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EDITORIAL

I
n 2006, the Supreme Court ruled in the Prakash

Singh case that the chief of a State police force

should have a ixed tenure of at least two years. Des-

pite this, State governments have failed to protect Dir-

ectors General of Police from arbitrary transfers. In the

event of a regime change following an election, new

political dispensations assume they have an unfettered

right to reshule oicers in the civil and police services.

Rarely has this assumption been challenged. The Su-

preme Court’s ruling reinstating T.P. Senkumar, who

was replaced as head of the Kerala police soon after the

Left Democratic Front assumed oice last year, rein-

forces its 2006 judgment. It limits signiicantly the dis-

cretion enjoyed by the political executive in efecting

transfers at whim. Expanding on the import of the

Prakash Singh verdict, in which the court had given dir-

ections to insulate the police from external pressure

and political inluence, a two-judge Bench has delin-

eated the limits of the State government’s subjective sat-

isfaction in removing the DGP. No longer is it valid for

the government to justify a DGP’s removal on the vague

ground that it has reached a prima facie conclusion that

the public is unhappy with the eiciency of the force.

The government’s ‘subjective satisfaction’ about the

state of afairs must be based on “cogent and rational

material”, the court has ruled. On going through the re-

cord, the Bench found there was no material adverse to

Mr. Senkumar, except some opinions and views.

The verdict is undoubtedly a political setback to Ker-

ala’s LDF government, which is already battling contro-

versies caused by the words and deeds of a few minis-

ters. The Pinarayi Vijayan government had defended its

transfer of Mr. Senkumar by citing dissatisfaction

among the public about the eiciency of the police fol-

lowing the Puttingal ireworks tragedy in Kollam and

the murder of a Dalit woman named Jisha in April 2016.

However, the court noted that these issues had “sud-

denly resurfaced” more than a month after the incid-

ents — that is, after the present regime assumed oice.

In a telling indictment, the court has observed: “This

might perhaps be a coincidence, but it might also be

politically motivated…” The LDF government must im-

mediately abide by the order to reinstate Mr. Senkumar,

whose original two-year tenure was to have ended on

May 21, 2017, and who is due to retire in June. However,

the legal import of the verdict is not conined to Kerala.

State governments would do well to implement the

measures outlined in Prakash Singh, the message of

which was that the police must be answerable to the

rule of law and not to political masters. In particular,

every State should set up a State Security Commission —

Kerala has one — to both guide the police and decide on

top police appointments and transfers.

Politics and the police
The SC verdict reinstating a DGP limits 

the political executive’s discretion in transfers

T
he major Indian stock indices have rallied

strongly despite lingering concerns over their his-

torically rich valuations. Both the BSE Sensex and

NSE Nifty reached all-time highs on Wednesday, up

about 13% and 14%, respectively, since the beginning of

2017 and well above the performance of developed

markets. The Sensex surpassed its previous high to end

the day at 30,133 while the Nifty settled on a record clos-

ing high of 9,351. Investors have attributed the rally to

the better-than-expected earnings results of blue-chip

companies (like Reliance Industries Limited that pos-

ted record earnings this week), strong fund inlows

from foreign institutional investors (FIIs) and the

strengthening of the rupee. Waning concerns over the

election results in France, U.S. President Donald

Trump’s anticipated tax reforms, and the allaying of

concerns about the long-term impact of demonetisa-

tion may have also helped fuel the rally. FIIs have been

at the centre of action over the past few months, turning

into bullish buyers after the temporary slump in their

investments after the demonetisation exercise. In the

irst three months of 2017, FIIs have poured $6.75 billion

into equities, up from inlows of just $3.19 billion and

$3.18 billion in 2015 and 2016, respectively. Adding

strength to the rally, domestic investors have been net

buyers of equities, investing almost ₹16,000 crore since

the beginning of 2017.

Going forward, despite the willingness of foreign

buyers to pay higher multiples, there remains the sub-

stantial risk of a downside attached to this rally. The

market capitalisation of Indian stocks, according to a re-

port by Motilal Oswal Securities published in March be-

fore the rally, rose 40% over the last year compared to a

21% increase in the overall world market cap. This in-

creased India’s share of world market cap to 2.5%, mar-

ginally above the historical average of 2.4%. Yet corpor-

ate earnings, which determine equity returns in the

long run, have been lacklustre despite showing early

signs of recovery from the demonetisation shock. While

the current earnings season has been modestly posit-

ive, overall, reasons to justify the high multiples remain

elusive. The implementation of the Goods and Services

Tax is expected to dampen earnings in the near term,

and the absence of recovery in capital expenditure by

India Inc. ofers little hope to expect an earnings boost.

The impact of the strengthening rupee on corporate

earnings is another concern. Investors, especially for-

eigners who beneit from an appreciating rupee, have

taken the strong rupee as a vote of conidence in the

economy. But its likely impact on the earnings remains

ignored. According to UBS, a 1% appreciation in the ru-

pee could reduce the Nifty’s earnings by some 0.6%. All

that said, the bears in the Indian markets have been

proven wrong for long. It would not be surprising if in-

vestors stretch themselves further to support the rally.

