Lyft to 
Collaborate on 
Self-Driving Cars

Macron Names 
Edouard Philippe 
as French PM

New York: US ride services com-
pany Lyft Inc and Alphabet Inc’s 
self-driving car unit Waymo have 
launched a self-driving vehicle 
partnership, bringing together 
two rivals to dominant ride-shar-
ing service Uber Technologies.

Lyft, the No. 2 US ride service 
by ride volume, in a statement 
said a deal to launch self-driving 
pilots would accelerate its vision 
for transportation and Waymo, 
which is beginning tests of a self-
driving car service in Phoenix, 
said the partnership would let its 
technology reach “more people, in 
more places”.

Neither offered many details of 
the agreement, which was report-
ed earlier by the New York Times.

The auto industry and technol-
ogy companies are racing to devel-
op self-driving technology, which 
they expect in a number of years 
will transform transportation, 
cutting costs of ride services and 
changing the way people buy and 
use cars. Reuters

Paris: Edouard 
Philippe, the cen-
ter-right mayor of 
the port city of Le 
Havre, was named 
F r a n c e ’s  n e w 

prime minister, charged with 
putting into action the economic 
reforms of the newly inaugurat-
ed President Emmanuel Macron.

The first major announce-
ment of Macron’s 24-hour-old 
presidency was made by Alexis 
Kohler, the president’s chief of 
staff. Philippe will now be tasked 
with selecting his ministers 
ahead of the first cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday.

The 46-year-old Philippe is a 
member of the Republicans par-
ty and initially supported Alain 
Juppe in the French presidential 
campaign. By picking Philippe, 
Macron, a former minister in 
Socialist Francois Hollande’s 
government, is looking to broad-
en his appeal ahead of the legisla-
tive elections in June. Bloomberg

London: A global “ransomware” attack spurred inves-
tors on Monday to buy up stocks expected to benefit 
from a pick-up in cybersecurity spending by firms 
and government agencies.

In London, shares in cloud network security firm 
Sophos jumped more than 7% to a record high and se-
curity firm NCC Group rose 2.9%. US-listed shares in 
cybersecurity firms Fireeye rose 4.8% in pre-market, 
and peers Symantec, Palo Alto Networks and Cyber-
ark Software were all up 3%. Companies’ spending on 
cybersecurity protection is set to increase 10% in Brit-
ain and Europe by 2020.Reuters

London: UK’s state-run National Health Service 
(NHS) was limping back to normalcy on Monday, 
even as experts have warned of a second wave of 
ransomware cyberattacks on IT systems around 
the world. The NHS systems appears to be largely 
up and running, although seven out of the 47 trusts 
hit by the last week’s attack are still seeking emer-
gency support, according to the NHS Digital.

UK Home Secretary Amber Rudd and health sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt are holding a meeting of the 
country’s emergency response committee, COBRA, 
to assess further action. PTI

Seoul: North Korea boasted on 
Monday that its new rocket could 
carry a “large-size heavy nuclear 
warhead” over long distances, with 
analysts estimating that it could 
reach US military forces on the is-
land of  Guam.

Kim Jong Un witnessed Sunday’s 
launch of  the “new ground-to-
ground medium long-range strate-
gic ballistic rocket Hwasong-12,” the 
official Korean Central News 
Agency said. It was fired at a steep 
trajectory “in consideration of  the 
security of  neighboring countries,” 
reaching an altitude of  2,111.5 km 
before hitting open waters 787 km 
away, KCNA said.

Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to 
the United Nations, said the latest 
test shows Kim is “in a state of  para-
noia” and that Washington will 
“continue to tighten the screws” on 
his regime. The launch defies UN 
sanctions and provides an early 
challenge for South Korea’s new 
leader, Moon Jae-in, who has vowed 
to engage with the regime to bring 
peace to the peninsula.

US President Donald Trump has 
said military action is an option to 
prevent Kim’s regime from develop-
ing missiles that could carry a nu-
clear warhead to North America. If  
launched on a maximum trajectory, 
the latest missile could have flown 
about 4,500 km, within range of  the 
U.S. military base at Guam, accord-
ing toÂ aerospace engineer John 
Schilling.

