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Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s maiden visit
to India is focused on re-energising the bilateral relationship
between the two countries. Turnbull, who took over as prime
minister from Tony Abbott in September 2015, was then nar-
rowly re-elected in July 2016, has focused on strengthening
Australia’s neighbourhood policy. As a result, the India-Aus-
tralia ties have been on something of an autopilot. Prime Mi-
nister Turnbull’s visit to India is an attempt to change gears,
especially in the context of China’s aggressive pitch to step in-
to the void created by the new US administration’s America-
first withdrawal from active engagement across the Pacific.

The discussions between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Prime Minister Turnbull and the six
agreements signed reflect global chang-
es. The joint statement underscores the
mutual benefits of strong bilateral rela-
tions. The joint statement seeks a secure
and rule-based Indo-Pacific region, ensu-
ring maritime security and safety of sea
lanes, lines of communications and resol-

ving maritime disputes by peaceful means in accordance with
international law, a snub to China, declared to be in violation
of the Law of the Seas. Terrorism, defence and security coope-
ration, cyber security, civil aviation security, education and
energy, particularly sale of uranium, are the focus areas. The
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement lost ste-
am in the post-Abbot period, but continues on the agenda, tho-
ugh on the back-burner. Trilateral cooperation among Aus-
tralia, Japan and India is welcome.

For India, Malcolm Turnbull’s visit is an opportunity to step
up economic engagement, stress its vantage point in the Indo-
Pacific region, besides the importance of dealing with a demo-
cratic nation at a time of global flux.

A Welcome Step in
‘Act East’ Diplomacy

CAMERADERIE

As many as 24 monuments of historical importance have been fi nally 
reported untraceable by the Archaeological Survey of India. These 
monuments are among the 92 declared missing/untraceable by the 
CAG in 2013. Eleven of these 24 were in Uttar Pradesh, which is home 
to a fi fth of India’s protected monuments/sites...

Monumental Miss

Doug Larson
Journalist

“Instead of giving 
a politician the 
keys to the 
city, it might be 
better to change 
the locks.”

My gloves are on.
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Centrally protected monuments/sites under ASI

Other 
states:

279

TOTAL:
3686

No.s of monuments

42 physically 
exist

14 affected 
due to rapid 
urbanisation

12 submerged 
under
reservoir/dam

24 untraceable

Status of 92 
monuments/sites 
reported ‘missing’ 
by CAG...
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Let’s Work Towards
a New Yawn
We are all told constantly the gadgets in our lives are what’s
making us stay awake so long, most of the time unwillingly
or unwittingly. So much so that sleep is now the newest luxu-
ry. It’s rare, ephemeral and, therefore, now available for so-
me only in customised packages at a considerable price. Gi-
ven that sleep is positioned these days as a “human potential
enhancer”, not to mention a “life extender” — especially to
combat that workplace hazard called presenteeism — it is
not surprising that sleep entrepreneurs are tempting in-
somniacs with all sorts of cute and clever inventions to help
them regain something they used to enjoy absolutely free in
the initial years of life. The very years, it must be noted, that
were largely personal gadget-free, barring the odd rattle, toy
or bicycle. Now that life has changed, there’s a polycarbo-
nate globe to evaluate bedrooms and offers shut-eye sugges-
tions, goggles that use lights to reset body clocks, headbands
with sound waves to lull users to sleep, online sleep prog-
rammes and so on.

But more technology as the solution to a problem exacerba-
ted, if not created, by technology seems pointless. Less tech-
nology may be a better way to induce sleep. Lullabies instead
of headphones, smartphone-free sleep zones, even books and
hot milk at bedtime could make sleep an affordable luxury.