A stretched market
Investors stay put to drive a historic rally 

in the Indian bourses

C
heer up, prospects for the
world economy have im-
proved. This seems to be the

headline message from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s (IMF)
World Economic Outlook (April
2017). However, the caveats to the
message — or “downside risks” as
the IMF puts it — are so many that
any celebration would be
premature.

The IMF sees world economic
growth accelerating from 3.1% in
2016 to 3.5% in 2017, and 3.6% in
2018. Both advanced and emerging
economies are poised to do better.
Growth in advanced economies is
projected to rise from 1.7% in 2016
to 2% in 2017 and 2018. Emerging
markets will grow at 4.5% in 2017,
and 4.8% in 2018, compared with
growth of 4.1% in 2016.

China will see growth decelerat-
ing from 6.7% in 2016 to 6.6% and
6.2% in 2017 and 2018, respect-
ively. India’s growth, in contrast,
will accelerate from 6.8% in 2016 to
7.2% and 7.7% over the next two
years.

Years of secular stagnation
These are modest rates of growth
compared to the record before the
inancial crisis of 2007. In 1999-
2008, the world economy grew at
4.2%, with emerging markets iring
away at 6.2%. But the IMF’s projec-
tions do hold out the hope that the
world economy may emerge from
the prolonged slump it has seen
consequent to the inancial crisis
of 2007.

This is a bit of a surprise consid-
ering that, until very recently,
many economists had come to be-
lieve that the world economy was
in the grip of ‘secular stagnation’,
an expression coined by the eco-
nomist Alvin Hansen in the 1930s.
Hansen argued that where savings

substantially exceed investment,
the real interest rate tends to drop
to a very low level.

Conventional monetary policy
operates by reducing nominal in-
terest rates in order to stimulate
growth. Where the nominal in-
terest rate is already close to zero,
there isn’t much scope for cutting
interest rates. In conditions of ‘sec-
ular stagnation’, conventional
monetary policy is doomed to be
inefective.

The burden of reviving growth
in such a situation falls on iscal
policy. This means running up
large government deicits and in-
creasing public debt. But markets
will inance government borrow-
ings only up to a point, and there is
also resistance among policy-
makers to increased government
spending.

This seemed to be an accurate
description of the world economy
in recent years. Economists under-
lined that the real interest rate had
indeed been falling for several
years. 

This was because savings were
rising and investment was falling.
Higher savings lowed from factors
such as greater inequality (the rich
can spend only so much), and
greater life expectancy and re-
duced post-retirement beneits
(which means people have to save
more to provide for retirement). In-
vestment had fallen because cap-
ital goods had become cheaper,
the new economy did not require a
great deal of capital and popula-

tion growth had slowed (which
meant lower demand for goods
down the road). With decreased
spending, inlation rates also fell in
the advanced world.

Winds of recovery?
But the situation has changed quite
a bit in recent months. Inlation is
trending upwards. The IMF ex-
pects the inlation rate in the U.S. to
rise from 1.3% in 2016 to 2.7% in
2017. In the Euro area, it sees inla-
tion rising from 0.2% to 1.7%. The
spectre of a delationary spiral has
thus been dispelled.

Does the incipient revival of the
world economy disprove the ‘secu-
lar stagnation’ hypothesis? It’s too
early to tell. We have not seen big
increases in private or public in-
vestment in the advanced econom-
ies. Instead, the stock markets have
soared consequent to the election
of Donald Trump as U.S. President,
and household debt is once again
rising in the advanced world.

We cannot be certain, therefore,
that the projected acceleration in
growth in the medium term is
based on a solid recovery. It could
well be the result of speculative ex-
cess which cannot be sustained for
long. The IMF warns that high in-
come inequality is likely to persist.
This means that an important
cause of ‘secular stagnation’ will
remain unaddressed.

All eyes on the U.S.
Much of the boost to market senti-
ment has to do with expectations

that the U.S. will see a strong iscal
stimulus through the combination
of tax cuts and massive infrastruc-
ture spending that Mr. Trump
promised during his election cam-
paign. His lip-lops on foreign
policy in the irst 100 days, how-
ever, raise doubts over his ability to
follow through on his campaign
pledges.

The IMF suggests that the U.S.
policy agenda could unfold in ways
that could derail its forecasts. It
factors in a widening of the iscal
deicit by 2 percentage points by
2019. This could have either of two
outcomes. It could cause output to
rise while leading to a moderate
rise in interest rates. Or it could
cause a sharp rise in interest rates
without any signiicant increase in
output. The world economy would
beneit in the irst scenario but not
in the second.

The uncertainties in the U.S.
policy agenda are not conined to
iscal policy. The Trump adminis-
tration has promised to roll back
inancial regulation put in place
after the inancial crisis, saying
these are coming in the way of ei-
ciency and innovation in the inan-
cial sector. Such deregulation
would lead to imitation elsewhere,
jeopardising the hard-won gains in
ensuring inancial sector stability. 