“North Korea’s latest successful 

missile test represents a level of  per-
formance never before seen from a 
North Korean missile,” Schilling 
wrote on 38 North, a website run by 
the US-Korea Institute at Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of  
Advanced International Studies. It 
may constitute a “substantial ad-
vance” toward developing an inter-
continental ballistic missile, he 
said. Bloomberg

Tokyo: Western Digital Corp has 
sought international arbitration 
to stop partner Toshiba Corp from 
selling its chips arm without its 
consent, potentially derailing a 
much-needed capital injection for 
the Japanese conglomerate.

The two companies jointly oper-
ate Toshiba’s main semiconductor 
plant but Western Digital is not a fa-
voured bidder for the world’s second 
biggest NAND chip producer, hav-
ing put in a much lower offer than 
other suitors, a source with knowl-
edge of the matter has said.

A legal battle could delay or put an 
end to an auction that could fetch 
some $18 billion and has attracted 
suitors such as private equity firm 
KKR & Co LP, Taiwan’s Foxconn 
and U.S. chipmaker Broadcom.

Toshiba is depending on the sale to 
cover billions in dollars in cost over-
runs at its now bankrupt US nuclear 
unit Westinghouse. The Japanese 
firm logged a 950 billion yen ($8.4 
billion) annual net loss and had 
negative shareholder equity of 540 
billion yen, it said in an unaudited 
earnings release on Monday.

After months of souring rela-
tions, Western Digital has be-
gun arbitration procedures with 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce, demanding Toshiba re-
verse a move to put their JV assets 
into a newly formed unit - Toshiba 
Memory - and stop any sale without 
Western Digital’ s consent. Reuters

WD Moves Court to Block 
Sale of Toshiba’s Chip Unit

Toshiba Delays 
Results, Warns 
of $8.4B Net Loss

Intimidation of 
North Korea Must 
End, Says Putin

Tokyo: Troubled conglomerate 
Toshiba on Monday said it will 
delay reporting its annual earn-
ings for the past fiscal year, but 
warned it is on track to book a 
net loss of 950 billion yen ($8.4 
billion).

The delay comes after one of 
Japan’s best-known companies 
twice postponed its nine-month 
earnings before releasing unau-
dited results last month.

The delays have stirred fears 
that the huge conglomerate’s 
shares could be delisted from 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange.

Toshiba said it failed to meet 
the exchange’s deadline for re-
sults to be released within 45 
days as its auditor is still re-
viewing them. AFP

Beijing: Russian 
President 
Vladimir Putin 
said on Monday 
that North Ko-
rea’s latest mis-

sile test was “dangerous”, but 
he warned that Pyongyang was 
being intimidated and called 
for a peaceful solution to re-
gional tensions.

“We are categorically against 
the expansion of the club of 
nuclear powers,” Putin told re-
porters after an international 
forum in Beijing.

“We consider (the missile test) 
counter-productive, harmful 
and dangerous,” Putin said. 
But, he added: “We must stop 
intimidating North Korea and 
find a peaceful solution to this 
problem.” AFP

New Missile
Can Carry Nuke 
Warhead, Says 
North Korea

US Appeals Court 
to Review Trump 
Revised Travel Ban

Seattle: A federal 
appeals court is 
set to hear argu-
ments on Mon-
day over Presi-
dent Donald 

Trump’s temporary travel ban 
on people entering the United 
States from six Muslim-majori-
ty countries, the second such 
court to review Trump’s direc-
tive over the past week.

A three-judge 9th US Circuit 
Court of Appeals panel, made 
up entirely of judges appointed 
by Democratic former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, will review a 
Hawaii judge’s ruling that 
blocked parts of the Republi-
can president’s revised execu-
tive order on travel. Reuters

Cyber Security Stocks Rise 
After ‘Ransomware’ Attack

UK’s National Health Service  
Limps Back to Normalcy

Putin Says Russia 
Has Nothing to Do 
with Cyber Attacks 

‘New Cyber Chaos 
Appears to Have 
Been Avoided’

Beijing: Russia had nothing to 
do with a massive global cy-
berattack, President Vladimir 
Putin said on Monday, calling 
for urgent consultations on 
countering the hackers.

“As for the source of these 
threats, Microsoft’s leadership 
stated this directly, they said 
the source of the virus was the 
special services of the United 
States,” Putin said. Putin was 
referring to a weekend blog 
post by Microsoft president 
Brad Smith stating that the US 
National Security Agency had 
developed the code being used 
in the attack. AFP

The Hague: European govern-
ments and companies ap-
peared early Monday to have 
avoided further fallout from a 
crippling global cyberattack, 
the police agency Europol said.