Less gadgets rather than more can
make sleep an affordable luxury again

It is welcome that Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat has condemned forms of cow pro-
tection that involve violence and cow protectors who ta-
ke the law into their own hands. Another senior RSS lea-
der, Seshadri Chari, has said the same thing. Both echo
the sentiments of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
had used sharp language to criticise cow vigilantes in
August last year. It helps that both the head of the govern-
ment and the head of organisation that serves as the ideo-
logical fountainhead for the ruling party talk the same
language on respecting the law of the land. State govern-
ments headed by the BJP have no reason to waffle when it
comes to cracking down on people who commit violence
in the name of the cow.

But Bhagwat did not merely condemn violence in the
name of the cow. He also expressed the wish to see cow
slaughter being banned across the country and this goal
being pursued within the constitutional framework.

Anyone is free to pursue any goal with-
in the framework of India’s democra-
tic Constitution. The Constitution gu-
arantees certain fundamental rights
and freedoms, which protect the enor-
mous diversity that marks India’s lar-
ge population spread over a vast geog-
raphy against homogenising impul-

ses of any kind. Language, religion, ethnic origins, food
habits, ways of pursuing spiritual fulfilment, all vary
across the nation, depending on region, social group and
time of the year. Long before the term multiculturalism
was invented and identified as the guiding principle for a
globalising world, India had been celebrating unity in di-
versity. The Constitution gives that cultural ethos the
binding power of law. It is the job of the state to enforce
the law, that is, respect and celebrate diversity.

People may campaign to remove meat of some or all
kinds from the Indian diet for reasons ranging from reli-
gious belief and cultural nationalism to climate change
and animal rights. Whatever drives that campaign, it sh-
ould operates within the law. That would protect people
and the social fabric that keeps this country together.

Supreme Sanctity of
the Law of the Land
Vigilante violence has no place in a democracy

SHYAM BEHARI LAL

There are three kinds of energi-
es: internal, external and mar-
ginal. Internal, or spiritual, en-
ergy pertains to Krishna consci-
ousness, God’s superior energy.
The spiritual world is a manifes-
tation of His internal energy.

The living entities, of margin-
al energy, perform material ac-
tivities when acting under the
external energy of God. And
when they are engaged in the
spiritual energy of God, their
activities are of Krishna cons-
ciousness. So, the enlightened
do not act under the spell of ma-
terial energy, they act under
the protection of God’s spiritu-
al energy. This energy is obtai-
nable through Krishna’s, or
the spiritual master’s, mercy.

The Vaikuntha planets are
products of spiritual energy of
Krishna, God absolute. The livi-
ng entities being infinitesimal
of God’ spiritual energy, can
reside either in the spiritual or
material world according to
their association with specific
energies — they are designated
as tatastha shakti, or marginal
potency. The material universe
is the manifestation of His ext-
ernal potency. Since the Supre-
me Lord is master of all energi-
es, He is also in absolute control
of both the spiritual and mater-
ial universes. The Lord’s exter-
nal potencies are qualified by
the three material modes: sat-
vic, rajsic and tamasic.

Earlier, scientists did not beli-
eve in consciousness. Their fo-
cus was exclusively on the phy-
sical aspects. Today, new physi-
cs is probing consciousness as
a phenomenon that exists. For,
the matter-space-time matrix
of the physical universe owes
its existence to consciousness.

The Energy
Matrix

The Economic Survey 2017 has brought
in new evidence to indicate that Indi-
ans are much more mobile than it was
generally believed. The 2011Census,
rail traffic data and changes in popu-
lation in different age categories show
that migration is much larger than
what has been argued by using traditi-
onal sources of data like the National
Sample Survey (NSS) and the popula-
tion census. More importantly, there
seems to have been an upsurge in mo-
bility for economic reasons in the rec-
ent decade across states.

The number of migrants by place of
last residence in India was 314.5 million
in 2001. The figure rose to 453.6 million
in 2011, showing an addition of 139 mil-
lion, an average of about 14 million
migrating every year. This is against
the figure of 82 million migrants add-
ed during 1991-2001, implying that the
decadal growth in migration has gone
up from 35.5% during 1991-2001to
44.2% during 2001-11.