Dip for emerging economies
The IMF warns that emerging mar-
kets, including India, will ind the
external conditions for growth less
supportive than in the post-2000
period thus far. Slower growth in
the developed world means lesser
demand for emerging market
goods and services. Tightening
monetary conditions in the ad-
vanced world spell lower capital
lows (although foreign investors
will still be attracted to emerging
markets with sound fundament-
als). Subdued commodity prices
mean that terms of trade improve-
ments will be limited.

Emerging markets accounted
for 70% of global growth in pur-
chasing power parity terms in
2000-08, nearly double their con-
tribution in the 1980s. Following

the global economic crisis, as
growth in advanced economies
dipped sharply, the contribution of
emerging markets rose even fur-
ther to 80% in 2010-15. With ex-
ternal conditions now turning ad-
verse, the IMF sees the
contribution of emerging markets
and developing economies (EM-
DEs) to global growth in 2016-21
falling. The fall is quite small but it
may mark the reversal of a benign
trend.

China faces the problem of a
large expansion in credit which has
sustained growth in recent years.
The other big emerging market, In-
dia, too is wrestling with a huge
debt overhang. So are large parts of
Europe. Excessive debt in many
parts of the world could under-
mine the IMF’s upbeat forecasts.

The threat of protectionism and
anti-globalisation sentiments in
the U.S. and Europe pose bigger
risks than many of the factors men-
tioned above, although it is not yet
clear how these risks will play out.
It is signiicant that at the IMF
meeting this month, inance minis-
ters and central bankers refrained
from commitments to resist pro-
tectionism out of deference to
America’s preferences. They
pledged instead to promote “a
level playing ield in international
trade”, a term that is open to mul-
tiple interpretations.

Finally, there are rising geopolit-
ical tensions. U.S.-Russia relations
have touched a new low. There is a
real prospect of confrontation
between the U.S. and Russia over
the conlict in Syria. Tensions over
North Korea have reached a lash-
point. The U.S. and China are at
loggerheads over maritime rights
in the South China Sea.

To believe that these add up to
brighter economic prospects re-
quires more than ordinary optim-
ism. Do not be surprised if the IMF
comes up with a ‘downgrade’ in
the months ahead — it’s happened
before.

T.T. Ram Mohan is a professor at IIM
Ahmedabad. E-mail: ttr@iima.ac.in

The world is still lat
The IMF’s outlook for world economic growth exudes optimism, but it’s too early to celebrate

t.t. ram mohan
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C
hanges in the United States’
attitude to Iran could be very
serious for India; among the

issues involved are India’s access to
Iranian oil supplies and other re-
sources, the progressively more
cordial relations between New
Delhi and Washington, and India’s
deepening defence relationship
with Israel.

Upping the ante
The Trump administration is
openly and consistently confronta-
tional towards Iran, where Presid-
ent Donald Trump’s predecessor
Barack Obama was irm but con-
structive. On April 18, the U.S. Sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson wrote
to Congress — in the quarterly re-
view Congress requires of the July
2015 international nuclear deal —
that Iran continues to comply with
the deal, but in the same letter he
called Iran “a leading state sponsor
of terror”. A day later, the Secretary
of Defense, James Mattis, who has
long been very hostile to Iran, ac-
cused it of attempting to “destabil-
ise yet another country”, meaning
Yemen. Two months earlier, on Feb-
ruary 4, Mr. Mattis had responded
to Iran’s late-January test of a bal-

listic missile by calling it the world’s
“single biggest state sponsor of ter-
rorism”. On April 12, the U.S. Per-
manent Representative to the
United Nations, Nikki Haley, said in
a Security Council brieing on Syria,
“Iran is [Bashar al-]Assad’s chief ac-
complice in the regime’s horriic
acts.” 

Second, Washington’s major re-
gional allies, Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia, have been no less hostile. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has said Iran’s “aggression
must not go unanswered”. Follow-
ing exchanges with Riyadh, the
White House has said the U.S. and
Saudi Arabia have agreed to address
what the U.S. Treasury’s Oice of
Foreign Assets Control, in a state-
ment imposing several sanctions on
businesses and individuals for Ira-
nian links, calls Iran’s “destabilising
activities” in the region.

Third, Mr. Trump’s own state-
ments that he could consider com-
mitting U.S. troops abroad have
been accompanied by an unpreced-
ented $54 billion increase in the de-
fence budget, despite the Presid-
ent’s frequent pre-election
denunciations of what he called ex-
cessively high defence spending.

India’s Iran relationship
All this is highly signiicant for In-
dia. In October 2016, Iran was In-
dia’s largest supplier of crude oil,
with its exports to India exceeding
the overall largest supplier Saudi Ar-
abia’s exports of 697,000 barrels
per day (bpd) by over 10%. As the

U.S. federal body Energy Informa-
tion Administration notes, India is
also funnelling Iranian oil into its ex-
panding strategic petroleum re-
serves (SPR), with a view to holding
90 days’ supply against contingen-
cies. Crucially, Tehran has consist-
ently ofered New Delhi very favour-
able terms, including non-dollar oil
sales and other commercial
attractions.