“The number of victims ap-
pears not to have gone up and 
so far the situation seems sta-
ble in Europe, which is a suc-
cess,” senior spokesman for 
Europol, Jan Op Gen Oorth told 
AFP. “It seems that a lot of in-
ternet security guys over the 
weekend did their homework 
and ran the security software 
updates.” AFP

TIPS, TRIVIA & TRENDS YOUR DAILY DIET OF FUN AND FACTS 

The Ford Mustang is by some distance the sports car of choice for Americans. A $25,185 price tag combined 
with a 300 horsepower 3.7 litre V6 makes it unsurprising that, according to Ford, the Mustang has been the 
best-selling sports car in the States for 45 years straight.
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12-Year-Old Wins 3rd Straight 
California State Spelling Bee

Dipsomaniac was the 
winning word for a 
12-year-old girl from 
California who won the 
State Spelling Bee for the 
third year in a row. 
Ananya Vinay, who 
attends Fugman 
Elementary in Clovis, told 
the Fresno Bee she’s no 
longer as nervous on stage 
as she used to be because 
she’s improved so much 
over the years. Vinay 
clinched the victory on 
Saturday at the 

competition in Stockton. She describes the 
experience as a “journey” and now looks forward to 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee near Washington, 
DC. She first competed there last year after 
qualifying out of a Fresno County competition. 
Ananya said she wants to do well in the Scripps 
competition, aiming for the top 10 and eventually a 
championship. For the record, Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary defines the noun dipsomania as “an 
uncontrollable craving for alcoholic liquors”. AP

Jim Parsons 
Marries 
Partner
The Big Bang Theory star 
Jim Parsons has married 
his partner of 14 years 
Todd Spiewak. Parsons 
got married to Spiewak 
on Saturday night at the 
Rainbow Room in New 
York, reports pagesix.
com. Parsons’ representative confirmed that the 
nuptials happened on May 13. Last year, the pair 
celebrated 14 years together and Parsons posted 
on Instagram: “I met this guy...14 years ago today 
and it was the best thing that ever happened to me, 
no contest.” Parsons came out as gay in a 2012 and 
said he was in a 10-year relationship. In 2014, the 
actor had told talk show host Ellen DeGeneres that 
he was in no rush to tie the knot. IANS

New AI Detective may Soon 
Help Solve Crimes in UK
Move over Sherlock Holmes, scientists have 
developed a new artificial intelligence system that 
can help solve crimes by taking over the laborious 
task of analysing clues and finding links that human 
investigators might have missed. The system, called 
VALCRI (Visual Analytics for Sense-Making in 
Criminal Intelligence), will be able to perform the 
tedious part of a crime analyst’s job in seconds, 
freeing them to focus on finer points of a case. 
“Everyone thinks policing is about connecting the 
dots, but that is the easy bit,” said William Wong, who 
leads the project at Middlesex University London. 
“The hard part is working out which dots need to be 
connected,” Wong said. VALCRI scans millions of 
police records, interviews, pictures, videos and more, 
to identify connections. “An analyst can then say 
whether this is relevant or not and VALCRI will adjust 
the results,” said Neesha Kodagoda, also from 
Middlesex. The system uses machine learning to 
improve its searches on the basis of such interactions 
with analysts, the New Scientist reported. Police in 
the UK are currently testing VALCRI with three years’ 
worth of real, anonymised data, totalling around 6.5 
million records. PTI
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A hungry pilot in Australia landed a helicopter near a 
McDonald’s takeaway window to grab a bite. The green 
chopper set down on a grassy patch outside the fast 
food giant’s branch in Sydney. The pilot was seen 
exiting the aircraft and 
collecting his order from 
the nearby McDonald’s 
before getting back into the 
chopper and flying away, 
Nine News Australia 
reported. The pilot, who 
identified himself as Dan, 
later told a radio station that he got permission to land 
at premises. “Every now and then we do that sort of 
stuff,” he said. The Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) said the landing was not technically illegal if the 
pilot had permission from the owner of the land. CASA, 
however, said investigations into the safety of the 
chopper’s landing and take-off were ongoing. PTI

Pilot Lands Chopper Next to 
McDonald’s to Grab Quick Bite!
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