Traditionally, inter-state migrants
have been only a small percentage of
the total migrants in India. Results
from the 2011Census are yet to be relea-
sed providing data on this migration
stream. However, as per the 2001Cen-
sus, inter-state migrants constitute
only 13% of total migrants. The last
NSS on migration for 2007-08 shows
that inter-state migrants were 11.5%,
up from 10.3% in 1999-2000. Even if one
uses the census percentage figure, the
number of inter-state migrants would
be around 18.5 million in 2011, averag-
ing less than two million a year.

The survey uses somewhat unconven-

tional data sources and innovative an-
alytics, thereby creating new avenues
of research. The net inter-state migra-
tion in the 20-29 age group estimated is
about 11million. Assuming that the mig-
rants who are 20-29 years old constitute
20% of all migrants, the total inter-sta-
temigrants would be 55 million, 5-6 mil-
lion individuals a year during 2001-11.

Importantly, NSS 2007-08 reveals that
as many as 27% of all inter-state mig-
rants are 20-29 years old. The corres-
ponding figure among those moving
for employment reasons is as high as
32%, not 20% as assumed by the Eco-
nomic Survey. Using a more appropri-
ate scaling factor, the number of mig-
rants as per the cohort method would
be around 34 million, not 55 million as
estimated by the survey.

The rail travel data generated from ti-
cket sale for unreserved class between
stations is a rich source. This informa-
tion for 2011has been used with a heroic
assumption that this class of travel bet-
ween stations beyond a certain distan-
ce, after netting out the travels in the
reverse direction, is for employment.

Usage of different modes of travel for
different journeys and complexities in
travel patterns of labour and non-lab-

our migrants — partly due to inade-
quacies of rail infrastructure, besides
the absence of the information on the
purpose of travel in the data — would
significantly reduce acceptability of
the findings. Notwithstanding all
these, the survey has determined the
volume of inter-state movement to be
nine million a year. This figure is way
above the figures arrived at by using
more reasonable assumptions in
migration literature.

Importantly, any acceleration in rec-
ent internal migration is to be reflected
in the number of migrants reporting
less than 10 years of stay. The 2011Cen-
sus data show that the migrants report-
ing over 10 years of stay have increased
faster than those of all durations, the
two figures being 71% and 44% respecti-
vely. Also, the increase in the number
of net rural to urban migrants, report-
ing a duration of stay more than 10
years, is 70%, much higher than 45%
reported for less than 10 years’ duration.

Correspondingly, the figures for net
rural and urban migration for employ-
ment reasons are 56% and 31% respec-
tively. These figures support the exist-
ing view of a decline in the share of
migrants in urban growth.

Finally, the percentage of migrants
who did not report their duration of
stay had gone up from 8% to 13% in ru-
ral areas, and from 9% to 17% in urban
areas. Reported hostilities against re-
cent migrants and discriminatory po-
licies of state and local governments
explain their not admitting their
short duration of migration.

Surprisingly, the figure from the 2011
Census is as low as 0.16%. One would
certainly wait for an explanatory note
from the Registrar General of India
indicating how temporal comparabili-
ty can be established, before drawing
any conclusion for policy purposes.

Kundu is Regional Adviser on Poverty,
Economic Development and Integration
Division, UN Economic and Social Com-
mission for Western Asia, and Mohanan
is with the Indian Statistical Service

India, a Very Moving Story
INTERNAL MIGRATION

Tally ho the numbers!
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Amitabh Kundu &
P C Mohanan

A
colleague was puzzled when
a private school asked him
to secure an Aadhaar for
his six-year-old daughter.
Pray, why? Her school does

not serve midday meals. The school
could be wanting to play safe, with
the government’s overdrive to make
the unique number compulsory for
an increasing number of functions.

The latest in the series is the requi-
rement for an Indian resident to quo-
te Aadhaar in her tax return. Some
taxpayers are miffed over this. The
return form has been redesigned to
make filing simpler and, hopefully,
that will help improve India’s poor
ranking in the World Bank’s ease of
paying taxes index. Our complex tax
laws also need an overhaul, but that’s
another subject.