Oil is of course only one com-
modity in a long-standing Indo-Ira-
nian trade relationship; Iran buys
basmati rice and sugar from India,
as well as various agrochemicals
and petroleum products. Substan-
tial expansions in the volume of
business are also likely, despite
earlier tensions over delayed Indian
payments for oil. The Indian gov-
ernment has, furthermore, taken
steps to reassure Indian insurers in
the public and private sectors, as
well as banks, over the risks they
might take in handling Iranian
money while the U.S. sanctions re-
gime remains in force.

In addition, India and Iran have
reached agreement on the expan-
sion of several industrial facilities at
the port of Chabahar; the work is to
be undertaken mainly by Indian en-
tities. Another substantial deal is
the one under preparation for India
to have operating rights in the Far-
zad B gas ield, which lies within Ira-
nian waters in the Persian Gulf.

Consequences
The prospect of a more aggressive
U.S. attitude on Iran, if not stronger
sanctions against Tehran, will al-
most certainly make the Govern-
ment of India very uncomfortable,
with the attitudes taken by Israel
and Saudi Arabia no doubt exacer-
bating New Delhi’s predicament. It
may help India that within the U.S.
and Israel, moderating factors —
both commercial and military — ob-
tain. In 2012, the then Chairman of
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staf, General
Martin Dempsey, stated that attack-
ing Iran would only delay Iran’s de-
velopment of a nuclear weapon and
not stop it. At that time too, the
former head of Israel’s intelligence
service Mossad, Meir Dagan (now
deceased), said that a pre-emptive
attack on Iran was “the stupidest
idea” he had ever heard. 

Among the commercial agree-
ments which have followed the Iran
nuclear deal (the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action between
Iran, the ive permanent members
of the United Nations Security
Council and the European Union),
is a 10-year, $16.6-billion contract

for the aerospace giant Boeing to
supply Iran Air with 80 passenger
aircraft. Quite apart from Boeing’s
competition with the EU manufac-
turer Airbus, any attack on Iran
could put about 1,00,000 U.S. jobs
at risk.

Perhaps as a result, the Trump
administration, despite its bellicose
rhetoric, is showing some signs of
moderation in all this. For example,
the sanctions announced since the
recent Iranian missile test amount
to no more than the implementa-
tion of measures already prepared
by the Obama White House. It is,
nevertheless, virtually certain that
Tel Aviv and Riyadh will maintain
what pressure they can on Washing-
ton by continuing to be vituperat-
ively anti-Iranian, at least in public.
Whether or not the U.S. allows the
exchange of rhetoric to escalate
may well depend on whose advice is
decisive, even though on the evid-
ence Iran is not a clear and present
threat.

For India, a further point is that
while previous U.S. administrations
exempted India from certain sanc-
tions over India’s continuing oil deal
with Iran, the Trump administra-
tion may see the matter diferently.
One saving grace may be that no
matter what Mr. Trump’s main re-
gional allies tell him or want him to
do, they cannot predict what he will
actually do.

Arvind Sivaramakrishnan is an Adjunct
Professor, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, IIT Madras

Navigating between friends 
Any narrowing of the U.S.’s rhetoric-action deicit vis-à-vis Iran will impact India

arvind sivaramakrishnan 
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Easy target
The repeated attacks on
CRPF personnel by Maoists
are a result of a lack of
proper leadership in this
force. The lapses seem to be
many, such as poor
intelligence-gathering,
improper battle drills while
moving in insurgency-
afected areas, a lack of use
of technology such as
unmanned aerial vehicles
with thermal imagery
cameras and so on. As a
force, the CRPF needs a
relook at its organisational-
level management and
training in general. The
induction of serving Indian
Army oicers on deputation
or retired short service
commission oicers on
permanent absorption may
help the situation. 
S. Sankaranarayanan,

Chennai

Dhinakaran’s arrest
The arrest of All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(Amma) deputy general
secretary T.T.V. Dhinakaran is
one of many episodes
exposing the deep rot that has
afected Indian politics
(“T.T.V. Dhinakaran arrested
for bid to bribe poll panel”,
April 26). It is tragic that
politicians and their aides
think they can manipulate the
system to suit their whims
and fancies. There is an
urgent need for political
reforms and regulation.
Political parties and
politicians, just like
bureaucrats, must also be
held accountable through
RTI, CAG and other vigilance
measures, especially as their
decisions impact our lives.
There must also be a separate
regulator to look into the
afairs of all political parties in

terms of funding and
operations.
Ajay Ashok,

New Delhi

Liquor ban
The rights of people who do
drink responsibly versus the
social evils of drunk driving,
alcoholism, domestic
violence and poverty is a
never-ending debate. And
most of the existing
solutions create more
problems. A person
drinking alcohol might
claim that he is exercising
his individual right and any
attempt to prevent or
restrict him could be
construed as moral
policing. But it is an
undeniable fact that he does
create potential risks and
liabilities towards innocent
third parties. The way we
have been trying to regulate

this has been quite
impractical. My suggestion
would be to issue smart
card licences to drinkers
(only Indian citizens), the
way we issue a driving
licence. All liquor shops and
bars can be mandated to
verify the drinking licence
(or the foreign passport) of
an individual before selling
or serving and do so only to
licence holders who present
themselves at the counter.
People caught for drunk
driving, if found to have no
drinking licence, can be
severely punished with a jail
term. A licence holder’s
drinking licence can be
sequestered for 6 months if
he or she is found to be
driving after drinking. 
Bars and liquor shops can
use simple smart card
readers and a PC/mobile/
tablet-based software to

validate the licence of a
patron. The licensing
authority’s server can lag
licences that have been
temporarily suspended or
withdrawn (similar to credit
cards). This approach will
bring down the social evils
of drinking without
afecting the rights of those
who drink responsibly.
Ramkumar R.S.,

Chennai

‘Promotion’ of Hindi
Hindi is undoubtedly a
beautiful language; it is the
language of the vast
majority. C. Rajagopalachari
once wrote in Swarajya:
“While I strongly protest
against making Hindi the
oicial language of India, I
equally strongly
recommend the inclusion of
it in the school curriculum
everywhere. English is

compulsory in many
European states on account
of its importance. So also
must Hindi be studied by
people of all parts of India
on account of its
importance... But this does
not mean that the great
injustice should be
perpetrated of imposing
Hindi as oicial language of
the administration of India.”
It should be left to one’s
wish to learn a particular
language. As long as people
in the South are not
comfortable with Hindi,
there is no point in making
learning it compulsory. It
would be better to leave the
matter as it stands today
instead of kindling a
simmering ire.
S. Raghavan,

Secunderabad
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DATA POINT

Kerala has decided to scrap Prohibition subject to “certain
conditions.” Announcing this decision at the end of a Cabinet
meeting, this afternoon [April 26, Trivandrum] Mr. E.M.S.
Nambudiripad, Chief Minister, told Pressmen that among the
conditions for lifting Prohibition were: that liquor should not
be served to persons below 18 years of age, that liquor should
not be served in restaurants and hotels at common tables and
that no liquor shop should be located near temples, mosques,
churches, schools and hospitals. Asked when the decision
would be given effect to, the Chief Minister said that the details
would have to be worked out. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 27, 1967

Kerala decides to scrap prohibition

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

FROM ARCHIVES

His Lordship Mr. Justice Coutts Trotter after a prolonged hear-
ing delivered Judgement in the suit filed by one Seenu ammal
(a dancing girl) against P.M.A. Muthia Chetti and his concubine
Chinnamal (Plaintiff ’s sister) for the recovery of her jewels and
cloths valued at about Rs. 3000 which the Plaintiff alleged the
Defendants had taken on loan from her but refused to return
them, unless she fell in with their suggestion of her living with
someone whom they had selected for her, and for damages.
The defence of the second defendant was that the jewels and
cloths belonged to her family and that the plaintiff had no
right to them. The first defendant stated that he knew nothing
about the matter. On behalf of the Plaintiff, herself and three
witnesses were examined, and on behalf of the first Defend-
ant, himself, and on behalf of the second defendant, herself
were examined. His Lordship believing the evidence of the
Plaintiff gave Judgement for the Plaintiff and ordered that the
jewels already deposited in Court by the Defendant should be
handed over to the Plaintiff on her undertaking not to dispose
of the same till the decision of the appeal, if any. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 27, 1917

A curious case

There is a running joke about
Lionel Messi’s status as the
greatest footballer ever to
play the game. It seems there
is only one man standing
between Messi and the tag.
No, not Cristiano Ronaldo.
But Gonzalo Higuain. In each

of Argentina’s last three inals — 2014 FIFA World Cup, 2015
Copa America and 2016 Copa America Centenario — Higuain
has missed gilt-edged chances.

For football watchers of this era though, it’s a never-ending,
almost futile debate. Barcelona is the greatest club as we
speak, and Messi is its identity, they attest. He has scored 500
goals for the club, won eight La Liga and four UEFA Champions
League titles. The 29-year-old is a ive-time FIFA Ballon d’Or
winner, given to the best player on the planet.

And in perhaps the greatest annual sporting spectacle, the
El Clásico between Real Madrid and Barcelona, the most-re-
cent episode of which played out last Sunday, he has scored a
record 23 goals. There is no new evidence to be unearthed.
Everything is just a reiteration of a long-established fact.

Herein lies the catch. For legions of Messi fans, it might not
matter. But it matters to the man himself, often deeply, best
captured when he tearfully announced his retirement from in-
ternational football after the 2016 Copa loss only to reverse it
later. This is no doubt an era in which footballing philosophies
take root at the club level. But there is still a generation which
eagerly looks forward to the once-in-four-years extravaganza
and feels disappointed when Messi doesn’t end up on the win-
ning side.