Mapping the permanent account
number (PAN) — the tax department’s
unique identifier — to Aadhaar — the
ID captures biometrics — makes emi-
nent sense. It will weed out duplicate
PAN cards. Eventually, PAN will beco-
meredundant, at least for individuals.

PAN should be phased out as the tax
department has not fully succeeded
in making it foolproof. “We have 25
crore PAN numbers issued and only
four crore taxpayers. Some are genui-
ne cards, but many duplicate,” Nand-
an Nilekani, the architect of Aadha-
ar, said in an interview.

Some years ago, the tax departme-
nt said it had detected and destroyed
scores of multiple PAN cards found in

the name of a single person. People
— the likes of Ahmedabad-based Ro-
opalben Panchal, who, with her asso-
ciates, operated thousands of bank
and demat accounts to corner shares
meant for retail investors in IPOs du-
ring 2003-05 — find ingenious ways to
game the system.

They can be pinned down if every
financial transaction of an individu-
al is tagged to Aadhaar. Over a billion
people have already secured their
unique numbers, voluntarily. That’s
four times the number of people who
have PAN cards. Aadhaar, coupled
with an efficient tax information net-
work, will help reduce GoI’s depen-
dence on information through tax re-
turns, and curb evasion.

Aadhaar is emerging as the strong-
est of unique identity systems in the
country — some say, in the world — to
detect and eliminate duplication. It
makes sense for many subsidy sche-
mes, given that the use of Aadhaar-
seeded bank accounts to transfer go-
vernment benefits to citizens curbs
fraud and waste.

Hitching the PANwagon
Privacy advocates worry that when
PAN is mapped to Aadhaar, access to
Aadhaar data is likely to lead to the
opening up of a person’s payments’
history. But doesn’t a person open up
to her tax adviser or a doctor, based on
trust that the information she shares
will stay with the individual concern-
ed? She does so, without fearing bre-
ach of privacy, because it is in her in-
terest to share the information.

The crux of the debate is about In-
dians wanting complete data privacy
even as they reap the benefits of open-
ness. Aadhaar does have the potenti-
al to be abused, for instance, by using
this tag to collate information on a
person’s history of financial, medical
and government transactions. And
the lack of a well-defined right to pri-

vacy gives weight to such concerns.
The Supreme Court has referred

the Aadhaar dispute to a larger bench
that will examine whether it violates
privacy or not. But that does not pre-
clude GoI from legislating an explicit
law to protect privacy, and punish its
violation. Homework must begin on
the unfinished agenda of a privacy law.

India would do well to take a page
from the EU’s approach to privacy.
There are common rules to make su-
re that personal data enjoy a high
standard of protection across mem-
ber-states. A citizen is empowered to
complain and get redress if her data
are misused anywhere within the
EU. Agencies that collect and mana-
ge personal information are manda-
ted to protect it from misuse. An Indi-
an resident needs a guarantee that
her personal data would not fall into
the wrong hands.

The concern over how securely in-
formation collected for building the
Aadhaar database is stored and used
is perfectly valid, given the rate at
which government websites are being
hacked around the world. Some exp-
erts reckon it will take some time to
fix the teething troubles in the Aadha-
ar-based network of digital systems.

That’s work-in-progress.
So, strengthening all parts of the

Aadhaar and linked digital systems
providing services based on a proper
assessment of risks — from data loss
and theft to malware and other priva-
cy breaches — is a must.

Responsibilities will multiply as
GoI speeds up Aadhaar-linked digital
service delivery to all areas. Benefits
are significant, and so are vulnerabi-
lities. They must be addressed.

Cash-Out of Cash
As a mature IT nation, India should
constantly make Aadhaar and linked
digital systems robust, balancing the
interests of government, citizens and
businesses. This will boost public con-
fidence and strengthen governance.