On Argentina
Argentina, as a nation, is symbolic to this. The current team is
arguably its golden generation. But none of the stars play at
home as they are mostly poached by the elite European clubs.
So if Messi can play his best only for Barcelona, of what relev-
ance is he to Argentina? The common refrain being that he is
no Diego Maradona, who single-handedly won the 1986 World
Cup. In a purely footballing sense, the 2016-17 season might
settle this debate too. Often in the past, Messi was said to be
shooting from the shoulders of the Barcelona midield troika
of Andres Iniesta, Xavi Hernandez and Sergio Busquets. The
Catalan club’s identity is its midield and former manager Pep
Guardiola was not averse to even illing all ten outield posi-
tions with midielders.

The current season has seen this famed midield unravel.
Barcelona wins, but it doesn’t win well. That it is still in with a
chance of claiming the La Liga is purely down to the individual
genius of Messi. In the aftermath of his 500th goal, it emerged
that 120 of these have come after the 75th minute; a clear indic-
ator of them mostly being either match-saving or match-win-
ning. In early November 2016, Jorge Sampaoli, one of the great
Argentinian coaches, now in charge of Sevilla, said, “We have a
plan for Barcelona and another for Messi.” Sevilla, like Madrid
on Sunday, succeeded in the former but not in the latter. The
debate on the greatest ever can go on, but this season might
just be Messi’s greatest ever.

Being the best
There is no new evidence to be
unearthed on Lionel Messi. Everything
is a reiteration of a long-established fact
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“May I ask,” T.T. Krishnamachari
queried in the Constituent Assembly
on November 30, 1948, “who are the
backward class of citizens?” The As-
sembly was faced with the task of de-
termining who were the groups de-
serving special protections and
privileges other than the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs). TTK was quick to add, “It does
not apply to a backward caste.”

In seven decades, the nation has
failed to answer the question and it
also willy-nilly blurred the distinc-
tion between caste and class. This
failure is at the core of demands by
several rich, powerful and dominant
castes to be included as backward
classes (BCs) to obtain the benefits of
reservations.

The new NCBC
On April 10, Lok Sabha passed the
123rd amendment to the Constitu-
tion which will, when it becomes
law, bring into being a ‘constitu-
tional’ National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC). The cur-
rent NCBC was created under an Act
of Parliament in 1993. The new inser-
tion into the Constitution (Article
338B) is identical to the Articles 338
and 338A that respectively created
the national commission for SCs and
another for STs. (The amendment
also brings about changes to Articles
342 and 366.)

What the 123rd amendment
amounts to is that the Union govern-
ment has in one stroke brought BCs
in league with the SC/STs as victims
of discrimination, exclusion and viol-
ence. It not only is illogical and lacks
historical justification, but is fraught
with several challenges to the way In-
dia runs its welfare system. The
move turns social justice on its head.

Interestingly, the government
pushed this amendment on a war
footing. All that it took was five days
— from introduction to passage —
which included the weekend. On a
Wednesday the Bill was introduced
in the Lok Sabha which passed it the
following Monday! If the government
had had a reason to push the Bill so
hard and fast, it’s not obvious to
common folk. An opportunity has
been wasted to reimagine the whole

social justice architecture that is ap-
propriate for 21st century India.

In fact, the new NCBC is a solution
in search of the problem. It is bound
to create more problems than it is
capable of solving. One, on the task
of identifying backward classes, the
new entity will not even be expected
to do the job. Hereafter Parliament
will determine who is a BC for the
‘Central’ List. Two, since it has no re-
sponsibility to define backwardness,
it cannot address the current chal-
lenge of well-off castes’ demands to
be included as BCs.

Delinking Article 340
It may be recalled that TTK was
speaking during the discussion on
Article 340 which deals with the
need to, inter alia, identify those “so-
cially and educationally backward
classes”, understand the conditions
of their backwardness, and make re-
commendations to remove the diffi-
culties they face.

The article stipulates the appoint-
ment of a commission to give effect
to its provisions. This was the context
for the appointment of two commis-
sions (one headed by Kaka Kalelkar
in the 1950s and the other by B.P.
Mandal in the 1970s). Even the 1993
NCBC Act was based on this article.

The 123rd amendment delinks the
whole folio of backward classes from
Article 340 and brings it closer to
provisions related to SC/STs. The
main shortcoming of the current
NCBC, according to the Union gov-
ernment, is that it has no power “to
hear the grievances” of the BCs. Curi-
ously, the SC commission has be-
come the gold standard for those de-
manding the new NCBC. If the new
body is as incompetent as its role
model, the nation will be spared of a
lot of avoidable problems.

The government initially proposed
to set up the “National Commission
for Socially and Educationally Back-
ward Classes” which is — in nomen-
clature, at least — closer to Article
340. By retaining the old generic
name of NCBC and delinking the
body from its soul (Article 340), the
government set the stage for the
whole scheme of special protections
under the Constitution to crumble.

Once the 123rd amendment be-
comes law, Article 340 will be dead
without being accorded the dignity
of a repeal. It will be a pity. The art-
icle reflects the Constituent As-
sembly’s understanding on the mat-
ter which is relevant even today:
there are classes, not castes, which
suffer from social and educational

backwardness, and the state has the
burden of allocating adequate funds
to ameliorate their conditions. It
stretches one’s credulity to accept
that the article stipulates quotas and
representation be extended to BCs.

New untouchables?
Though Article 338B keeps the so-
cially and educationally backward
classes as its subject matter, in prac-
tice the proposed system will treat
the developmental issues related to
BCs on a par with caste discrimina-
tion and untouchability suffered by
SCs and even by STs. The new NCBC
will hear grievances, inquire into
complaints, summon officials given
its powers as a civil court, issue direc-
tions and have the right to be consul-
ted by both Union and the States on
policy matters related to BCs.

One is right to assume that BCs do
face discrimination and exclusion
and they deserve state support. Is
there any justification to suppose,
however, that their conditions are as
bad as those faced by the SC/STs?
The whole business of inquiries into
complaints, safeguards, recording
evidence, etc will result in the need
to enact laws similar to the ones in
existence for the protection of SC/
STs. Have there been instances of
BCs (Shudras) suffering violence/in-
timidation due to their caste? Are

such instances, if they were taking
place, widespread enough warrant-
ing special legislation and watchdog
bodies?

This illogic will sooner than later
degenerate into perversion. Consider
a possibility: in case of an atrocity
against SCs, the National Commis-
sion for Scheduled Castes intervenes
as a guardian of their rights. It is not
rare that in most atrocities SCs are
pitted against Sudras (be they upper
or lower). It is irrelevant whether it is
an atrocity or a group clash, once an
incident flares up two ‘constitu-
tional’ national commissions will
clash, each defending its wards.

A generation ago social justice was
mistaken to be a new dawn for
‘weaker’ sections such as SC/STs,
BCs and minorities to be united as
one group of Indians with common
interests and destiny. That project
was dead on arrival, as its votaries
lacked both intellectual honesty and
policy imagination. Its new and more
sinister variant seeks to smuggle BCs
into the tent meant for SCs. An ill-
defined need begets a monster which
is sure to do more mischief than
good.

D. Shyam Babu is Senior Fellow, Centre for
Policy Research, New Delhi. Views are
personal

The proposed new avatar of the National Commission for Backward Classes is unlikely to provide 
a credible and efective social justice architecture

A solution in search of a problem
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The wanton killings never seem to stop. A
bomb attack recently on refugees inside
their own homeland in Syria led to the
ghastly deaths of 68 children in Aleppo.
There were haunting visuals of weeping
journalists and aid workers working in vain
to save at least some of the babies. In the
dystopian nightmare that Syria has become,
nobody knows for sure who is responsible
for this barbaric assault. Earlier this month,
about 30 children were slaughtered in a
chemical weapons attack. Once again, there
is no clinching evidence of who used gas to
kill children. More than 17,000 children have
died in Syria since the civil war erupted five
years ago. 

For all citizens of the world who believe in
basic humanity, the time has come to de-
mand urgent and immediate intervention.
The UN Security Council (UNSC) has the mil-
itary power to bring this unceasing genocide
to a halt. Perhaps the time has now come to
add moral authority to that. At the end of the
day, it is all about morality. Saving children
and giving them an opportunity to try to
build a better future is a sacred moral duty of
all mankind. Scoring diplomatic debating
points is fine, but we have crossed the stage
of rhetoric. Future generations will never
forgive us if the global powers which have
the means to stop the genocide do not act
now. Who said morality doesn’t have the
power to impact the powerful?

The Vietnamese parallel 
When I read about these unspeakable hor-
rors, I am reminded of my youth when
America was fighting a brutal and bitter war
in Vietnam. It was ordinary and patriotic
Americans who were revolted and outraged
when reports of children being massacred
and victimised started filtering through. The
My Lai massacre of 1968, where many chil-
dren were killed in cold blood, shocked an
entire generation of young Americans and
led to widespread anti-war protests. And
when a photo of a nine-year-old naked girl,
screaming and running for her life after she
was burnt in a napalm attack, was released
in 1972, the tide finally turned and morality
started prevailing over power. Vietnam was
both a shame and a beacon of hope.

But almost 50 years after My Lai, are chil-
dren safer in regions convulsed by conflicts?
It is with a heavy heart that I have to admit
that the abuse of helpless children has be-
come yet more endemic even as globalisa-
tion and technology have led to instant and
widespread sharing of atrocities against chil-

dren. In Nigeria, more than 200 schoolgirls
were kidnapped and held at gunpoint for
years as sex slaves. There was widespread
outrage but most of the girls remained cap-
tives. In Pakistan a few years ago, over a 100
children were butchered inside their own
school by gunmen. And each day we get to
know about the horror stories of young
Yazidi girls being raped and assaulted for
weeks on end. Then there are widespread re-
ports of how tens of thousands of these chil-
dren from conflict zones are being trafficked
into lives of bonded labour or forced prosti-
tution. I sometimes feel that we, collectively
as humanity, have abandoned these helpless
children. Of course, this is not to conclude
that global institutions have not made efforts
to protect children and ensure a better fu-
ture for them through improved access to
education, health care and livelihood oppor-
tunities. Collective efforts across the world
have led to a global ban on child labour and
stringent provisions against trafficking. The
sustainable development goals of the United
Nations have drawn up a clear road map till
2030. But is it enough?