Now is the time to move forward
on privacy and sharpen focus on put-
ting in place a robust digital fabric to
strengthen security. A regulator to ov-
ersee and manage all issues concer-
ning digital services is a good idea.
India can then seamlessly move to a
less-cash economy and a plethora of
digital services in a unique way not
seen anywhere in the world.

hema.ramakrishnan@timesgroup.com

Why ‘Snooping’ Isn’t So Bad
Among other things, Aadhaar provides the perfect opportunity to strengthen our privacy laws

Hema Ramakrishnan

But, Jeff, do they know we are testing the system?
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Responsibilities will multiply as the Centre speeds up
Aadhaar-linked digital service delivery to all areas.
Benefits are significant, and so are vulnerabilities

ANDREW LO

We need a new way of thinking
about financial markets and
human behaviour.… The Adap-
tive Markets Hypothesis is bas-
edon the insight that investors
and financial markets behave
more like biology than physi-
cs, comprising a population of
living organisms competing
to survive, not a collection of
inanimate objects subject to
immutable laws of motion.

This simple truth has far-re-
aching implications. For one,
it implies that the principles of
evolution — competition, inn-
ovation, reproduction and ad-
aptation — are useful for under-
standing the inner workings
of the financial industry than
the physics, like principles of
rational economic analysis.

It implies that market prices
need not always reflect all ava-
ilable information, but can de-
viate from rational pricing re-
lations because of emotional
reactions like fear and greed.
It implies that market risk isn’t
always rewarded by market re-
turns. It implies that investing
in stocks in the long run may
not always be a good idea, esp-
ecially if your savings can be
wiped out in the short run.

And it implies that changing
business conditions and adap-
tive responses are often more
important drivers of investor
behaviour and market dynam-
ics than enlightened self- inter-
est — the wisdom of crowds is
sometimes overwhelmed by
the madness of mobs. From the
adaptive markets perspective,
the Efficient Markets Hypoth-
esis is just incomplete.

From “Adaptive Markets: Fin-
ancial Evolution at the Speed
of Thought”

Animal
Spirits

Citings

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesgroup.com

Size Creates
Big Problems
Apropos ‘What is Politically
Correct’ by Varun Gandhi
(Apr 10), the suggestion to
adapt electoral and legislative
practices from countries rang-
ing from Argentina to the Phi-
lippines suffers from one lacu-
na: they all are too small nati-
ons in terms of population
compared to India. It is the
massive number of voters that
makes the process complicat-
ed, giving rise to malpractices
by the candidates and their
parties. Besides, many of our
problems are unique: luring
voters by bribes, allowing un-
dertrial candidates to get bail
and fight elections, making
tall commitments, etc. Let ref-
orms flow through our polity.

Y G CHOUKSEY
Pune

Unfortunate
Poll Violence
It’s unfortunate that disrup-
tive and separatist elements
turned Srinagar into a battle-
field on Sunday that saw voter
turnout for the Lok Sabha seat
bypoll plunge to a record low
of 7.14%. A pall of gloom des-
cended on the city as eight pro-

testers were
killed in firing
by security
forces and
more than 120
people, inclu-
ding security
personnel,
were wound-

ed as mobs attacked polling
booths and laid siege to the
city. A dozen vehicles on poll
duty were also torched. The
security forces deserve com-
mendation for putting up a
brave face and quelling the at-
tacks in the face of adversity.

N J RAVI CHANDER
Bengaluru

Performance
is the Key
Apropos the Edit, ‘Well Be-
gun, But Focus On Planned
Outcomes’ (Apr 10), advancing
the Budget date facilitated its
passage before start of the fin-
ancial year and availability of
funds from April. But first thi-
ngs first, the schemes for pro-
ductive deployment be identi-
fied in advance with methods
of delivery and measuremen-
ts. Unless a monitoring sys-
tem is in place, spending early
may not yield desired results.

C L SURI
New Delhi
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