Data and the stark truth
Children constitute a third of the world’s
population but account for more than 50%
of refugees. In the last 10 years, close to 10
million children have been killed in conflict
and more than 6 million have become phys-
ically disabled. It is estimated that 28 million
children have become refugees. Syria and
Afghanistan alone accounted for more than
50% of child casualties and refugees in 2015. 

It is also important for faith-based leaders
across the world to exert moral pressure on
global institutions to urgently help these mil-
lions of helpless children who face a bleak
future. Recently, I invited religious leaders
from all faith groups, particularly Islam,
Christianity, Sikhism and Jainism, to a peace
assembly to collectively raise their moral
voice that could influence policymakers. The
response was encouraging and overwhelm-
ing. Such platforms will not only build public
opinion but also demoralise extremist
forces.

Children are never responsible for any
wars, conflicts or violence, yet they are the
worst sufferers. In these times of extreme
unrest, it becomes our collective duty to pro-
tect the millions of children who, being the
most vulnerable, get caught in the crossfire
of bombs, bullets and chemical attacks. I
strongly demand that the UNSC set up a high
powered group to tackle violence against
children in situations of conflict, refugee
crises, cross-border trafficking and slavery in
a time-bound manner. Fifty years ago, it was
My Lai. Today it is Aleppo. Can we tap our
collective conscience? 

Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi is the founder
of Global March against Child Labour and Kailash
Satyarthi Children’s Foundation

Caught in the crossire 
Children are never responsible for wars and conlict, yet
they are the worst suferers

kailash satyarthi 

Double
jeopardy
Law

The idea that a person
cannot be tried more than
once for the same offence.
The legal principle seems
to have its basis in Roman
law, and has found its way
into the constitutions and
statutes of many coun-
tries. For instance, Article
20(2) of India’s Constitu-
tion states: “No person
shall be prosecuted and
punished for the same of-
fence more than once.”
The Fifth Amendment of
the Constitution of the
United States, which
relates to criminal and civil
legal proceedings, con-
tains a similar clause. Ex-
ceptions to the rule exist,
for example, if the case
against someone ends in a
mistrial, then the defend-
ant may be retried.
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The worst Maoist attacks in
the last 10 years
http://bit.ly/worstmaoistsattacks
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What’s the true height of a
mountain? For a long
time, a place’s height has
been measured with refer-
ence to the surrounding
sea. Mount Everest, for in-
stance, is 8,848 metres
when measured from the
surface of the sea but may
have a different value if
measured from the ocean
floor. Maps, with their
MSL (mean sea level)
markings, bear the stamp
of this tradition. In the age
of satellites, measure-
ments are no longer made
from below but above. An
expedition, in 1999, that
measured Mount Everest
using a GPS receiver found
that it was 10 metres
higher. Not only does that
make your climb higher
but several measurements,
of dams and skyscrapers
are affected depending on
whether they are com-
puted by traditional sur-
veying or satellites. To fix
this, surveyors need to ac-
count for the so-called
geoid.

What is a geoid? Were a gi-

ant pump to miraculously
suck the oceans dry, the
earth would look grot-
esquely lumpy, like an
evolving dumpling. The
Himalayas and the Andes
jut out. Many places cave
in. 

A large spot, for in-
stance, spanning a quarter
of South India, Sri Lanka
and deep into the Indian
Ocean makes that portion
of the globe gnawed out.
An uneven surface also
means varying levels of
gravity across the earth. A
geoid model of the earth
tries to account for the all
the undulation and ima-
gines a new kind of earth
‘surface’ where the oceans
were smoothened out and
gravity the same every-
where. Map-making au-
thorities employ a math-
ematical calculation to
‘correct for the geoid’ and
thus, the true height of a
structure or landform.

Who is responsible for this
in India? The Survey of In-
dia, a 250-year-old organ-
isation that’s still the offi-

cial map maker of the
country, developed a sys-
tem called INDGEOID Ver-
sion 1 that will automatic-
ally correct for the error in
GPS and sea-level meas-
urement of structures in
India. The most immediate
and notable beneficiary of
this would be Mount
Everest.

How so? Mount Everest,
it’s been claimed, has lost
a few metres due to the
Nepal earthquake of 2015
that killed thousands. To
re-ascertain this, the Sur-
vey of India will conduct a
new GPS-based measure-
ment — in a joint mission
with Nepal — of the moun-
tain peak. 

This will incorporate
the new INDGEOID meas-
urement. This will hope-
fully popularise use and be
widely adopted by survey-
ors, infrastructure com-
panies and basically any-
body who uses maps and
measurements.

Due to all this, maps are
now all set for a much
needed upgrade.

Field methods in geology 
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Maps are in for an upgrade with new technology
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